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this section; and
(2) to the officer in charge of the account or to any other
unauthorized person;

commits a Class B misdemeanor.
SECTION 10. IC 5-11-1-21 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 21. (a) All public

officers and responsible officers of audited entities shall adopt and
use the books, forms, records, and systems of accounting and reporting
adopted by the state board of accounts, when directed so to do by the
board, and all forms, books, and records shall be purchased by those

officers in the manner provided by law. An officer described in this

subsection who refuses to provide such books, forms, or records, fails

to use them, or fails to keep the accounts of his the officer's office as
directed by the board commits a Class C infraction. and forfeits his

office. The court may also order the officer to forfeit the officer's

office.
(b) As an alternative to an order to forfeit office under

subsection (a), a court in which an action described in subsection
(a) is filed may impose a civil penalty that does not exceed five
hundred dollars ($500) for each day, beginning on the day that the
court imposes the civil penalty and each day thereafter, that the
public officer or responsible officer continues to violate an
obligation described in subsection (a). The individual is personally
liable for a civil penalty imposed on the individual under this
section.

(c) The state board of accounts may collect the expenses
incurred in carrying out the audit, examination, or engagement
from the audited entity of the officer described in this section.

SECTION 11. IC 5-11-1-22 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2020]. Sec. 22. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed
to relieve any officer of any duties required by law of him on April 5,
1909, with relation to the auditing of public accounts or the
disbursement of public funds, but the provisions of this chapter shall be
construed to be supplemental to all provisions of law existing on April
5, 1909, safeguarding the care and disbursement of public funds; and
provided further, that the provisions of this chapter shall not be
construed to limit or curtail the power of the governor of the state under
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laws existing on April 5, 1909, to make examination or investigation of
any public office or to require reports therefrom.

SECTION 12. IC 5-11-1-25, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 25. (a) This section and section 24.4 of this
chapter do not limit the application of any law that requires a
municipality, a public hospital, another public office or public officer,
an entity, or another person or organization to be audited or otherwise
examined on an annual or other basis by:

(1) a certified public accountant; or
(2) a person other than the state examiner or the state board of
accounts.

(b) Subject to section 9 of this chapter and subsections (c) and (d),
the state board of accounts shall conduct examinations of audited
entities at the times determined by the state board of accounts, but not
less than once every four (4) years, using risk based examination criteria
that are established by the state board of accounts and approved by the
audit committee. The risk based examination criteria must include the
following risk factors:

(1) An audited entity has a newly elected or appointed fiscal
officer.
(2) An audited entity:

(A) has not timely filed; or
(B) has filed a materially incorrect or incomplete;

annual financial report required by section 4 of this chapter.

(3) A ratings agency that rates debt maintained by an audited
entity has determined an examination of the audited entity is
required more frequently than once every four (4) years.
(3) (4) Any other factor determined by the state examiner and
approved by the audit committee.

(c) Examinations must be conducted annually for the following:
(1) The state.
(2) An audited entity (other than a school corporation) that
requires an annual audit:

(A) because of the receipt of federal financial assistance in an
amount that subjects the audited entity to an annual federal
audit;
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(B) due to continuing disclosure requirements; or
(C) as a condition of a public bond issuance.

(3) A development authority.
An audited entity shall, under the guidelines established by the state
board of accounts, provide notice to the state examiner not later than
sixty (60) days after the close of the audited entity's fiscal year that the
audited entity is required to have an annual audit under subdivision (2).

(d) As permitted under this section since September 1, 1986 (the
effective date of P.L.3-1986, SECTION 16), examinations of school
corporations shall be conducted biennially.

SECTION 13. IC 5-11-5-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.209-2019,
SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) Whenever an examination is made under this
article, a report of the examination shall be made. The report must
include a list of findings and shall be signed and verified by the
examiner making the examination. A finding that is critical of an
examined entity must be based upon one (1) of the following:

(1) Failure of the entity to observe a uniform compliance guideline
established under IC 5-11-1-24(a).
(2) Failure of the entity to comply with a specific law.

A report that includes a finding that is critical of an examined entity
must designate the uniform compliance guideline or the specific law

upon which the finding is based. Except as provided in subsection

(g), the state board of accounts may also issue confidential
management letters, based on professional auditing standards, to
an audited entity (as defined in section 1.5(a) of this chapter) in a
situation involving noncompliance that does not result in the
establishment of a corrective action plan but that must be brought
to the attention of the audited entity's governing body. If issues
addressed in the confidential management letter become part of a
finding in the subsequent audit period, it shall be noted in the
public report. The reports shall immediately be filed with the state
examiner, and, after inspection of the report, the state examiner shall
immediately file one (1) copy with the officer or person examined, one
(1) copy with the auditing department of the municipality examined and
reported upon (if the subject of the report is a municipality), and one (1)
copy in an electronic format under IC 5-14-6 with the legislative
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services agency, as staff to the audit committee and the general
assembly. Upon filing, the report becomes a part of the public records
of the office of the state examiner, of the office or the person examined,
of the auditing department of the municipality examined and reported
upon, and of the legislative services agency, as staff to the audit
committee and the general assembly. A report is open to public
inspection at all reasonable times after it is filed. If an examination
discloses malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office or of any
officer or employee, a copy of the report, signed and verified, shall be
placed by the state examiner with the attorney general and the inspector
general. The attorney general shall diligently institute and prosecute

civil proceedings against the delinquent officer or employee, or upon

the officer's or employee's official bond, or both, and against any other
proper person that will secure to the state or to the proper municipality
the recovery of any funds misappropriated, diverted, or unaccounted for.

(b) Before an examination report is signed, verified, and filed as
required by subsection (a), the officer or the chief executive officer of
the state office, municipality, or entity examined must have an
opportunity to review the report and to file with the state examiner a
written response to that report. If a written response is filed, it becomes
a part of the examination report that is signed, verified, and filed as
required by subsection (a). As part of the review of the examination
report, the state examiner shall hold a gathering of the officer or chief
executive officer of the state office, municipality, or entity examined,
any employees or agents of the state office, municipality, or entity
examined who are requested to attend by the officer or chief executive
officer of the state office, municipality, or entity examined, and the
members of the legislative and fiscal bodies of the municipality or entity
examined. Such a gathering is referred to as an "exit conference" for
purposes of this subsection. The following apply to an exit conference:

(1) All information discussed and materials presented or delivered
by any person during an exit conference are confidential and may
not be discussed or shared publicly until the earliest of the
occurrences set forth in subsection (g). However, the information
discussed and materials presented or delivered during an exit
conference may be shared with an officer, employee, consultant,
adviser, or attorney of the officer or chief executive officer of the
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state office, municipality, or entity examined who was not present
at the exit conference. An individual with whom information and
materials are shared must maintain the confidentiality of the
information and materials as provided in this subdivision until the
earliest of the occurrences set forth in subsection (g).
(2) An individual attending an exit conference may not
electronically record the exit conference.
(3) If a majority of a governing body (as defined in
IC 5-14-1.5-2(b)) is present during an exit conference, the
governing body shall be considered in an executive session under
IC 5-14-1.5. However, the governing body has no obligation to
give notice as prescribed by IC 5-14-1.5-5 when it participates in
the exit conference.
(4) If the state examiner determines after the exit conference that
additional actions must be undertaken by a deputy examiner, field
examiner, or private examiner with respect to information
discussed or materials presented at the exit conference, the state
examiner may call for an additional exit conference to be held.
(5) Not more than thirty (30) days after the initial exit conference
is held under this subsection, the legislative body of the
municipality or entity examined and reported upon may adopt a
resolution, approved by at least a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body, requesting that an additional exit conference be
held. The legislative body shall notify the state board of accounts
if the legislative body adopts a resolution under this subdivision.
If a legislative body adopts a resolution under this subdivision, the
state board of accounts shall conduct an additional exit conference
not more than sixty (60) days after the state board of accounts
receives notice of the adoption of the resolution. The municipality
or entity examined must pay the travel and staff costs incurred by
the state board of accounts in conducting an additional exit
conference under this subdivision.
(6) Except as provided in subdivision (7), a final report under
subsection (a) may not be issued earlier than forty-five (45) days
after the initial exit conference is held under this subsection.
(7) If:

(A) the state examiner does not call for an additional exit
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conference to be held as described in subdivision (4); and
(B) the:

(i) legislative body of the municipality or entity examined
and reported upon provides written notice to the state
examiner that the legislative body waives an additional exit
conference described in subdivision (5); or
(ii) state examiner determines that a final report under
subsection (a) must be issued as soon as possible;

the final report may be issued earlier than forty-five (45) days
after the initial exit conference is held under this subsection.

(c) Except as provided by subsections (b), (d), and (e), it is unlawful
for any person, before an examination report is made public as provided
by this section, to make any disclosure of the result of any examination
of any public account, except:

(1) to the state examiner;
(2) if directed to give publicity to the examination report by the
state examiner or by any court;
(3) to another deputy examiner, field examiner, or private
examiner engaged in conducting the examination; or
(4) if directed by the state examiner, to the chair of the audit
committee or the members of the audit committee acting in
executive session, or both.

If an examination report shows or discloses the commission of a crime
by any person, it is the duty of the state examiner to transmit and
present the examination report to the prosecuting attorney of the county
in which the crime was committed. The state examiner shall furnish to
the prosecuting attorney all evidence at the state examiner's command
necessary in the investigation and prosecution of the crime.

(d) If, during an examination under this article, a deputy examiner,
field examiner, or private examiner acting as an agent of the state
examiner determines that the following conditions are satisfied, the
examiner shall report the determination to the state examiner:

(1) A substantial amount of public funds has been
misappropriated or diverted.
(2) The deputy examiner, field examiner, or private examiner
acting as an agent of the state examiner has a reasonable belief
that the malfeasance or misfeasance that resulted in the
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misappropriation or diversion of the public funds was committed

by the officer or an employee of the office or entity.
(e) After receiving a preliminary report under subsection (d), the

state examiner may provide a copy of the report to the attorney general.
The attorney general may institute and prosecute civil proceedings
against the delinquent officer or employee, or upon the officer's or
employee's official bond, or both, and against any other proper person
that will secure to the state or to the proper municipality the recovery of
any funds misappropriated, diverted, or unaccounted for.

(f) In an action under subsection (e), the attorney general may attach
the defendant's property under IC 34-25-2.

(g) Except as permitted in this section, the information and materials
that are part of an exit conference under subsection (b), and the results
of an examination, including a preliminary report under subsection (d),
are confidential until the occurrence of the earliest of the following:

(1) The final report is made public under subsection (a).
(2) The results of the examination are publicized under subsection
(c)(2).
(3) The attorney general institutes an action under subsection (e)
on the basis of the preliminary report.

(h) Except as permitted in this section, an individual, a public agency
(as defined in IC 5-14-3-2), a public employee, a public official, or an
employee or officer of a contractor or subcontractor of a public agency
that knowingly or intentionally discloses information in violation of
subsection (b) or (g), regardless of whether the information is received
orally or by any other means, is subject to the following:

(1) A public agency (as defined in IC 5-14-3-2), a public
employee, a public official, or an employee or officer of a
contractor or subcontractor of a public agency commits a Class A
infraction under IC 5-14-3-10.
(2) If the disclosure is by a person who is not described in
subdivision (1), the person commits a Class A infraction.

(i) Unless in accordance with a judicial order or as otherwise
provided in this section, the state board of accounts or its employees,
former employees, counsel, or agents, or any other person may not
divulge the examination workpapers and investigation records of a
deputy examiner, a field examiner, or a private examiner acting as an
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agent of the state examiner, except to:
(1) employees and members of the state board of accounts;
(2) the audit committee;
(3) law enforcement officers, the attorney general, a prosecuting
attorney, or any other legal representative of the state in any action
with respect to the misappropriation or diversion of public funds;
(4) an authorized representative of the United States;
(5) a successor examiner or auditor, in accordance with applicable
professional auditing standards; or
(6) another individual for any other factor that constitutes good
cause as set forth in criteria established by the state examiner and
approved by the audit committee.

(j) An individual described in subsection (i)(3) or (i)(4) who receives
examination workpapers and investigation records described in
subsection (i) may divulge the workpapers and records in any action
with respect to the misappropriation or diversion of public funds.

SECTION 14. IC 5-11-5-1.5, AS ADDED BY P.L.176-2017,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1.5. (a) As used in this section, "audited entity"
includes only the following:

(1) A state agency (as defined in IC 4-13-1-1).
(2) A public hospital.
(3) A municipality.
(4) A body corporate and politic.
(5) A state educational institution.
(6) An entity to the extent that the entity is required to be
examined under IC 5-11-1-9 or another law.

(b) If an examination report contains a finding that an audited entity
failed to observe a uniform compliance guideline established under
IC 5-11-1-24(a) or to comply with a specific law, the audited entity
shall take action to address the audit finding.

(c) If a subsequent examination report of the audited entity contains
a finding that is the same as or substantially similar to the finding
contained in the previous examination report described in subsection
(b), the public officer of the audited entity shall file a corrective action
plan as a written response to the report under section 1(b) of this
chapter.
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(d) The state board of accounts shall create guidelines for use by an
audited entity to establish a corrective action plan described in
subsection (c). The guidelines must include a requirement that the issue
that is the subject of a finding described in subsection (c) must be
corrected not later than six (6) months after the date on which the
corrective action plan is filed.

(e) After the successful completion of a corrective action plan by an
audited entity that was required to file a corrective action plan under
subsection (c), the audited entity shall notify the state board of accounts.
The state board of accounts shall review each corrective action plan. If
a corrective action plan is not implemented or the issue that is the
subject of the finding is not corrected within six (6) months, the state
board of accounts shall prepare a memorandum summarizing:

(1) the examination report finding;
(2) the corrective action plan;
(3) the manner by which the examination report finding was or
was not addressed; and
(4) a recommended course of action.

(f) The state board of accounts shall present to the audit committee
established by IC 2-5-1.1-6.3 a memorandum described in subsection
(e). If the audit committee determines that further action should be
taken, the audit committee may do any of the following:

(1) Request a written statement from the public officer of the
audited entity.
(2) Request the personal attendance of the public officer of the
audited entity at the next audit committee meeting.
(3) Request that the public officer of the audited entity take
corrective action.
(4) Notify the:

(A) office of management and budget (in the case of an audited
entity that is a state agency, a body corporate and politic, or a
state educational institution); or
(B) officer or chief executive officer, legislative body, and
fiscal body of the audited entity and the department of local
government finance (in the case of any other audited entity);

that the audited entity refused to correct the audited entity's failure
to observe a uniform compliance guideline established under



2024 P.L.157—2020

IC 5-11-1-24(a), or refused to comply with a specific law, with
notice of the recommendation described in subsection (e)(4)
published on the general assembly's Internet web site.
(5) Refer the facts drawn from the examination and the actions
taken under this section for investigation and prosecution of a
violation of IC 5-11-1-10 or IC 5-11-1-21 to the:

(A) inspector general, in the case of an audited entity that is a
state agency, a body corporate and politic, or a state
educational institution; or
(B) prosecuting attorney of the county in which a violation of
IC 5-11-1-10 or IC 5-11-1-21 may have been committed, in the
case of any other audited entity;

with notice of the referral published on the general assembly's
Internet web site. Notice of a referral described in clause (B) must
be sent to the officer or chief executive officer, legislative body,
and fiscal body of the audited entity.
(6) Recommend that legislation be introduced in the general
assembly to amend any statute under which the audited entity is
found to be noncompliant.
(7) Recommend that the state board of accounts examine the
audited entity within the calendar year following the year in which
the audited entity was required to file a corrective action plan
under subsection (c).

(g) When implementing this section, the state board of accounts
may issue confidential management letters, based on professional
auditing standards, to an audited entity in a situation involving
noncompliance that does not result in the establishment of a
corrective action plan but that must be brought to the attention of
the audited entity's governing body.

SECTION 15. IC 5-11-13-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.137-2012,
SECTION 9, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) Every state, county, city, town, township, or
school official, elective or appointive, who is the head of or in charge of
any office, department, board, or commission of the state or of any
county, city, town, or township, and every state, county, city, town, or
township employee or agent who is the head of, or in charge of, or the
executive officer of any department, bureau, board, or commission of
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the state, county, city, town, or township, and every executive officer by
whatever title designated, who is in charge of any state educational

institution or of any other state, county, or city institution, As used in

this section, "audited entity" includes only the following:
(1) The state.
(2) A municipality.
(3) A state educational institution.

(b) Each audited entity shall during the month of January of each
year prepare, make, and sign a certified report, correctly and completely

showing the names and business addresses of each and all the officers,
employees, and agents in their respective offices, departments, boards,

commissions, and institutions, and of the audited entity. The report

shall indicate the respective duties and compensation of each and

officer, employee, and agent of the audited entity. The audited
entity shall forthwith file said the report in the office of the state
examiner of the state board of accounts. The report must also indicate
whether the political subdivision offers a health plan, a pension, and
other benefits to full-time and part-time employees. However, no more
than one (1) report covering the same officers, employees, and agents
need be made from the state or any county, city, town, township, or
school unit in any one year. The certification must be filed electronically
in the manner prescribed under IC 5-14-3.8-7.

(b) (c) The department of local government finance may not approve
the budget of a county, city, town, or township or a supplemental
appropriation for a county, city, town, or township until the county, city,

town, or township files an annual report under subsection (a) (b) for the

preceding calendar year.
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P.L.158-2020
[H.1111. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning labor and safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 22-4-11-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.6-2012,
SECTION 154, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) The applicable schedule of
rates for calendar years before January 1, 2011, shall be determined by
the ratio resulting when the balance in the fund as of the determination
date is divided by the total payroll of all subject employers for the
immediately preceding calendar year. Schedule A, B, C, or D, appearing
on the line opposite the fund ratio in the schedule below, shall be
applicable in determining and assigning each employer's contribution
rate for the calendar year immediately following the determination date.
For the purposes of this subsection, "total payroll" means total
remuneration reported by all contributing employers as required by this
article and does not include the total payroll of any employer who
elected to become liable for payments in lieu of contributions (as
defined in IC 22-4-2-32). For the purposes of this subsection, "subject
employers" means those employers who are subject to contribution.

FUND RATIO SCHEDULE
When the Fund Ratio Is:

Applicable
As Much As But Less Than Schedule

1.0% A
1.0% 1.5% B
1.5%  2.25% C

 2.25% D
(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), the applicable schedule of

rates for calendar years after December 31, 2010, and before January
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1, 2021, shall be determined by the ratio resulting when the balance in
the fund as of the determination date is divided by the total payroll of
all subject employers for the immediately preceding calendar year.
Schedules A through I appearing on the line opposite the fund ratio in
the schedule below are applicable in determining and assigning each
employer's contribution rate for the calendar year immediately following
the determination date. For purposes of this subsection, "total payroll"
means total remuneration reported by all contributing employers as
required by this article and does not include the total payroll of any
employer who elected to become liable for payments in lieu of
contributions (as defined in IC 22-4-2-32). For purposes of this
subsection, "subject employers" means those employers who are subject
to contribution.

FUND RATIO SCHEDULE
When the Fund Ratio Is:

Applicable
As Much As But Less Than Schedule

0.2% A
0.2% 0.4% B
0.4% 0.6% C
0.6% 0.8% D
0.8% 1.0% E
1.0% 1.2% F
1.2% 1.4% G
1.4% 1.6% H
1.6% I

(c) For calendar years 2011 through 2020, Schedule E applies in
determining and assigning each employer's contribution rate.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e), the applicable schedule
of rates for calendar years after December 31, 2020, shall be
determined by the ratio resulting when the balance in the fund as
of the determination date is divided by the total payroll of all
subject employers for the immediately preceding calendar year.
Schedules A through E appearing on the line opposite the fund
ratio in the schedule below are applicable in determining and
assigning each employer's contribution rate for the calendar year
immediately following the determination date. For purposes of this
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subsection, "total payroll" means total remuneration reported by
all contributing employers as required by this article and does not
include the total payroll of any employer who elected to become
liable for payments in lieu of contributions (as defined in
IC 22-4-2-32). For purposes of this subsection, "subject
employers" means those employers who are subject to
contribution.

FUND RATIO SCHEDULE
When the Fund Ratio Is:

Applicable
As Much As But Less Than  Schedule

0.6% A
0.6% 0.9% B
0.9% 1.2% C
1.2% 1.5% D
1.5% E

(e) For calendar years 2021 through 2025, Schedule C applies
in determining and assigning each employer's contribution rate.

(d) (f) Any adjustment in the amount charged to any employer's
experience account made subsequent to the assignment of rates of
contributions for any calendar year shall not operate to alter the amount
charged to the experience accounts of any other base-period employers.

SECTION 2. IC 22-4-11-3.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.110-2010,
SECTION 29, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.5. (a) For calendar years after

2010 and before 2021, if the conditions of section 2 of this chapter are
met, the rate of contributions shall be determined and assigned, with
respect to each calendar year, to employers whose accounts have a
credit balance and who are therefore eligible according to each
employer's credit reserve ratio. Each employer shall be assigned the
contribution rate appearing in the applicable schedule A through I on
the line opposite the employer's credit reserve ratio as set forth in the
rate schedule below:

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH CREDIT BALANCES

When the Credit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
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Much Less (%)
As Than A B C D E
3.00 0.75 0.70 0.70 0.60 0.50
2.80 3.00 1.00 0.90 0.90 0.80 0.70
2.60 2.80 1.30 1.20 1.10 1.00 0.90
2.40 2.60 1.60 1.50 1.40 1.30 1.20
2.20 2.40 1.90 1.80 1.70 1.50 1.40
2.00 2.20 2.20 2.00 1.90 1.80 1.60
1.80 2.00 2.50 2.30 2.20 2.00 1.80
1.60 1.80 2.80 2.60 2.40 2.20 2.00
1.40 1.60 3.10 2.90 2.70 2.50 2.30
1.20 1.40 3.40 3.20 3.00 2.70 2.50
1.00 1.20 3.70 3.40 3.20 3.00 2.70
0.80 1.00 4.00 3.70 3.50 3.20 2.90
0.60 0.80 4.30 4.00 3.70 3.40 3.10
0.40 0.60 4.60 4.30 4.00 3.70 3.40
0.20 0.40 4.90 4.60 4.30 3.90 3.60
0.00 0.20 5.20 4.80 4.50 4.20 3.80

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH CREDIT BALANCES

When the Credit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
Much Less (%)
As Than F G H I
3.00 0.40 0.40 0.30 0.00
2.80 3.00 0.60 0.50 0.40 0.00
2.60 2.80 0.80 0.70 0.60 0.10
2.40 2.60 1.10 1.00 0.90 0.10
2.20 2.40 1.30 1.20 1.00 0.10
2.00 2.20 1.40 1.20 1.00 0.10
1.80 2.00 1.60 1.40 1.20 0.10
1.60 1.80 1.80 1.60 1.40 0.20
1.40 1.60 2.10 1.90 1.70 0.20
1.20 1.40 2.20 2.00 1.70 0.20
1.00 1.20 2.40 2.10 1.80 0.20
0.80 1.00 2.60 2.30 2.00 0.20
0.60 0.80 2.80 2.50 2.20 0.20
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0.40 0.60 3.10 2.80 2.40 0.30
0.20 0.40 3.20 2.80 2.40 0.30
0.00 0.20 3.40 3.00 2.60 0.30

(b) For calendar years after 2010 and before 2021, if the conditions
of section 2 of this chapter are met, the rate of contributions shall be
determined and assigned, with respect to each calendar year, to
employers whose accounts have a debit balance and who are therefore
eligible according to each employer's debit reserve ratio. Each employer
shall be assigned the contribution rate appearing in the applicable
schedule A through I on the line opposite the employer's debit reserve
ratio as set forth in the rate schedule below:

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH DEBIT BALANCES

When the Debit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
Much Less (%)
As Than A B C D E
0.00 1.50 6.75 6.30 5.90 5.40 4.90
1.50 3.00 7.00 6.50 6.10 5.60 5.10
3.00 4.50 7.25 6.70 6.30 5.80 5.30
4.50 6.00 7.50 7.00 6.50 6.00 5.50
6.00 8.00 7.75 7.20 6.70 6.20 5.70
8.00 10.00 8.25 7.70 7.20 6.60 6.00
10.00 12.00 8.75 8.10 7.60 7.00 6.40
12.00 14.00 9.25 8.60 8.00 7.40 6.80
14.00 16.00 9.75 9.10 8.50 7.80 7.10
16.00 10.20 9.50 8.90 8.20 7.40

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH DEBIT BALANCES

When the Debit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
Much Less (%)
As Than F G H I
0.00 1.50 4.40 3.90 3.40 0.40
1.50 3.00 4.60 4.10 3.60 0.40
3.00 4.50 4.80 4.30 3.80 0.40
4.50 6.00 4.90 4.40 3.80 0.40



2031P.L.158—2020

6.00 8.00 5.10 4.50 3.90 0.40
8.00 10.00 5.40 4.80 4.20 0.50
10.00 12.00 5.80 5.20 4.50 0.50
12.00 14.00 6.10 5.40 4.70 0.50
14.00 16.00 6.40 5.70 5.00 0.50
16.00 6.70 6.00 5.40 5.40

SECTION 3. IC 22-4-11-3.7 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.7. (a) For calendar years after

2020, if the conditions of section 2 of this chapter are met, the rate
of contributions shall be determined and assigned, with respect to
each calendar year, to employers whose accounts have a credit
balance and who are therefore eligible according to each
employer's credit reserve ratio. Each employer shall be assigned
the contribution rate appearing in the applicable Schedule A
through E on the line opposite the employer's credit reserve ratio
as set forth in the rate schedule below:

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH CREDIT BALANCES

When the Credit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
Much Less (%)
As Than A B C D E
3.00 0.75 0.70 0.50 0.40 0.20
2.80 3.00 1.00 0.90 0.70 0.50 0.30
2.60 2.80 1.30 1.10 0.90 0.70 0.30
2.40 2.60 1.60 1.40 1.20 1.00 0.50
2.20 2.40 1.90 1.70 1.40 1.20 0.60
2.00 2.20 2.20 1.90 1.60 1.20 0.60
1.80 2.00 2.50 2.20 1.80 1.40 0.80
1.60 1.80 2.80 2.40 2.00 1.60 1.00
1.40 1.60 3.10 2.70 2.30 1.90 1.30
1.20 1.40 3.40 3.00 2.50 2.00 1.40
1.00 1.20 3.70 3.20 2.70 2.10 1.50
0.80 1.00 4.00 3.50 2.90 2.30 1.70
0.60 0.80 4.30 3.70 3.10 2.50 1.90
0.40 0.60 4.60 4.00 3.40 2.80 2.00
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0.20 0.40 4.90 4.30 3.60 2.80 2.00
0.00 0.20 5.20 4.50 3.80 3.00 2.20

(b) For calendar years after 2020, if the conditions of section 2
of this chapter are met, the rate of contributions shall be
determined and assigned, with respect to each calendar year, to
employers whose accounts have a debit balance and who are
therefore eligible according to each employer's debit reserve ratio.
Each employer shall be assigned the contribution rate appearing
in the applicable Schedule A through E on the line opposite the
employer's debit reserve ratio as set forth in the rate schedule
below:

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ACCOUNTS
WITH DEBIT BALANCES

When the Debit Reserve Ratio Is:
As But Rate Schedules
Much Less (%)
As Than A B C D E
0.00 1.50 6.75 5.90 4.90 3.90 3.20
1.50 3.00 7.00 6.10 5.10 4.10 3.40
3.00 4.50 7.25 6.30 5.30 4.30 3.60
4.50 6.00 7.50 6.50 5.50 4.40 3.80
6.00 8.00 7.75 6.70 5.70 4.50 3.90
8.00 10.00 8.25 7.20 6.00 4.80 4.10
10.00 12.00 8.75 7.60 6.40 5.20 4.40
12.00 14.00 9.25 8.00 6.80 5.40 4.60
14.00 16.00 9.75 8.50 7.10 5.70 5.00
16.00 10.20 8.90 7.40 6.00 5.40
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P.L.159-2020
[H.1113. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning taxation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 5-1-18-6, AS AMENDED BY P.L.137-2012,
SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 6. A political subdivision that issues bonds or
enters into a lease after December 31, 2005, shall supply the department
with a debt issuance report not later than:

(1) one (1) month after the date on which the bonds are issued or

the lease is executed, if the bonds are issued or the lease is

executed before October 1; or
(2) five (5) business days after the date on which the bonds are
issued or the lease is executed, if the bonds are issued or the
lease is executed after September 30.

SECTION 2. IC 5-1.2-4.5-2, AS ADDED BY P.L.108-2019,
SECTION 82, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) This section applies to:

(1) a public-private agreement to which the authority is a party
under IC 8-15.5 and that is originally entered into after May 1,

2019; and

(2) any other agreement to which the authority or the state is
a party under any provision of the Indiana Code, other than
IC 8-15.5, that would increase revenue as the result of the sale
or lease of a state asset, or a grant of a license to operate a
state asset, and that is entered into after May 1, 2020.

(b) If:

(1) an extension or an amendment to a public-private agreement

described in subsection (a)(1) would increase the amount to be:
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(1) (A) paid by the authority to the operator, another private
entity, or a governmental entity by at least one hundred million
dollars ($100,000,000); or

(2) (B) received by the operator or a party related to the
operator by at least one hundred million dollars

($100,000,000); or

(2) an agreement described in subsection (a)(2) would
increase revenue by at least one hundred million dollars
($100,000,000) as the result of the sale or lease of a state asset,
or a grant of a license to operate a state asset;

the authority or the state shall submit the proposed extension or

amendment to the public-private agreement described in subdivision

(1) or the proposed agreement described in subdivision (2) to the
budget committee established by IC 4-12-1-3 for its review.

(c) The budget committee may request that the authority, or the

department of transportation, or both, or the state, as applicable,

appear at a public meeting of the budget committee concerning the
proposed extension or amendment to the public-private agreement

described in subsection (a)(1) or the proposed agreement described
in subsection (a)(2). The authority or the state may not enter into any

extension or amendment to the public-private agreement described in

subsection (a)(1) or the proposed agreement described in
subsection (a)(2) until after the budget committee has reviewed the

proposed extension or amendment to the public-private agreement

described in subsection (a)(1) or the proposed agreement described
in subsection (a)(2).

SECTION 3. IC 6-1.1-2-8, AS ADDED BY P.L.220-2011,
SECTION 117, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8. (a) IC 6-1.1-1-3, as amended by
P.L.6-1997, and all changes in tax rates, deductions, and limits on
indebtedness made by P.L.6-1997 apply only to budget years and
property taxes first due and payable after December 31, 2001.

(b) For the purpose of computing:

(1) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2; and
(2) any other value that requires the use of an assessed value from
a date before March 1, 2001;
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for a budgetary appropriation, state distribution, or property tax levy
first due and payable after December 31, 2001, the assessed value from
a date before March 1, 2001, must first be increased from thirty-three
and thirty-three hundredths percent (33.33%) of true tax value to one
hundred percent (100%) of true tax value before the computation is
made.

(c) For the purpose of computing:
(1) a tax rate under IC 6-1.1-19-1.5 (before its repeal); and
(2) any other value that requires the use of a tax rate from a date
before March 1, 2001;

for a budgetary appropriation, state distribution, or property tax levy
first due and payable after December 31, 2001, a tax rate from a date
before January 1, 2002, must first be reduced by dividing the tax rate
by three (3) before the computation is made.

(d) The state board department of tax commissioners local

government finance shall adjust the tax rates of all taxing units to
eliminate the effects of changing assessed values from thirty-three and
thirty-three hundredths percent (33.33%) of true tax value to one
hundred percent (100%) of true tax value.

(e) If a maximum property tax rate that was enacted before 1997 is

not amended by P.L.6-1997, the state board department of tax

commissioners local government finance shall adjust the maximum

tax rate to eliminate the effects of changing assessed values from
thirty-three and thirty-three hundredths percent (33.33%) of true tax
value to one hundred percent (100%) of true tax value.

(f) The state board of tax commissioners shall prepare the initial
schedule of adjusted assessed values for all political subdivisions under
IC 36-1-15, as added by P.L.6-1997, not later than July 1, 2001.

(g) It is the intent of the general assembly that all adjustments
necessary to implement IC 6-1.1-1-3, as amended by P.L.6-1997, be
made without raising the revenues available to governmental units more
than would have occurred if P.L.6-1997 were not enacted. The state

board department of tax commissioners local government finance
shall provide fiscal officers in the taxing units, assessing officials, and
members of the board of tax adjustment with instructions on how to
implement this section.

(h) If a statute that imposes an assessed value limitation on the
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aggregate amount of bonds that a political subdivision may issue that
was enacted before 1997 is not amended by P.L.6-1997, the state board

department of tax commissioners local government finance shall
adjust the assessed value limitation to eliminate the effects of changing
assessed values from thirty-three and thirty-three hundredths percent
(33.33%) of true tax value to one hundred percent (100%) of true tax
value.

(i) The state board department of tax commissioners local

government finance shall, if necessary to protect owners of bonds
payable in whole or in part from tax increment, adjust the base assessed
value to neutralize the effect of changing assessed values under
P.L.6-1997 from thirty-three and thirty-three hundredths percent
(33.33%) of true tax value to one hundred percent (100%) of true tax
value under the following statutes:

(1) IC 6-1.1-39.
(2) IC 8-22-3.5.
(3) IC 36-7-14.
(4) IC 36-7-14.5.
(5) IC 36-7-15.1.
(6) IC 36-7-30.

SECTION 4. IC 6-1.1-3-22, AS AMENDED BY P.L.245-2015,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 22. (a) Except to the extent that it conflicts with
a statute and subject to subsection (f), 50 IAC 4.2 (as in effect January
1, 2001), which was formerly incorporated by reference into this
section, is reinstated as a rule.

(b) Tangible personal property within the scope of 50 IAC 4.2 (as
in effect January 1, 2001) shall be assessed on the assessment dates in
calendar years 2003 and thereafter in conformity with 50 IAC 4.2 (as
in effect January 1, 2001).

(c) The publisher of the Indiana Administrative Code shall publish
50 IAC 4.2 (as in effect January 1, 2001) in the Indiana Administrative
Code.

(d) 50 IAC 4.3 and any other rule to the extent that it conflicts with
this section is void.

(e) A reference in 50 IAC 4.2 to a governmental entity that has been
terminated or a statute that has been repealed or amended shall be
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treated as a reference to its successor.
(f) The department of local government finance may not amend or

repeal the following (all as in effect January 1, 2001):
(1) 50 IAC 4.2-4-3(f).
(2) 50 IAC 4.2-4-7.
(3) 50 IAC 4.2-4-9.
(4) 50 IAC 4.2-5-7.
(5) 50 IAC 4.2-5-13.
(6) 50 IAC 4.2-6-1.
(7) 50 IAC 4.2-6-2.
(8) 50 IAC 4.2-8-9.

However, the department of local government finance may amend
these rules to conform with statutory changes.

(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, 50
IAC 4.2-4-6(c) is void effective July 1, 2015. The publisher of the
Indiana Administrative Code and the Indiana Register shall remove this
provision from the Indiana Administrative Code.

SECTION 5. IC 6-1.1-4-19.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 16, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 19.5. (a) The department of local
government finance shall develop a standard contract or standard
provisions for contracts to be used in securing professional appraising
services.

(b) The standard contract or contract provisions must contain:
(1) a fixed date by which the professional appraiser or appraisal
firm shall have completed all responsibilities under the contract;
(2) a penalty clause under which the amount to be paid for
appraisal services is decreased for failure to complete specified
services within the specified time;
(3) a provision requiring the appraiser, or appraisal firm, to make
periodic reports to the county assessor;
(4) a provision stipulating the manner in which, and the time
intervals at which, the periodic reports referred to in subdivision
(3) of this subsection are to be made;
(5) a precise stipulation of what service or services are to be
provided and what class or classes of property are to be appraised;
(6) a provision stipulating that the contractor will generate
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complete parcel characteristics and parcel assessment data in a
manner and format acceptable to the legislative services agency
and the department of local government finance;
(7) a provision stipulating that the legislative services agency and

the department of local government finance have has unrestricted
access to the contractor's work product under the contract; and
(8) a provision stating that the contract is void and unenforceable
if the appraiser is not certified by the department of local
government finance on the date that the contract is executed or the
department of local government finance subsequently revokes the
professional appraiser's certification under IC 6-1.1-31.7-4 after
the contract is executed.

The department of local government finance may devise other necessary
provisions for the contracts in order to give effect to this chapter.

(c) In order to comply with the duties assigned to it by this section,
the department of local government finance may develop:

(1) one (1) or more model contracts;
(2) one (1) contract with alternate provisions; or
(3) any combination of subdivisions (1) and (2).

The department may approve special contract language in order to meet
any unusual situations.

SECTION 6. IC 6-1.1-4-25, AS AMENDED BY P.L.273-2019,
SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 25. (a) Each township assessor and each county
assessor shall keep the assessor's reassessment data and records current
by securing the necessary field data and by making changes in the
assessed value of real property as changes occur in the use of the real
property. The township or county assessor's records shall at all times
show the assessed value of real property in accordance with this
chapter. The township assessor shall ensure that the county assessor has
full access to the assessment records maintained by the township
assessor.

(b) The county assessor shall:
(1) maintain an electronic data file of:

(A) the parcel characteristics and parcel assessments of all
parcels; and
(B) the personal property return characteristics and
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assessments by return;
for each township in the county as of each assessment date;
(2) maintain the electronic file in a form that formats the
information in the file with the standard data, field, and record
coding required and approved by:

(A) the legislative services agency; and
(B) the department of local government finance; and

(3) before September 1 of each year, transmit the data in the file
with respect to the assessment date of that year to

(A) the legislative services agency; and
(B) the department of local government finance.

(c) The appropriate county officer, as designated by the county
executive, shall:

(1) maintain an electronic data file of the geographic information
system characteristics of each parcel for each township in the
county as of each assessment date;
(2) maintain the electronic file in a form that formats the
information in the file with the standard data, field, and record
coding required and approved by the office of technology; and
(3) before September 1 of each year, transmit the data in the file
with respect to the assessment date of that year to the geographic
information office of the office of technology.

(d) An assessor under subsection (b) and an appropriate county
officer under subsection (c) shall do the following:

(1) Transmit the data in a manner that meets the data export and
transmission requirements in a standard format, as prescribed by
the office of technology established by IC 4-13.1-2-1 and
approved by the legislative services agency.
(2) Resubmit the data in the form and manner required under
subsection (b) or (c) upon request of the legislative services
agency, the department of local government finance, or the
geographic information office of the office of technology, as
applicable, if data previously submitted under subsection (b) or (c)
does not comply with the requirements of subsection (b) or (c), as
determined by the legislative services agency, the department of
local government finance, or the geographic information office of
the office of technology, as applicable.
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An electronic data file maintained for a particular assessment date may
not be overwritten with data for a subsequent assessment date until a
copy of an electronic data file that preserves the data for the particular
assessment date is archived in the manner prescribed by the office of
technology established by IC 4-13.1-2-1 and approved by the legislative
services agency.

SECTION 7. IC 6-1.1-4-42, AS ADDED BY P.L.182-2009(ss),
SECTION 89, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 42. (a)
This section applies to assessment dates after January 15, 2010.

(b) As used in The following definitions apply throughout this
section:

(1) "Golf course" means an area of land and yard improvements

that are predominately used to play the game of golf and

associated yard improvements. A golf course consists of a

series of holes, each consisting of a teeing area, fairway, rough and
other hazards, and the green with the pin and cup.

(2) "Yard improvements" include a clubhouse, irrigation
systems, a pro shop, a maintenance building, a driving range,
a structure for food and beverage services, or other buildings
associated with the operation of and included in the net
operating income of a golf course.

(c) The true tax value of real property regularly used as a golf course
is the valuation determined by applying the income capitalization
appraisal approach. The income capitalization approach used to
determine the true tax value of a golf course must:

(1) incorporate an applicable income capitalization method and
appropriate capitalization rates that are developed and used in
computations that lead to an indication of value commensurate
with the risks for the subject property use;
(2) provide for the uniform and equal assessment of golf courses;
of similar grade quality and play length; and
(3) exclude the value of personal property, intangible property,
and income derived from personal or intangible property.

(d) For assessment dates after January 15, 2010, and before March
1, 2012, a township assessor (if any) or the county assessor shall gather
and process information from the owner of a golf course to carry out
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this section in accordance with the rules adopted by the department of
local government finance under IC 4-22-2.

(e) For assessment dates after February 28, 2012, the department of
local government finance shall, by rules adopted under IC 4-22-2,

establish uniform income capitalization tables and rates annually and
procedures to be used for the assessment of golf courses. The
department of local government finance may rely on analysis conducted
by a state educational institution to develop the income capitalization

tables and procedures required under this section. recognized sources

of industry capitalization rates. Assessing officials shall use the
tables and procedures adopted by the department of local government
finance to assess, reassess, and annually adjust the assessed value of
golf courses.

(f) The department of local government finance may prescribe
procedures, forms, and due dates for the collection from the owners or
operators of golf courses of the necessary earnings, income, profits,
losses, and expenditures data necessary to carry out this section. An
owner or operator of a golf course shall comply with the procedures and
reporting schedules prescribed by the department of local government
finance.

(g) On or before December 31 of each year, assessing officials
shall solicit, and the owners or operators of a golf course shall
provide to the assessing officials, data for the gross income and
allowable operating expenses for the three (3) years immediately
preceding the year in which the solicitation and submission of data
is being made. Assessing officials may use federal tax returns or
other similar evidence as verification that the submissions are
correct.

(h) For each assessment date, assessing officials shall examine
and evaluate the three (3) consecutive years of financial records
and federal tax returns that are submitted under subsection (g) in
the year immediately preceding the year of the assessment date to
obtain the average net operating income. The three (3) year
average should include the most current completed financial
records and filed federal tax returns of the golf course as of the
assessment date to ensure that the appropriate income and expense
information for the subject property is used.
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(i) All income and expense information provided to the assessing
official under this section is confidential under IC 6-1.1-35-9.

SECTION 8. IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.111-2014,
SECTION 17, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) For purposes of this section,
"party" includes:

(1) a seller of property that is exempt under the seller's ownership;
or
(2) a purchaser of property that is exempt under the purchaser's
ownership;

from property taxes under IC 6-1.1-10.
(b) Subject to subsections (g) and (h), before filing a conveyance

document with the county auditor under IC 6-1.1-5-4, all the parties to
the conveyance must do the following:

(1) Complete and sign a sales disclosure form as prescribed by the
department of local government finance under section 5 of this
chapter. All the parties may sign one (1) form, or if all the parties
do not agree on the information to be included on the completed
form, each party may sign and file a separate form. For
conveyance transactions involving more than two (2) parties, one
(1) transferor and one (1) transferee signing the sales disclosure
form is sufficient.
(2) Before filing a sales disclosure form with the county auditor,
submit the sales disclosure form to the county assessor. The
county assessor must review the accuracy and completeness of
each sales disclosure form submitted immediately upon receipt of
the form and, if the form is accurate and complete, stamp or
otherwise approve the form as eligible for filing with the county
auditor and return the form to the appropriate party for filing with
the county auditor. If multiple forms are filed in a short period, the
county assessor shall process the forms as quickly as possible. For
purposes of this subdivision, a sales disclosure form is considered
to be accurate and complete if:

(A) the county assessor does not have substantial evidence
when the form is reviewed under this subdivision that
information in the form is inaccurate; and
(B) both of the following conditions are satisfied:
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(i) The form contains the information required by section
5(a)(1) through 5(a)(16) of this chapter as that section
applies to the conveyance transaction, subject to the
obligation of a party to furnish or correct that information in
the manner required by and subject to the penalty provisions
of section 12 of this chapter. The form may not be rejected
for failure to contain information other than that required by
section 5(a)(1) through 5(a)(16) of this chapter.
(ii) The form is submitted to the county assessor in a format
usable to the county assessor.

(3) File the sales disclosure form with the county auditor.
(c) The auditor shall review each sales disclosure form and process

any deduction for which the form serves as an application under
IC 6-1.1-12-44. The auditor shall forward each sales disclosure form to
the county assessor. The county assessor shall verify the assessed
valuation of the property for the assessment date to which the
application applies and transmit that assessed valuation to the auditor.
The county assessor shall retain the forms for five (5) years. The county
assessor shall forward the sales disclosure form data to the department
of local government finance and the legislative services agency in an
electronic format specified jointly by the department of local
government finance and the legislative services agency on or before
April 1 in a year ending before January 1, 2016, and on or before
February 1 in a year beginning after December 31, 2015. The county
assessor shall forward a copy of the sales disclosure forms to the

township assessors in the county. The department of local

government finance shall make sales disclosure form data received
from a county assessor available to the legislative services agency.
The forms may be used by the county assessing officials, the
department of local government finance, and the legislative services
agency for the purposes established in IC 6-1.1-4-13.6, sales ratio
studies, equalization, adoption of rules under IC 6-1.1-31-3 and
IC 6-1.1-31-6, and any other authorized purpose.

(d) In a county containing a consolidated city, the auditor shall
review each sales disclosure form and process any deduction for which
the form serves as an application under IC 6-1.1-12-44. The auditor
shall forward the sales disclosure form to the appropriate township
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assessor (if any). The township assessor shall verify the assessed
valuation of the property for the assessment date to which the
application applies and transmit that assessed valuation to the auditor.
The township or county assessor shall forward the sales disclosure form
to the department of local government finance and the legislative
services agency in an electronic format specified jointly by the
department of local government finance. and the legislative services

agency. The department of local government finance shall make

sales disclosure form data received from a township or county
assessor available to the legislative services agency. The forms may
be used by the county assessing officials, the county auditor, the
department of local government finance, and the legislative services
agency for the purposes established in IC 6-1.1-4-13.6, sales ratio
studies, equalization, adoption of rules under IC 6-1.1-31-3 and
IC 6-1.1-31-6, and any other authorized purpose.

(e) If a sales disclosure form includes the telephone number or Social
Security number of a party, the telephone number or Social Security
number is confidential.

(f) County assessing officials, county auditors, and other local
officials may not establish procedures or requirements concerning sales
disclosure forms that substantially differ from the procedures and
requirements of this chapter.

(g) Except as provided in subsection (h), a separate sales disclosure
form is required for each parcel conveyed, regardless of whether more
than one (1) parcel is conveyed under a single conveyance document.

(h) Only one (1) sales disclosure form is required for the conveyance
under a single conveyance document of two (2) or more contiguous
parcels located entirely within a single taxing district.

SECTION 9. IC 6-1.1-5.5-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.87-2009,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5. (a) The department of local government finance
shall prescribe a sales disclosure form for use under this chapter. The
form prescribed by the department of local government finance must
include at least the following information:

(1) The key number (as defined in IC 6-1.1-1-8.5) of each parcel.
(2) With respect to each parcel, whether the entire parcel is being
conveyed.
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(3) The address of each improved parcel.
(4) The date of the execution of the form.
(5) The date the property was transferred.
(6) Whether the transfer includes an interest in land or
improvements, or both.
(7) Whether the transfer includes personal property.
(8) An estimate of the value of any personal property included in
the transfer.
(9) The name, address, and telephone number of:

(A) each transferor and transferee; and
(B) the person that prepared the form.

(10) The mailing address to which the property tax bills or other
official correspondence should be sent.
(11) The ownership interest transferred.
(12) The classification of the property (as residential, commercial,
industrial, agricultural, vacant land, or other).
(13) Subject to subsection (c), the total price actually paid or
required to be paid in exchange for the conveyance, whether in
terms of money, property, a service, an agreement, or other
consideration, but excluding tax payments and payments for legal
and other services that are incidental to the conveyance.
(14) The terms of seller provided financing. such as interest rate,
points, type of loan, amount of loan, and amortization period, and
whether the borrower is personally liable for repayment of the
loan.
(15) Any family or business relationship existing between the
transferor and the transferee.
(16) A legal description of each parcel subject to the conveyance.
(17) Whether the transferee is using the form to claim one (1) or
more deductions under IC 6-1.1-12-44 for property taxes first due
and payable in a calendar year after 2008.
(18) If the transferee uses the form to claim the standard deduction
under IC 6-1.1-12-37, the information required for a standard
deduction under IC 6-1.1-12-37.
(19) Sufficient instructions and information to permit a party to
terminate a standard deduction under IC 6-1.1-12-37 on any parcel
of property on which the party or the spouse of the party will no
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longer be eligible for the standard deduction under IC 6-1.1-12-37
after the party or the party's spouse begins to reside at the property
that is the subject of the sales disclosure form, including an
explanation of the tax consequences and applicable penalties if a
party unlawfully claims a standard deduction under
IC 6-1.1-12-37.
(20) Other information as required by the department of local
government finance to carry out this chapter.

If a form under this section includes the telephone number or part or all
of the Social Security number of a party, the telephone number or the
Social Security number is confidential.

(b) The instructions for completing the form described in subsection
(a) must include the information described in IC 6-1.1-12-43(c)(1).

(c) If the conveyance includes more than one (1) parcel as described
in section 3(h) of this chapter, the form:

(1) is not required to include the price referred to in subsection
(a)(13) for each of the parcels subject to the conveyance; and
(2) may state a single combined price for all of those parcels.

SECTION 10. IC 6-1.1-8.5-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. As used in this
chapter, "industrial facility" means a company's real property that:

(1) has been classified as industrial property under the rules of the
department of local government finance; and
(2) has a true tax value, as estimated by the department, of at least

twenty-five thirty-five million dollars ($25,000,000)

($35,000,000) in a qualifying county.
The term includes real property that is used under an agreement under
which the user exercises the beneficial rights of ownership for the
majority of a year. The term does not include real property assessed
under IC 6-1.1-8.

SECTION 11. IC 6-1.1-8.5-8, AS AMENDED BY P.L.86-2018,
SECTION 39, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8. (a) For purposes of:

(1) a reassessment of a group of parcels under a county's
reassessment plan prepared under IC 6-1.1-4-4.2; or
(2) a new assessment;

the department of local government finance shall assess each industrial



2047P.L.159—2020

facility in a qualifying county.
(b) The following may not assess an industrial facility in a qualifying

county:
(1) A county assessor.

(2) A township assessor.
(2) (3) An assessing official.

(4) A vendor under contract with a county assessor or
township assessor.
(3) (5) A county property tax assessment board of appeals.

SECTION 12. IC 6-1.1-8.5-9 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 9. The county assessor

and the township assessors, if any, of the qualifying county in which
an industrial facility is located shall provide support to the assessor of
the department of local government finance during the course of the
assessment of the industrial facility.

SECTION 13. IC 6-1.1-8.7-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. As used in this
chapter, "industrial facility" means a company's real property that:

(1) has been classified as industrial property under the rules of the
department; and
(2) has a true tax value, as estimated by the department, of at least

twenty-five thirty-five million dollars ($25,000,000)

($35,000,000) in a county.
The term includes real property that is used under an agreement under
which the user exercises the beneficial rights of ownership for the
majority of a year. The term does not include real property assessed
under IC 6-1.1-8.

SECTION 14. IC 6-1.1-8.7-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 6. The county assessor

and the township assessors, if any, of the county in which the
industrial facility is located shall provide support to the department's
assessor during the course of the assessment of an industrial facility.

SECTION 15. IC 6-1.1-11-4, AS AMENDED BY P.L.86-2018,
SECTION 41, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 4. (a) The exemption application
referred to in section 3 of this chapter is not required if the exempt
property is owned by the United States, the state, an agency of this
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state, or a political subdivision (as defined in IC 36-1-2-13). However,
this subsection applies only when the property is used, and in the case
of real property occupied, by the owner.

(b) The exemption application referred to in section 3 of this chapter
is not required if the exempt property is a cemetery:

(1) described by IC 6-1.1-2-7; or
(2) maintained by a township executive under IC 23-14-68.

(c) The exemption application referred to in section 3 of this chapter
is not required if the exempt property is owned by the bureau of motor
vehicles commission established under IC 9-14-9.

(d) The exemption application referred to in section 3 or 3.5 of this
chapter is not required if:

(1) the exempt property is:
(A) tangible property used for religious purposes described in
IC 6-1.1-10-21;
(B) tangible property owned by a church or religious society
used for educational purposes described in IC 6-1.1-10-16;
(C) other tangible property owned, occupied, and used by a
person for educational, literary, scientific, religious, or
charitable purposes described in IC 6-1.1-10-16; or
(D) other tangible property owned by a fraternity or sorority
(as defined in IC 6-1.1-10-24);

(2) the exemption application referred to in section 3 or 3.5 of this
chapter was filed properly at least once for a religious use under
IC 6-1.1-10-21, an educational, literary, scientific, religious, or
charitable use under IC 6-1.1-10-16, or use by a fraternity or
sorority under IC 6-1.1-10-24; and
(3) the property continues to meet the requirements for an
exemption under IC 6-1.1-10-16, IC 6-1.1-10-21, or
IC 6-1.1-10-24.

(e) If, after an assessment date, an exempt property is transferred or
its use is changed resulting in its ineligibility for an exemption under
IC 6-1.1-10, the county assessor shall terminate the exemption for that

the next assessment date. However, if the property remains eligible for
an exemption under IC 6-1.1-10 following the transfer or change in use,
the exemption shall be left in place for that assessment date. For the
following assessment date, the person that obtained the exemption or
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the current owner of the property, as applicable, shall, under section 3
of this chapter and except as provided in this section, file a certified
application in duplicate with the county assessor of the county in which
the property that is the subject of the exemption is located. In all cases,
the person that obtained the exemption or the current owner of the
property shall notify the county assessor for the county where the
tangible property is located of the change in ownership or use in the
year that the change occurs. The notice must be in the form prescribed
by the department of local government finance.

(f) If the county assessor discovers that title to or use of property
granted an exemption under IC 6-1.1-10 has changed, the county
assessor shall notify the persons entitled to a tax statement under
IC 6-1.1-22-8.1 for the property of the change in title or use and
indicate that the county auditor will suspend the exemption for the
property until the persons provide the county assessor with an affidavit,
signed under penalties of perjury, that identifies the new owners or use
of the property and indicates whether the property continues to meet the
requirements for an exemption under IC 6-1.1-10. Upon receipt of the
affidavit, the county assessor shall reinstate the exemption under
IC 6-1.1-15-12.1. However, a claim under IC 6-1.1-26-1.1 for a refund
of all or a part of a tax installment paid and any correction of error
under IC 6-1.1-15-12.1 must be filed not later than three (3) years after
the taxes are first due.

SECTION 16. IC 6-1.1-12-9, AS AMENDED BY P.L.114-2019,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 9. (a) An individual may obtain a deduction
from the assessed value of the individual's real property, or mobile
home or manufactured home which is not assessed as real property, if:

(1) the individual is at least sixty-five (65) years of age on or
before December 31 of the calendar year preceding the year in
which the deduction is claimed;
(2) for assessment dates before January 1, 2020, the combined
adjusted gross income (as defined in Section 62 of the Internal
Revenue Code) of:

(A) the individual and the individual's spouse; or
(B) the individual and all other individuals with whom:

(i) the individual shares ownership; or
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(ii) the individual is purchasing the property under a
contract;

as joint tenants or tenants in common;
for the calendar year preceding the year in which the deduction is
claimed did not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000);
(3) for assessment dates after December 31, 2019:

(A) the individual had, in the case of an individual who filed a
single return, adjusted gross income (as defined in Section 62
of the Internal Revenue Code) not exceeding thirty thousand
dollars ($30,000);
(B) the individual had, in the case of an individual who filed a
joint income tax return with the individual's spouse, combined
adjusted gross income (as defined in Section 62 of the Internal
Revenue Code) not exceeding forty thousand dollars
($40,000); or
(C) the combined adjusted gross income (as defined in Section
62 of the Internal Revenue Code) of the individual and all other
individuals with whom:

(i) the individual shares ownership; or
(ii) the individual is purchasing the property under a
contract;

as joint tenants or tenants in common did not exceed forty
thousand dollars ($40,000);

for the calendar year preceding by two (2) years the calendar year
in which the property taxes are first due and payable;
(4) the individual has owned the real property, mobile home, or
manufactured home for at least one (1) year before claiming the
deduction; or the individual has been buying the real property,
mobile home, or manufactured home under a contract that
provides that the individual is to pay the property taxes on the real
property, mobile home, or manufactured home for at least one (1)
year before claiming the deduction, and the contract or a
memorandum of the contract is recorded in the county recorder's
office;
(5) for assessment dates:

(A) before January 1, 2020, the individual and any individuals
covered by subdivision (2)(B) reside on the real property,
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mobile home, or manufactured home; or
(B) after December 31, 2019, the individual and any
individuals covered by subdivision (3)(C) reside on the real
property, mobile home, or manufactured home;

(6) except as provided in subsection (i), the assessed value of the
real property, mobile home, or manufactured home does not
exceed two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000).
(7) the individual receives no other property tax deduction for the
year in which the deduction is claimed, except the deductions
provided by sections 1, 37, (for assessment dates after February
28, 2008) 37.5, and 38 of this chapter; and
(8) the person:

(A) owns the real property, mobile home, or manufactured
home; or
(B) is buying the real property, mobile home, or manufactured
home under contract;

on the date the statement required by section 10.1 of this chapter
is filed.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (h), in the case of real property,
an individual's deduction under this section equals the lesser of:

(1) one-half (1/2) of the assessed value of the real property; or
(2) fourteen thousand dollars ($14,000).

(c) Except as provided in subsection (h) and section 40.5 of this
chapter, in the case of a mobile home that is not assessed as real
property or a manufactured home which is not assessed as real property,
an individual's deduction under this section equals the lesser of:

(1) one-half (1/2) of the assessed value of the mobile home or
manufactured home; or
(2) fourteen thousand dollars ($14,000).

(d) An individual may not be denied the deduction provided under
this section because the individual is absent from the real property,
mobile home, or manufactured home while in a nursing home or
hospital.

(e) For purposes of this section, if real property, a mobile home, or
a manufactured home is owned by:

(1) tenants by the entirety;
(2) joint tenants; or
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(3) tenants in common;
only one (1) deduction may be allowed. However, the age requirement
is satisfied if any one (1) of the tenants is at least sixty-five (65) years
of age.

(f) A surviving spouse is entitled to the deduction provided by this
section if:

(1) the surviving spouse is at least sixty (60) years of age on or
before December 31 of the calendar year preceding the year in
which the deduction is claimed;
(2) the surviving spouse's deceased husband or wife was at least
sixty-five (65) years of age at the time of a death;
(3) the surviving spouse has not remarried; and
(4) the surviving spouse satisfies the requirements prescribed in
subsection (a)(2) through (a)(8).

(g) An individual who has sold real property to another person under
a contract that provides that the contract buyer is to pay the property
taxes on the real property may not claim the deduction provided under
this section against that real property.

(h) In the case of tenants covered by subsection (a)(2)(B) or
(a)(3)(C), if all of the tenants are not at least sixty-five (65) years of
age, the deduction allowed under this section shall be reduced by an
amount equal to the deduction multiplied by a fraction. The numerator
of the fraction is the number of tenants who are not at least sixty-five
(65) years of age, and the denominator is the total number of tenants.

(i) For purposes of determining the assessed value of the real
property, mobile home, or manufactured home under subsection (a)(6)
for an individual who has received a deduction under this section in a
particular year, increases in assessed value due solely to an annual
adjustment of the assessed value under IC 6-1.1-4-4.5 that occur after
the later of:

(1) December 31, 2019; or
(2) the first year that the individual has received the deduction;

are not considered unless the increase in assessed value is

attributable to physical improvements to the property.
SECTION 17. IC 6-1.1-12-14, AS AMENDED BY P.L.114-2019,

SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 14. (a) Except as provided in subsection (c)
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and except as provided in section 40.5 of this chapter, an individual
may have the sum of fourteen thousand dollars ($14,000) deducted
from the assessed value of the real property, mobile home not assessed
as real property, or manufactured home not assessed as real property
that the individual owns (or the real property, mobile home not assessed
as real property, or manufactured home not assessed as real property
that the individual is buying under a contract that provides that the
individual is to pay property taxes on the real property, mobile home,
or manufactured home if the contract or a memorandum of the contract
is recorded in the county recorder's office) if:

(1) the individual served in the military or naval forces of the
United States for at least ninety (90) days;
(2) the individual received an honorable discharge;
(3) the individual either:

(A) has a total disability; or
(B) is at least sixty-two (62) years old and has a disability of
at least ten percent (10%);

(4) the individual's disability is evidenced by:
(A) a pension certificate or an award of compensation issued
by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs; or
(B) a certificate of eligibility issued to the individual by the
Indiana department of veterans' affairs after the Indiana
department of veterans' affairs has determined that the
individual's disability qualifies the individual to receive a
deduction under this section; and

(5) the individual:
(A) owns the real property, mobile home, or manufactured
home; or
(B) is buying the real property, mobile home, or manufactured
home under contract;

on the date the statement required by section 15 of this chapter is
filed.

(b) Except as provided in subsections (c) and (d), the surviving
spouse of an individual may receive the deduction provided by this
section if:

(1) the individual satisfied the requirements of subsection (a)(1)
through (a)(4) at the time of death; or
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(2) the individual:
(A) was killed in action;
(B) died while serving on active duty in the military or naval
forces of the United States; or
(C) died while performing inactive duty training in the military
or naval forces of the United States; and

the surviving spouse satisfies the requirement of subsection (a)(5) at the
time the deduction statement is filed. The surviving spouse is entitled
to the deduction regardless of whether the property for which the
deduction is claimed was owned by the deceased veteran or the
surviving spouse before the deceased veteran's death.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (f), no one is entitled to the
deduction provided by this section if the assessed value of the
individual's Indiana real property, Indiana mobile home not assessed as
real property, and Indiana manufactured home not assessed as real
property, as shown by the tax duplicate, exceeds the assessed value
limit specified in subsection (d).

(d) Except as provided in subsection (f), for the:
(1) January 1, 2017, January 1, 2018, and January 1, 2019,
assessment dates, the assessed value limit for purposes of
subsection (c) is one hundred seventy-five thousand dollars
($175,000); and
(2) January 1, 2020, assessment date and for each assessment date
thereafter, the assessed value limit for purposes of subsection (c)
is two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000).

(e) An individual who has sold real property, a mobile home not
assessed as real property, or a manufactured home not assessed as real
property to another person under a contract that provides that the
contract buyer is to pay the property taxes on the real property, mobile
home, or manufactured home may not claim the deduction provided
under this section against that real property, mobile home, or
manufactured home.

(f) For purposes of determining the assessed value of the real
property, mobile home, or manufactured home under subsection (d) for
an individual who has received a deduction under this section in a
particular year, increases in assessed value due solely to an annual
adjustment of the assessed value under IC 6-1.1-4-4.5 that occur after
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the later of:
(1) December 31, 2019; or
(2) the first year that the individual has received the deduction;

are not considered unless the increase in assessed value is

attributable to physical improvements to the property.
SECTION 18. IC 6-1.1-15-1.1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.195-2019,

SECTION 1, AND AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019, SECTION 30,
AND AS AMENDED BY P.L.121-2019, SECTION 2, AND AS
AMENDED BY THE TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS BILL OF THE
2020 GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IS CORRECTED AND AMENDED
TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1.1. (a)
A taxpayer may appeal an assessment of a taxpayer's tangible property
by filing a notice in writing with the township assessor, or the county
assessor if the township is not served by a township assessor. Except as
provided in subsection subsections (e) and (h), an appeal under this
section may raise any claim of an error related to the following:

(1) The assessed value of the property.
(2) The assessment was against the wrong person.
(3) The approval, denial, or omission of a deduction, credit,
exemption, abatement, or tax cap.
(4) A clerical, mathematical, or typographical mistake.
(5) The description of the real property.
(6) The legality or constitutionality of a property tax or
assessment.

A written notice under this section must be made on a form designated
by the department of local government finance. A taxpayer must file a
separate petition for each parcel.

(b) A taxpayer may appeal an error in the assessed value of the
property under subsection (a)(1) any time after the official's action, but
not later than the following:

(1) For assessments before January 1, 2019, the earlier of:
(A) forty-five (45) days after the date on which the notice of
assessment is mailed by the county; or
(B) forty-five (45) days after the date on which the tax
statement is mailed by the county treasurer, regardless of
whether the assessing official changes the taxpayer's
assessment.
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(2) For assessments of real property after December 31, 2018, the
earlier of:

(A) June 15 of the assessment year, if the notice of assessment
is mailed by the county before May 1 of the assessment year;
or
(B) June 15 of the year in which the tax statement is mailed by
the county treasurer, if the notice of assessment is mailed by
the county on or after May 1 of the assessment year.

(3) For assessments of personal property, forty-five (45) days
after the date on which the county mails the notice under
IC 6-1.1-3-20.

A taxpayer may appeal an error in the assessment under subsection
(a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4), (a)(5), or (a)(6) not later than three (3) years after
the taxes were first due.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (d), an appeal under this section
applies only to the tax year corresponding to the tax statement or other
notice of action.

(d) An appeal under this section applies to a prior tax year if a
county official took action regarding a prior tax year, and such action is
reflected for the first time in the tax statement. A taxpayer who has
timely filed a written notice of appeal under this section may be required
to file a petition for each tax year, and each petition filed later must be
considered timely.

(e) A taxpayer may not appeal under this section any claim of error
related to the following:

(1) The denial of a deduction, exemption, abatement, or credit if
the authority to approve or deny is not vested in the county board,
county auditor, county assessor, or township assessor.
(2) The calculation of interest and penalties.
(3) A matter under subsection (a) if a separate appeal or review
process is statutorily prescribed.

However, a claim may be raised under this section regarding the
omission or application of a deduction approved by an authority other
than the county board, county auditor, county assessor, or township
assessor. under subdivision (2).

(f) The filing of a written notice under this section constitutes a
request by the taxpayer for a preliminary informal meeting with the
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township assessor, or the county assessor if the township is not served
by a township assessor.

(g) A county or township official who receives a written notice under
this section shall forward the notice to:

(1) the county board; and
(2) the county auditor, if the taxpayer raises a claim regarding
a matter that is in the discretion of the county auditor.

(h) A taxpayer may not raise any claim in an appeal under this
section related to the legality or constitutionality of:

(1) a user fee (as defined in IC 33-23-1-10.5);
(2) any other charge, fee, or rate imposed by a political
subdivision under any other law; or
(3) any tax imposed by a political subdivision other than a
property tax.

SECTION 19. IC 6-1.1-16-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.232-2017,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in section
2 of this chapter, an assessing official or county property tax
assessment board of appeals may not change the assessed value claimed
by a taxpayer on a personal property return unless the assessing official
or county property tax assessment board of appeals takes the action and
gives the notice required by IC 6-1.1-3-20 within the following periods:

(1) A township assessor (if any) must make a change in the
assessed value and give the notice of the change on or before the
later of:

(A) September 15 of the year for which the assessment is
made; or
(B) four (4) months from the date the personal property return
is filed if the return is filed after the filing date for the personal
property tax return.

(2) A county assessor or county property tax assessment board of
appeals must make a change in the assessed value including the
final determination by the board of an assessment changed by an
assessing official, and give the notice of the change on or before
the later of:

(A) October 30 of the year for which the assessment is made;
or
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(B) five (5) months from the date the personal property return
is filed if the return is filed after the filing date for the personal
property tax return.

(3) A county property tax assessment board of appeals must
make a change in the assessed value and give notice of the
change on or before the later of:

(A) October 30 of the year for which the assessment is
made; or
(B) five (5) months from the date the personal property
return is filed if the return is filed after the filing date for
the personal property tax return.

This subdivision does not apply to a determination by a
county property tax assessment board of appeals acting upon
a petition for review filed under subsection (e)(1).
(3) (4) The department of local government finance must make a
preliminary change in the assessed value and give the notice of the
change on or before the later of:

(A) October 1 of the year immediately following the year for
which the assessment is made; or
(B) sixteen (16) months from the date the personal property
return is filed if the return is filed after the filing date for the
personal property tax return.

(b) Except as provided in section 2 of this chapter, if an assessing
official or a county property tax assessment board of appeals fails to
change an assessment and give notice of the change within the time
prescribed by this section, the assessed value claimed by the taxpayer
on the personal property return is final.

(c) This section does not limit the authority of a county auditor to
correct errors in a tax duplicate under IC 6-1.1-15-12.1.

(d) This section does not apply if the taxpayer:
(1) fails to file a personal property return which substantially
complies with this article and the regulations of the department of
local government finance; or
(2) files a fraudulent personal property return with the intent to
evade the payment of property taxes.

(e) A taxpayer may appeal a change in the assessed value under

this section as follows:
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(1) A taxpayer may appeal a change in the assessed value
under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) by filing a written notice of
review with the county property tax assessment board of
appeals under IC 6-1.1-15-1.1.
(2) A taxpayer may appeal a change in the assessed value
under subsection (a)(3) by filing a written notice of review
with the Indiana board under IC 6-1.1-15-3.
(3) A taxpayer may appeal a preliminary determination of the
department of local government finance under subsection (a)(3)

(a)(4) to the Indiana board. An appeal under this subdivision shall
be conducted in the same manner as an appeal under
IC 6-1.1-15-4 through IC 6-1.1-15-8. A preliminary determination
that is not appealed under this subsection is a final unappealable
order of the department of local government finance.

SECTION 20. IC 6-1.1-16-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.146-2008,
SECTION 145, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) If a county property tax
assessment board of appeals fails to change an assessed value claimed
by a taxpayer on a personal property return and give notice of the
change within the time prescribed in section 1(a)(2) of this chapter, the
township assessor, or the county assessor if there is no township
assessor for the township, may file a petition for review of the
assessment by the Indiana board. The township or county assessor must
file the petition for review in the manner provided in IC 6-1.1-15-3(d).
The period for filing the petition begins to run on the last day that the
county board is permitted to act on the assessment under section 1(a)(2)
of this chapter as though the board acted and gave notice of its action
on that day.

(b) Notwithstanding section 1(a)(3) 1(a)(4) of this chapter, the
department of local government finance shall reassess tangible property
when an appealed assessment of the property is remanded to the

Indiana board under IC 6-1.1-15-8.

SECTION 21. IC 6-1.1-17-0.7, AS ADDED BY P.L.184-2016,
SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 0.7. (a) Before May 1 June 15 of each year after

2017, 2019, the fiscal officer of each political subdivision shall provide
the department of local government finance with an estimate of the total
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amount of the political subdivision's debt service obligations (as defined
in IC 6-1.1-20.6-9.8) that will be due in the last six (6) months of the
current year and in the ensuing year.

(b) Before July 15 of each year after 2017, the department of local
government finance shall provide the following to each political
subdivision:

(1) An estimate of the maximum property tax rate that may be
imposed by the political subdivision for property taxes payable in
the ensuing year for each cumulative fund or other fund for which
a maximum property tax rate is established by law.
(2) An estimate of the property tax rates that would be imposed by
the political subdivision for property taxes payable in the ensuing
year for debt service.

(c) The department of local government finance shall before August
1 of each year after 2017 provide to each political subdivision an
estimate of the maximum amount of net property tax revenue and
miscellaneous revenue that the political subdivision will receive in the
ensuing year if the political subdivision's property tax rates are imposed
at the maximum allowed under law and if the political subdivision
imposes the maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
allowed under law for the political subdivision. In making each of the
estimates under this subsection, the department of local government
finance shall consider the estimated amount of any credits that will be
granted under IC 6-1.1-20.6 against property taxes imposed by the
political subdivision.

SECTION 22. IC 6-1.1-17-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 33, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) The proper officers of a
political subdivision shall formulate its estimated budget and its
proposed tax rate and tax levy on the form prescribed by the department
of local government finance and approved by the state board of
accounts. In formulating a political subdivision's estimated budget
under this section, the proper officers of the political subdivision must
consider the net property tax revenue that will be collected by the
political subdivision during the ensuing year, after taking into account
the estimate by the department of local government finance under
IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.1 of the amount by which the political subdivision's
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distribution of property taxes will be reduced by credits under
IC 6-1.1-20.6-9.5 in the ensuing year, after taking into account the
estimate by the department of local government finance under section
0.7 of this chapter of the maximum amount of net property tax revenue
and miscellaneous revenue that the political subdivision will receive in
the ensuing year, and after taking into account all payments for debt
service obligations that are to be made by the political subdivision
during the ensuing year. The political subdivision or appropriate fiscal
body, if the political subdivision is subject to section 20 of this chapter,
shall submit the following information to the department's computer
gateway:

(1) The estimated budget.
(2) The estimated maximum permissible levy, as provided by the
department under IC 6-1.1-18.5-24.
(3) The current and proposed tax levies of each fund.
(4) The percentage change between the current and proposed tax
levies of each fund.
(5) The amount by which the political subdivision's distribution of
property taxes may be reduced by credits granted under
IC 6-1.1-20.6, as estimated by the department of local government
finance under IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.
(6) The amounts of excessive levy appeals to be requested.
(7) The time and place at which the political subdivision or
appropriate fiscal body will hold a public hearing on the items
described in subdivisions (1) through (6).
(8) The time and place at which the political subdivision or
appropriate fiscal body will meet to fix the budget, tax rate, and
levy under section 5 of this chapter.

(9) The date, time, and place of the final adoption of the
budget, tax rate, and levy under section 5 of this chapter.

The political subdivision or appropriate fiscal body shall submit this
information to the department's computer gateway at least ten (10) days
before the public hearing required by this subsection in the manner

prescribed by the department. If the date, time, or place of the final

adoption subsequently changes, the political subdivision shall
update the information submitted to the department's computer
gateway. The department shall make this information available to
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taxpayers, at least ten (10) days before the public hearing, through its
computer gateway and provide a telephone number through which
taxpayers may request mailed copies of a political subdivision's
information under this subsection. The department's computer gateway
must allow a taxpayer to search for the information under this
subsection by the taxpayer's address. The department shall review only
the submission to the department's computer gateway for compliance
with this section.

(b) The board of directors of a solid waste management district
established under IC 13-21 or IC 13-9.5-2 (before its repeal) may
conduct the public hearing required under subsection (a):

(1) in any county of the solid waste management district; and
(2) in accordance with the annual notice of meetings published
under IC 13-21-5-2.

(c) The trustee of each township in the county shall estimate the
amount necessary to meet the cost of township assistance in the
township for the ensuing calendar year. The township board shall adopt
with the township budget a tax rate sufficient to meet the estimated cost
of township assistance. The taxes collected as a result of the tax rate
adopted under this subsection are credited to the township assistance
fund.

(d) A political subdivision for which any of the information under
subsection (a) is not submitted to the department's computer gateway
in the manner prescribed by the department shall have its most recent
annual appropriations and annual tax levy continued for the ensuing
budget year.

(e) If a political subdivision or appropriate fiscal body timely
submits the information under subsection (a) but subsequently
discovers the information contains an error, the political subdivision or
appropriate fiscal body may submit amended information to the
department's computer gateway. However, submission of an amendment
to information described in subsection (a)(1) through (a)(6) must occur
at least ten (10) days before the public hearing held under subsection
(a), and submission of an amendment to information described in
subsection (a)(7) must occur at least twenty-four (24) hours before the
time in which the meeting to fix the budget, tax rate, and levy was
originally advertised to commence.
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SECTION 23. IC 6-1.1-17-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 34, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5. (a) The officers of political
subdivisions shall meet each year to fix the budget, tax rate, and tax
levy of their respective subdivisions for the ensuing budget year as
follows:

(1) The board of school trustees of a school corporation that is
located in a city having a population of more than one hundred
thousand (100,000) but less than one hundred ten thousand
(110,000), not later than:

(A) the time required in section 5.6(b) of this chapter; or
(B) November 1 if a resolution adopted under section 5.6(d) of
this chapter is in effect.

(2) Except as provided in section 5.2 of this chapter, the proper
officers of all other political subdivisions that are not school
corporations, not later than November 1.
(3) The governing body of a school corporation (other than a
school corporation described in subdivision (1)) that elects to
adopt a budget under section 5.6 of this chapter for budget years
beginning after June 30, 2011, not later than the time required
under section 5.6(b) of this chapter for budget years beginning
after June 30, 2011.
(4) The governing body of a school corporation that is not
described in subdivision (1) or (3), not later than November 1.

Except in a consolidated city and county and in a second class city, the
public hearing required by section 3 of this chapter must be completed
at least ten (10) days before the proper officers of the political
subdivision meet to fix the budget, tax rate, and tax levy. In a
consolidated city and county and in a second class city, that public
hearing, by any committee or by the entire fiscal body, may be held at
any time after introduction of the budget.

(b) Ten (10) or more taxpayers may object to a budget, tax rate, or
tax levy of a political subdivision fixed under subsection (a) by filing
an objection petition with the proper officers of the political subdivision
not more than seven (7) days after the hearing. The objection petition
must specifically identify the provisions of the budget, tax rate, and tax
levy to which the taxpayers object.
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(c) If a petition is filed under subsection (b), the fiscal body of the
political subdivision shall adopt with its budget a finding concerning the
objections in the petition and any testimony presented at the adoption
hearing.

(d) A political subdivision shall file the budget adopted by the
political subdivision with the department of local government finance
not later than five (5) business days after the budget is adopted under
subsection (a). The filing with the department of local government
finance must be in a manner prescribed by the department.

(e) In a consolidated city and county and in a second class city, the
clerk of the fiscal body shall, notwithstanding subsection (d), file the
adopted budget and tax ordinances with the department of local
government finance within five (5) business days after the ordinances
are signed by the executive, or within five (5) business days after action
is taken by the fiscal body to override a veto of the ordinances,
whichever is later.

(f) If a fiscal body does not fix the budget, tax rate, and tax levy of
the political subdivisions for the ensuing budget year as required under
this section, the most recent annual appropriations and annual tax levy
are continued for the ensuing budget year.

(g) When fixing a budget, tax rate, or tax levy under subsection
(a), the political subdivision shall indicate on its adopting
document, in the manner prescribed by the department, whether
the political subdivision intends to:

(1) issue debt after December 1 of the year preceding the
budget year; or
(2) file a shortfall appeal under IC 6-1.1-18.5-16.

SECTION 24. IC 6-1.1-17-16, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 47, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16. (a) The department of local
government finance shall certify the tax rates and tax levies for all funds
of political subdivisions subject to the department of local government
finance's review.

(b) For a fund of a political subdivision subject to levy limits under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-3, the department of local government finance shall
calculate and certify the allowable budget of the fund if the political
subdivision adopts a tax levy that exceeds the estimated maximum levy
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limits as provided by the department of local government finance under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-24.

(c) For a fund of a political subdivision subject to levy limits under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-3 and for which the political subdivision adopts a tax
levy that is not more than the levy limits under IC 6-1.1-18.5-3, the
department of local government finance shall review the fund to ensure
the adopted budget is fundable based on the unit's adopted tax levy and
estimates of available revenues. If the adopted budget is fundable, the
department of local government finance shall use the adopted budget as
the approved appropriation for the fund for the budget year. As needed,
the political subdivision may complete the additional appropriation
process through IC 6-1.1-18-5 for these funds during the budget year.

(d) For a fund of the political subdivision subject to levy limits under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-3 and for which the political subdivision adopts a tax
levy that is not more than the levy limits under IC 6-1.1-18.5-3, if the
department of local government finance has determined the adopted
budget is not fundable based on the unit's adopted tax levy and
estimates of available revenues, the department of local government
finance shall calculate and certify the allowable budget that is fundable
based on the adopted tax levy and the department's estimates of
available revenues.

(e) For all other funds of a political subdivision not described in
subsections (b), (c), and (d), the department of local government finance
shall certify a budget for the fund.

(f) Except as provided in section 16.1 of this chapter, the department
of local government finance is not required to hold a public hearing
before the department of local government finance reviews, revises,
reduces, or increases a political subdivision's budget by fund, tax rate,
or tax levy under this section.

(g) Except as provided in subsection (l), IC 20-46, or IC 6-1.1-18.5,
the department of local government finance may not increase a political
subdivision's budget by fund, tax rate, or tax levy to an amount which
exceeds the amount originally fixed by the political subdivision.
However, if the department of local government finance determines that
IC 5-3-1-2.3(b) applies to the tax rate, tax levy, or budget of the
political subdivision, the maximum amount by which the department
may increase the tax rate, tax levy, or budget is the amount originally
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fixed by the political subdivision, and not the amount that was
incorrectly published or omitted in the notice described in
IC 5-3-1-2.3(b). The department of local government finance shall give
the political subdivision notification electronically in the manner
prescribed by the department of local government finance specifying
any revision, reduction, or increase the department proposes in a
political subdivision's tax levy or tax rate. The political subdivision has
ten (10) calendar days from the date the political subdivision receives
the notice to provide a response electronically in the manner prescribed
by the department of local government finance. The response may
include budget reductions, reallocation of levies, a revision in the
amount of miscellaneous revenues, and further review of any other item
about which, in the view of the political subdivision, the department is
in error. The department of local government finance shall consider the
adjustments as specified in the political subdivision's response if the
response is provided as required by this subsection and shall deliver a

final decision to the political subdivision. The department of local

government finance may not consider any adjustments that are
suggested by the political subdivision after the expiration of the ten
(10) day period allowed for the political subdivision's response.

(h) The department of local government finance may not approve a
levy for lease payments by a city, town, county, library, or school
corporation if the lease payments are payable to a building corporation
for use by the building corporation for debt service on bonds and if:

(1) no bonds of the building corporation are outstanding; or
(2) the building corporation has enough legally available funds on
hand to redeem all outstanding bonds payable from the particular
lease rental levy requested.

(i) The department of local government finance shall certify its
action to:

(1) the county auditor;
(2) the political subdivision if the department acts pursuant to an
appeal initiated by the political subdivision; and
(3) a taxpayer that owns property that represents at least ten
percent (10%) of the taxable assessed valuation in the political
subdivision.

(j) The following may petition for judicial review of the final
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determination of the department of local government finance under
subsection (i):

(1) If the department acts under an appeal initiated by a political
subdivision, the political subdivision.
(2) A taxpayer that owns property that represents at least ten
percent (10%) of the taxable assessed valuation in the political
subdivision.

The petition must be filed in the tax court not more than forty-five (45)
days after the department certifies its action under subsection (i).

(k) The department of local government finance is expressly directed
to complete the duties assigned to it under this section as follows:

(1) Not later than December 31 of the year preceding that budget
year, unless subdivision (2) applies.

(2) Not later than January 15 of the budget year if any of the

following are true:
(A) A taxing unit in a county is issuing intends to issue debt

after December 1 in the year preceding the budget year or and

has indicated its intent to issue debt after December 1 in
the year preceding the budget year as specified in section
5 of this chapter.
(B) A taxing unit intends to file a shortfall appeal under

IC 6-1.1-18.5-16 and has indicated its intent to file a

shortfall appeal as specified in section 5 of this chapter. or

(B) (C) The deadline for a city in the county to fix the budget,
tax rate, and tax levy has been extended, in accordance with
section 5.2 of this chapter, due to the executive's veto of the
ordinance fixing the budget, tax rate, and tax levy.

(l) Subject to the provisions of all applicable statutes, and
notwithstanding IC 6-1.1-18-1, the department of local government
finance shall, unless the department finds extenuating circumstances,
increase a political subdivision's tax levy to an amount that exceeds the
amount originally advertised or adopted by the political subdivision if:

(1) the increase is requested in writing by the officers of the
political subdivision;
(2) the request includes:

(A) the corrected budget, tax rate, or levy, as applicable; and
(B) the time and place of the meeting described in subdivision
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(4);
(3) the political subdivision publishes the requested increase on
the department's advertising Internet web site;
(4) the political subdivision adopts the needed changes to its
budget, tax levy, or rate in a public meeting of the governing body;
and
(5) notice is given to the county fiscal body of the department's
correction.

The political subdivision shall publish notice of the meeting described
in subdivision (4) on the Indiana transparency Internet web site in the
manner prescribed by the department not later than forty-eight (48)
hours (excluding weekends and holidays) before the meeting. If the
department increases a levy beyond what was advertised or adopted
under this subsection, it shall, unless the department finds extenuating
circumstances, reduce the certified levy affected below the maximum
allowable levy by the lesser of five percent (5%) of the difference
between the advertised or adopted levy and the increased levy, or one
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

SECTION 25. IC 6-1.1-17-16.7, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.184-2016, SECTION 12, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16.7. (a) A political
subdivision that in any year adopts a proposal to establish a cumulative
fund or sinking fund under any of the following provisions must submit
the proposal to the department of local government finance before
August 2 of that year, for years before 2018, and before May 1 of that
year, for years after 2017:

IC 3-11-6
IC 8-10-5
IC 8-16-3
IC 8-16-3.1
IC 8-22-3
IC 14-27-6
IC 14-33-21
IC 16-22-5
IC 16-22-8

IC 36-8-8-14.2
IC 36-8-14
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IC 36-9-4
IC 36-9-14
IC 36-9-14.5
IC 36-9-15
IC 36-9-15.5
IC 36-9-16
IC 36-9-17
IC 36-9-26
IC 36-9-27
IC 36-10-3
IC 36-10-4
IC 36-10-7.5

(b) If a proposal described in subsection (a) is not submitted to the
department of local government finance before August 2 of a year, for
years before 2018, and before May 1 of a year, for years after 2017, the
political subdivision may not levy a tax for the cumulative fund or
sinking fund in the ensuing year.

SECTION 26. IC 6-1.1-17-20.3, AS AMENDED BY SEA
410-2020, SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 20.3. (a) Except as provided in
section 20.4 of this chapter, this section applies only to the governing
body of a public library that:

(1) is not comprised of a majority of officials who are elected to
serve on the governing body; and
(2) has a percentage increase in the proposed budget for the taxing
unit for the ensuing calendar year that is more than the result of:

(A) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the ensuing calendar
year; minus
(B) one (1).

For purposes of this section, an individual who qualifies to be appointed
to a governing body or serves on a governing body because of the
individual's status as an elected official of another taxing unit shall be
treated as an official who was not elected to serve on the governing
body.

(b) This section does not apply to an entity whose tax levies are
subject to review and modification by a city-county legislative body
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under IC 36-3-6-9.
(c) If:

(1) the assessed valuation of a public library's territory is entirely
contained within a city or town; or
(2) the assessed valuation of a public library's territory is not
entirely contained within a city or town but more than fifty percent
(50%) of the assessed valuation of the public library's territory is
contained within the city or town;

the governing body shall submit its proposed budget and property tax
levy to the city or town fiscal body in the manner prescribed by the
department of local government finance before September 2 of a year.
However, the governing body shall submit its proposed budget and
property tax levy to the county fiscal body in the manner provided in
subsection (d), rather than to the city or town fiscal body, if more than
fifty percent (50%) of the parcels of real property within the jurisdiction
of the public library are located outside the city or town.

(d) If subsection (c) does not apply or the public library's territory
covers more than one (1) county, the governing body of the public
library shall submit its proposed budget and property tax levy to the
county fiscal body in the county where the public library has the most
assessed valuation. The proposed budget and levy shall be submitted to
the county fiscal body in the manner prescribed by the department of
local government finance before September 2 of a year.

(e) The fiscal body of the city, town, or county (whichever applies)
shall review each budget and proposed tax levy and adopt a final budget
and tax levy for the public library. The fiscal body may reduce or
modify but not increase the proposed budget or tax levy.

(f) If a public library fails to file the information required in
subsection (c) or (d), whichever applies, with the appropriate fiscal
body by the time prescribed by this section, the most recent annual
appropriations and annual tax levy of that public library are continued
for the ensuing budget year.

(g) If the appropriate fiscal body fails to complete the requirements
of subsection (e) before the adoption deadline in section 5 of this
chapter for any public library subject to this section, the most recent
annual appropriations and annual tax levy of the city, town, or county,
whichever applies, are continued for the ensuing budget year.
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SECTION 27. IC 6-1.1-18-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.252-2019,
SECTION 3, AND AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019, SECTION 49,
AND AS AMENDED BY THE TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS BILL
OF THE 2020 GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IS CORRECTED AND
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]:
Sec. 5. (a) If the proper officers of a political subdivision desire to
appropriate more money for a particular year than the amount
prescribed in the budget for that year as finally determined under this
article, they shall give notice of their proposed additional appropriation.
The notice shall state the time and place at which a public hearing will
be held on the proposal. The notice shall be given once in accordance
with IC 5-3-1-2(b).

(b) If the additional appropriation by the political subdivision is
made from a fund that receives:

(1) distributions from the motor vehicle highway account
established under IC 8-14-1-1 or the local road and street
account established under IC 8-14-2-4; or
(2) revenue from property taxes levied under IC 6-1.1; for which
the budget, rate, or levy is certified by the department of local
government finance under IC 6-1.1-17-16,

the political subdivision must report the additional appropriation to the
department of local government finance. If the additional appropriation
is made from a fund described under this subsection, subsections (f),
(g), (h), and (i) apply to the political subdivision.

(c) However, if the additional appropriation is not made from a fund
described under subsection (b), subsections (f), (g), (h), and (i) do not
apply to the political subdivision. Subsections (f), (g), (h), and (i) do not
apply to an additional appropriation made from the cumulative bridge
fund if the appropriation meets the requirements under IC 8-16-3-3(c).

(d) A political subdivision may make an additional appropriation
without approval of the department of local government finance if the
additional appropriation is made from a fund that is not described under
subsection (b). However, the fiscal officer of the political subdivision
shall report the additional appropriation to the department of local
government finance.

(e) Subject to subsections (j) and (k), after the public hearing, the
proper officers of the political subdivision shall file a certified copy of
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their final proposal and any other relevant information to the

department of local government finance not later than fifteen (15)

days after the additional appropriation is adopted by the
appropriate fiscal body. If the additional appropriation is not
submitted to the department of local government finance within
fifteen (15) days after adoption, the department of local
government finance may require the political subdivision to
conduct a readoption hearing.

(f) When the department of local government finance receives a
certified copy of a proposal for an additional appropriation under
subsection (e), the department shall determine whether sufficient funds
are available or will be available for the proposal. The determination
shall be made in writing and sent to the political subdivision not more
than fifteen (15) days after the department of local government finance
receives the proposal.

(g) In making the determination under subsection (f), the department
of local government finance shall limit the amount of the additional
appropriation to revenues available, or to be made available, which have
not been previously appropriated.

(h) If the department of local government finance disapproves an
additional appropriation under subsection (f), the department shall
specify the reason for its disapproval on the determination sent to the
political subdivision.

(i) A political subdivision may request a reconsideration of a
determination of the department of local government finance under this
section by filing a written request for reconsideration. A request for
reconsideration must:

(1) be filed with the department of local government finance
within fifteen (15) days of the receipt of the determination by the
political subdivision; and
(2) state with reasonable specificity the reason for the request.

The department of local government finance must act on a request for
reconsideration within fifteen (15) days of receiving the request.

(j) This subsection applies to an additional appropriation by a
political subdivision that must have the political subdivision's annual
appropriations and annual tax levy adopted by a city, town, or county
fiscal body under IC 6-1.1-17-20 or IC 36-1-23 or by a legislative or
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fiscal body under IC 36-3-6-9. The fiscal or legislative body of the city,
town, or county that adopted the political subdivision's annual
appropriation and annual tax levy must adopt the additional
appropriation by ordinance before the department of local government
finance may approve the additional appropriation.

(k) This subsection applies to a public library that is not required to
submit the public library's budgets, tax rates, and tax levies for binding
review and approval under IC 6-1.1-17-20 or IC 6-1.1-17-20.4. If a
public library subject to this subsection proposes to make an additional
appropriation for a year, and the additional appropriation would result
in the budget for the library for that year increasing (as compared to the
previous year) by a percentage that is greater than the result of the

assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the calendar year minus one (1), the additional
appropriation must first be approved by the city, town, or county fiscal
body described in IC 6-1.1-17-20.3(c) or IC 6-1.1-17-20(d),
IC 6-1.1-17-20.3(d), as appropriate.

SECTION 28. IC 6-1.1-18-30 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 30. (a) This section applies

only to Sullivan County.
(b) The executive of the county may, upon approval by the fiscal

body of the county, submit a petition to the department of local
government finance for an increase in the county's maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for
property taxes due and payable in 2021. A petition must be
submitted not later than September 1, 2020.

(c) If a petition is submitted under subsection (b), the
department of local government finance shall increase the county's
maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy under
IC 6-1.1-18.5 for property taxes due and payable in 2021. The
amount of the increase under this section is equal to the difference
between:

(1) the lesser of:
(A) the county's maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for property taxes
due and payable in 2020; or
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(B) the ad valorem property tax levy adopted by the
county fiscal body for property taxes due and payable in
2020; and

(2) the county's ad valorem property tax levy under
IC 6-1.1-18.5 as certified by the department of local
government finance for property taxes due and payable in
2020.

(d) The adjustment under this section is a temporary, one (1)
time increase to the county's maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy for purposes of IC 6-1.1-18.5.

(e) This section expires June 30, 2023.
SECTION 29. IC 6-1.1-18-31 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 31. (a) This section applies

only to the Wabash city school corporation.
(b) The superintendent of the Wabash city school corporation

may, upon approval by the governing board of the school
corporation, submit a petition to the department of local
government finance for an increase in the school corporation's
maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy under
IC 20-46-8-1 for its operations fund for property taxes due and
payable in 2021. A petition must be submitted not later than
September 1, 2020.

(c) If a petition is submitted under subsection (b), the
department of local government finance shall increase the school
corporation's maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
under IC 20-46-8-1 for its operations fund for property taxes due
and payable in 2021. The amount of the increase under this section
is equal to the difference between:

(1) the lesser of:
(A) the school corporation's maximum permissible ad
valorem property tax levy under IC 20-46-8-1 for the
operations fund for property taxes due and payable in
2020; or
(B) the ad valorem property tax levy for the operations
fund adopted for the school corporation for property taxes
due and payable in 2020; and
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(2) the school corporation's ad valorem property tax levy
under IC 20-46-8-1 for the operations fund as certified by the
department of local government finance for property taxes
due and payable in 2020.

(d) The adjustment under this section is a temporary, one (1)
time increase to the school corporation's maximum permissible ad
valorem property tax levy for purposes of IC 20-46-8-1.

(e) This section expires June 30, 2023.
SECTION 30. IC 6-1.1-18-32 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 32. (a) This section applies

only to the city of Wabash.
(b) The executive of the city may, upon approval by the fiscal

body of the city, submit a petition to the department of local
government finance for an increase in the city's maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for
property taxes due and payable in 2021. A petition must be
submitted not later than September 1, 2020.

(c) If a petition is submitted under subsection (b), the
department of local government finance shall increase the city's
maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy under
IC 6-1.1-18.5 for property taxes due and payable in 2021. The
amount of the increase under this section is equal to the difference
between:

(1) the lesser of:
(A) the city's maximum permissible ad valorem property
tax levy under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for property taxes due and
payable in 2020; or
(B) the ad valorem property tax levy adopted by the city
fiscal body for property taxes due and payable in 2020;
and

(2) the city's ad valorem property tax levy as certified by the
department of local government finance for property taxes
due and payable in 2020.

(d) The adjustment under this section is a temporary, one (1)
time increase to the city's maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy for purposes of IC 6-1.1-18.5.
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(e) This section expires June 30, 2023.
SECTION 31. IC 6-1.1-18.5-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.238-2019,

SECTION 8, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) As used in this section, "Indiana nonfarm
personal income" means the estimate of total nonfarm personal income
for Indiana in a calendar year as computed by the federal Bureau of
Economic Analysis using any actual data for the calendar year and any
estimated data determined appropriate by the federal Bureau of
Economic Analysis.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), for purposes of determining
a civil taxing unit's maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
for an ensuing calendar year, the civil taxing unit shall use the assessed

value maximum levy growth quotient determined in the last STEP of
the following STEPS:

STEP ONE: For each of the six (6) calendar years immediately
preceding the year in which a budget is adopted under
IC 6-1.1-17-5 for the ensuing calendar year, divide the Indiana
nonfarm personal income for the calendar year by the Indiana
nonfarm personal income for the calendar year immediately
preceding that calendar year, rounding to the nearest
one-thousandth (0.001).
STEP TWO: Determine the sum of the STEP ONE results.
STEP THREE: Divide the STEP TWO result by six (6), rounding
to the nearest one-thousandth (0.001).
STEP FOUR: Determine the lesser of the following:

(A) The STEP THREE quotient.
(B) One and six-hundredths (1.06).

(c) A school corporation shall use for its operations fund maximum

levy calculation under IC 20-46-8-1 the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient determined in the last STEP of the following STEPS:

STEP ONE: Determine for each school corporation, the average
annual growth in net assessed value using the three (3) calendar
years immediately preceding the year in which a budget is adopted
under IC 6-1.1-17-5 for the ensuing calendar year.
STEP TWO: Determine the greater of:

(A) zero (0); or
(B) the STEP ONE amount minus the sum of:
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(i) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under subsection (b) minus one (1); plus
(ii) two-hundredths (0.02).

STEP THREE: Determine the lesser of:
(A) the STEP TWO amount; or
(B) four-hundredths (0.04).

STEP FOUR: Determine the sum of:
(A) the STEP THREE amount; plus

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under subsection (b).

STEP FIVE: Determine the greater of:
(A) the STEP FOUR amount; or

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under subsection (b).

(d) The budget agency shall provide the assessed value maximum

levy growth quotient for the ensuing year to civil taxing units, school
corporations, and the department of local government finance before
July 1 of each year.

SECTION 32. IC 6-1.1-18.5-7, AS AMENDED BY P.L.203-2016,
SECTION 8, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 7. (a) A civil taxing unit is not subject to the levy
limits imposed by section 3 of this chapter for an ensuing calendar year
if the civil taxing unit did not adopt an ad valorem property tax levy for
the immediately preceding calendar year.

(b) If under subsection (a) a civil taxing unit is not subject to the levy

limits imposed under section 3 of this chapter for a an ensuing calendar

year, the civil taxing unit shall, before June 30 of the immediately

preceding year, refer its proposed budget, ad valorem property tax

levy, and property tax rate for that the ensuing calendar year to the
department of local government finance. The department of local
government finance shall make a final determination of the civil taxing
unit's budget, ad valorem property tax levy, and property tax rate for

that the ensuing calendar year. However, a civil taxing unit may not

impose a property tax levy for a an ensuing calendar year if the unit

did not exist as of January 1 of the immediately preceding year.

(c) This subsection does not apply to an ad valorem property
tax levy imposed by a civil taxing unit for fire protection services
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within a fire protection territory under IC 36-8-19. In determining
a budget, ad valorem property tax levy, and property tax rate
under subsection (b), the department shall consider the effect of a
property tax levy on a local income tax distribution to the civil
taxing unit under IC 6-3.6-6.

SECTION 33. IC 6-1.1-18.5-10, AS AMENDED BY P.L.76-2018,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 10. (a) The ad valorem property tax levy limits
imposed by section 3 of this chapter do not apply to ad valorem
property taxes imposed by a civil taxing unit to be used to fund:

(1) community mental health centers under:
(A) IC 12-29-2-1.2, for only those civil taxing units that
authorized financial assistance under IC 12-29-1 before 2002
for a community mental health center as long as the tax levy
under this section does not exceed the levy authorized in 2002;
(B) IC 12-29-2-2 through IC 12-29-2-4; and
(C) IC 12-29-2-13; or

(2) community intellectual disability and other developmental
disabilities centers under IC 12-29-1-1.

(b) For purposes of computing the ad valorem property tax levy
limits imposed on a civil taxing unit by section 3 of this chapter, the
civil taxing unit's ad valorem property tax levy for a particular calendar
year does not include that part of the levy described in subsection (a).

(c) This subsection applies to property taxes first due and payable
after December 31, 2008. Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b) or
any other law, any property taxes imposed by a civil taxing unit that are
exempted by this section from the ad valorem property tax levy limits
imposed by section 3 of this chapter may not increase annually by a
percentage greater than the result of:

(1) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under section 2 of this chapter; minus
(2) one (1).

(d) Before July 15 of each year, the department of local government
finance shall provide to each county an estimate of the maximum
amount of property taxes imposed for community mental health centers
or community intellectual disability and other developmental disabilities
centers that are exempt from the levy limits for the ensuing year.
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SECTION 34. IC 6-1.1-18.5-10.5, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.245-2015, SECTION 13, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 10.5. (a) The ad
valorem property tax levy limits imposed by section 3 of this chapter do
not apply to ad valorem property taxes imposed by a civil taxing unit
for fire protection services within a fire protection territory under
IC 36-8-19, if the civil taxing unit is a participating unit in a fire
protection territory established before August 1, 2001. For purposes of
computing the ad valorem property tax levy limits imposed on a civil
taxing unit by section 3 of this chapter on a civil taxing unit that is a
participating unit in a fire protection territory, established before
August 1, 2001, the civil taxing unit's ad valorem property tax levy for
a particular calendar year does not include that part of the levy imposed
under IC 36-8-19. Any property taxes imposed by a civil taxing unit
that are exempted by this subsection from the ad valorem property tax
levy limits imposed by section 3 of this chapter and first due and
payable after December 31, 2008, may not increase annually by a
percentage greater than the result of:

(1) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under section 2 of this chapter; minus
(2) one (1).

(b) The department of local government finance may, under this
subsection, increase the maximum permissible ad valorem property tax
levy that would otherwise apply to a civil taxing unit under section 3 of
this chapter to meet the civil taxing unit's obligations to a fire protection
territory established under IC 36-8-19. To obtain an increase in the civil
taxing unit's maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy, a civil
taxing unit shall submit a petition to the department of local
government finance in the year immediately preceding the first year in
which the civil taxing unit levies a tax to support the fire protection
territory. The petition must be filed before the date specified in section
12(a)(1) of this chapter of that year. The department of local
government finance shall make a final determination of the civil taxing
unit's budget, ad valorem property tax levy, and property tax rate for the
fire protection territory for the ensuing calendar year. In making its
determination under this subsection, the department of local government
finance shall consider the amount that the civil taxing unit is obligated
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to provide to meet the expenses of operation and maintenance of the fire
protection services within the territory, including the participating unit's
reasonable share of an operating balance for the fire protection territory.
The department of local government finance shall determine the entire
amount of the allowable adjustment in the final determination. The
department shall order the adjustment implemented in the amounts and
over the number of years, not exceeding three (3), requested by the
petitioning civil taxing unit. However, the department of local
government finance may not approve under this subsection a property
tax levy greater than zero (0) if the civil taxing unit did not exist as of
the assessment date for which the tax levy will be imposed. For
purposes of applying this subsection to the civil taxing unit's maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy in subsequent calendar years,
the department of local government finance may determine not to
consider part or all of the part of the property tax levy imposed to
establish the operating balance of the fire protection territory.

SECTION 35. IC 6-1.1-18.5-12, AS AMENDED BY P.L.84-2016,
SECTION 29, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 12. (a) Any civil taxing unit that
determines that it cannot carry out its governmental functions for an
ensuing calendar year under the levy limitations imposed by section 3

or 25 of this chapter, as applicable, may:
(1) before October 20 of the calendar year immediately preceding
the ensuing calendar year; or
(2) in the case of a request described in section 16 of this chapter,
before December 31 of the calendar year immediately preceding
the ensuing calendar year;

appeal to the department of local government finance for relief from
those levy limitations. In the appeal the civil taxing unit must state that
it will be unable to carry out the governmental functions committed to
it by law unless it is given the authority that it is petitioning for. The
civil taxing unit must support these allegations by reasonably detailed
statements of fact.

(b) The department of local government finance shall immediately
proceed to the examination and consideration of the merits of the civil
taxing unit's appeal.

(c) In considering an appeal, the department of local government
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finance has the power to conduct hearings, require any officer or
member of the appealing civil taxing unit to appear before it, or require
any officer or member of the appealing civil taxing unit to provide the
department with any relevant records or books.

(d) If an officer or member:
(1) fails to appear at a hearing after having been given written
notice requiring that person's attendance; or
(2) fails to produce the books and records that the department by
written notice required the officer or member to produce;

then the department may file an affidavit in the circuit court, superior
court, or probate court in the jurisdiction in which the officer or member
may be found setting forth the facts of the failure.

(e) Upon the filing of an affidavit under subsection (d), the court
shall promptly issue a summons, and the sheriff of the county within
which the court is sitting shall serve the summons. The summons must
command the officer or member to appear before the department to
provide information to the department or to produce books and records
for the department's use, as the case may be. Disobedience of the
summons constitutes, and is punishable as, a contempt of the court that
issued the summons.

(f) All expenses incident to the filing of an affidavit under subsection
(d) and the issuance and service of a summons shall be charged to the
officer or member against whom the summons is issued, unless the
court finds that the officer or member was acting in good faith and with
reasonable cause. If the court finds that the officer or member was
acting in good faith and with reasonable cause or if an affidavit is filed
and no summons is issued, the expenses shall be charged against the
county in which the affidavit was filed and shall be allowed by the
proper fiscal officers of that county.

(g) The fiscal officer of a civil taxing unit that appeals under section
16 of this chapter for relief from levy limitations shall immediately file
a copy of the appeal petition with the county auditor and the county
treasurer of the county in which the unit is located.

SECTION 36. IC 6-1.1-18.5-13, AS AMENDED BY P.L.86-2018,
SECTION 51, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 13. (a) With respect to an appeal
filed under section 12 of this chapter, the department may find that a
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civil taxing unit should receive any one (1) or more of the following
types of relief:

(1) Permission to the civil taxing unit to increase its levy in excess

of the limitations established under section 3 or 25 of this chapter,

as applicable, if in the judgment of the department the increase is
reasonably necessary due to increased costs of the civil taxing unit
resulting from annexation, consolidation, or other extensions of
governmental services by the civil taxing unit to additional
geographic areas. With respect to annexation, consolidation, or
other extensions of governmental services in a calendar year, if
those increased costs are incurred by the civil taxing unit in that
calendar year and more than one (1) immediately succeeding
calendar year, the unit may appeal under section 12 of this chapter
for permission to increase its levy under this subdivision based on
those increased costs in any of the following:

(A) The first calendar year in which those costs are incurred.
(B) One (1) or more of the immediately succeeding four (4)
calendar years.

(2) Permission to the civil taxing unit to increase its levy in excess

of the limitations established under section 3 or 25 of this chapter,

as applicable, if the department finds that the quotient determined

under STEP SIX of the following formula is equal to or greater
than one and two-hundredths (1.02):

STEP ONE: Determine the three (3) calendar years that most
immediately precede the ensuing calendar year.
STEP TWO: Compute separately, for each of the calendar
years determined in STEP ONE, the quotient (rounded to the
nearest ten-thousandth (0.0001)) of the sum of the civil taxing
unit's total assessed value of all taxable property and:

(i) for a particular calendar year before 2007, the total
assessed value of property tax deductions in the unit under
IC 6-1.1-12-41 (repealed) or IC 6-1.1-12-42 in the particular
calendar year; or
(ii) for a particular calendar year after 2006, the total
assessed value of property tax deductions that applied in the
unit under IC 6-1.1-12-42 in 2006 plus for a particular
calendar year after 2009, the total assessed value of property
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tax deductions that applied in the unit under
IC 6-1.1-12-37.5 in 2008;

divided by the sum determined under this STEP for the
calendar year immediately preceding the particular calendar
year.
STEP THREE: Divide the sum of the three (3) quotients
computed in STEP TWO by three (3).
STEP FOUR: Compute separately, for each of the calendar
years determined in STEP ONE, the quotient (rounded to the
nearest ten-thousandth (0.0001)) of the sum of the total
assessed value of all taxable property in all counties and:

(i) for a particular calendar year before 2007, the total
assessed value of property tax deductions in all counties
under IC 6-1.1-12-41 (repealed) or IC 6-1.1-12-42 in the
particular calendar year; or
(ii) for a particular calendar year after 2006, the total
assessed value of property tax deductions that applied in all
counties under IC 6-1.1-12-42 in 2006 plus for a particular
calendar year after 2009, the total assessed value of property
tax deductions that applied in the unit under
IC 6-1.1-12-37.5 in 2008;

divided by the sum determined under this STEP for the
calendar year immediately preceding the particular calendar
year.
STEP FIVE: Divide the sum of the three (3) quotients
computed in STEP FOUR by three (3).
STEP SIX: Divide the STEP THREE amount by the STEP
FIVE amount.

The civil taxing unit may increase its levy by a percentage not
greater than the percentage by which the STEP THREE amount
exceeds the percentage by which the civil taxing unit may increase

its levy under section 3 or 25 of this chapter, as applicable, based

on the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under section 2 of this chapter.
(3) A levy increase may be granted under this subdivision only for
property taxes first due and payable after December 31, 2008.
Permission to a civil taxing unit to increase its levy in excess of
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the limitations established under section 3 or 25 of this chapter,

as applicable, if the civil taxing unit cannot carry out its
governmental functions for an ensuing calendar year under the

levy limitations imposed by section 3 or 25 of this chapter, as

applicable, due to a natural disaster, an accident, or another

unanticipated emergency.
(b) The department of local government finance shall increase the

maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy under section 3 of
this chapter for the city of Goshen for 2012 and thereafter by an amount
equal to the greater of zero (0) or the result of:

(1) the city's total pension costs in 2009 for the 1925 police
pension fund (IC 36-8-6) and the 1937 firefighters' pension fund
(IC 36-8-7); minus
(2) the sum of:

(A) the total amount of state funds received in 2009 by the city
and used to pay benefits to members of the 1925 police
pension fund (IC 36-8-6) or the 1937 firefighters' pension fund
(IC 36-8-7); plus
(B) any previous permanent increases to the city's levy that
were authorized to account for the transfer to the state of the
responsibility to pay benefits to members of the 1925 police
pension fund (IC 36-8-6) and the 1937 firefighters' pension
fund (IC 36-8-7).

SECTION 37. IC 6-1.1-18.5-14, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.182-2009(ss), SECTION 134, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 14. (a) The department
of local government finance may order a correction of any advertising
error, mathematical error, or error in data made at the local level for any
calendar year if the department finds that the error affects the

determination of the limitations established by section 3 or 25 of this

chapter, as applicable, or the tax rate or levy of a civil taxing unit. The
department of local government finance may on its own initiative
correct such an advertising error, mathematical error, or error in data for
any civil taxing unit.

(b) A correction made under subsection (a) for a prior calendar year
shall be applied to the civil taxing unit's levy limitations, rate, and levy
for the ensuing calendar year to offset any cumulative effect that the
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error caused in the determination of the civil taxing unit's levy
limitations, rate, or levy for the ensuing calendar year.

SECTION 38. IC 6-1.1-18.5-16, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.257-2019, SECTION 53, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16. (a) A civil taxing
unit may request permission from the department to impose an ad
valorem property tax levy that exceeds the limits imposed by section 3
of this chapter if:

(1) the civil taxing unit experienced a property tax revenue
shortfall that resulted from erroneous assessed valuation figures
being provided to the civil taxing unit;
(2) the erroneous assessed valuation figures were used by the civil
taxing unit in determining its total property tax rate; and
(3) the error in the assessed valuation figures was found after the
civil taxing unit's property tax levy resulting from that total rate
was finally approved by the department of local government
finance.

However, a civil taxing unit may not make a request described in this
subsection on account of a revenue shortfall experienced in excess of
five (5) years from the date of the most recent certified budget, tax rate,
and levy of the civil taxing unit under IC 6-1.1-17-16.

(b) A civil taxing unit may request permission from the department
to impose an ad valorem property tax levy that exceeds the limits

imposed by section 3 or 25 of this chapter, as applicable, if the civil
taxing unit experienced a property tax revenue shortfall because of the
payment of refunds that resulted from appeals under this article and
IC 6-1.5. However, a civil taxing unit may not make a request described
in this subsection on account of a revenue shortfall experienced in
excess of five (5) years from the date of the most recent certified
budget, tax rate, and levy of the civil taxing unit under IC 6-1.1-17-16.

(c) If the department determines that a shortfall described in
subsection (a) or (b) has occurred, the department of local government
finance may find that the civil taxing unit should be allowed to impose

a property tax levy exceeding the limit imposed by section 3 or 25 of

this chapter, as applicable. However, the maximum amount by which
the civil taxing unit's levy may be increased over the limits imposed by

section 3 or 25 of this chapter, as applicable, equals the remainder of
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the civil taxing unit's property tax levy for the particular calendar year
as finally approved by the department of local government finance
minus the actual property tax levy collected by the civil taxing unit for
that particular calendar year.

(d) Any property taxes collected by a civil taxing unit over the limits

imposed by section 3 or 25 of this chapter, as applicable, under the
authority of this section may not be treated as a part of the civil taxing
unit's maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy for purposes
of determining its maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
for future years.

(e) If the department of local government finance authorizes an
excess tax levy under this section, it shall take appropriate steps to
insure that the proceeds are first used to repay any loan made to the civil
taxing unit for the purpose of meeting its current expenses.

SECTION 39. IC 6-1.1-18.5-25, AS ADDED BY P.L.180-2016,
SECTION 11, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 25. (a) The ad valorem property tax
levy limits imposed under section 3 of this chapter do not apply to a
municipality in a year if all the following apply:

(1) The percentage growth in the municipality's assessed value for
the preceding year compared to the year before the preceding year

is at least two (2) times the assessed value maximum levy growth
quotient determined under section 2 of this chapter for the
preceding year.
(2) The municipality's population increased by at least one
hundred fifty percent (150%) between the last two (2) decennial
censuses.

(b) A municipality that meets all the requirements under subsection
(a) may increase its ad valorem property tax levy in excess of the limits
imposed under section 3 of this chapter by a percentage equal to the
lesser of:

(1) the percentage growth in the municipality's assessed value for
the preceding year compared to the year before the preceding year;
or
(2) six percent (6%).

(c) A municipality's assessed value maximum levy growth that
results from either annexation or the pass through of assessed value
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from a tax increment financing district may not be included for the

purposes of determining a municipality's assessed value maximum levy
growth under this section.

(d) This section applies to property tax levies imposed after
December 31, 2016.

SECTION 40. IC 6-1.1-20-1.1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.246-2017,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1.1. As used in this chapter, "controlled project"
means any project financed by bonds or a lease, except for the
following:

(1) A project for which the political subdivision reasonably
expects to pay:

(A) debt service; or
(B) lease rentals;

from funds other than property taxes that are exempt from the levy
limitations of IC 6-1.1-18.5 or (before January 1, 2009)
IC 20-45-3. A project is not a controlled project even though the
political subdivision has pledged to levy property taxes to pay the
debt service or lease rentals if those other funds are insufficient.
(2) A project that will not cost the political subdivision more than
the lesser of the following:

(A) An amount equal to the following:
(i) In the case of an ordinance or resolution adopted before
January 1, 2018, making a preliminary determination to issue
bonds or enter into a lease for the project, two million dollars
($2,000,000).
(ii) In the case of an ordinance or resolution adopted after
December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2019, making a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease
for the project, five million dollars ($5,000,000).
(iii) In the case of an ordinance or resolution adopted in a
calendar year after December 31, 2018, making a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease
for the project, an amount (as determined by the department
of local government finance) equal to the result of the

assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year multiplied by the amount
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determined under this clause for the preceding calendar year.
The department of local government finance shall publish the
threshold determined under item (iii) in the Indiana Register
under IC 4-22-7-7 not more than sixty (60) days after the date

the budget agency releases the maximum levy growth quotient
for the ensuing year under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.
(B) An amount equal to the following:

(i) One percent (1%) of the total gross assessed value of
property within the political subdivision on the last
assessment date, if that total gross assessed value is more
than one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000).
(ii) One million dollars ($1,000,000), if the total gross
assessed value of property within the political subdivision on
the last assessment date is not more than one hundred million
dollars ($100,000,000).

(3) A project that is being refinanced for the purpose of providing
gross or net present value savings to taxpayers.
(4) A project for which bonds were issued or leases were entered
into before January 1, 1996, or where the state board of tax
commissioners has approved the issuance of bonds or the
execution of leases before January 1, 1996.
(5) A project that is required by a court order holding that a
federal law mandates the project.
(6) A project that is in response to:

(A) a natural disaster;
(B) an accident; or
(C) an emergency;

in the political subdivision that makes a building or facility
unavailable for its intended use.
(7) A project that was not a controlled project under this section
as in effect on June 30, 2008, and for which:

(A) the bonds or lease for the project were issued or entered
into before July 1, 2008; or
(B) the issuance of the bonds or the execution of the lease for
the project was approved by the department of local
government finance before July 1, 2008.

(8) A project of the Little Calumet River basin development
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commission for which bonds are payable from special assessments
collected under IC 14-13-2-18.6.

SECTION 41. IC 6-1.1-20-3.1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.246-2017,
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.1. (a) Subject to section 3.5(a)(1)(C) of this
chapter, this section applies only to the following:

(1) A controlled project (as defined in section 1.1 of this chapter
as in effect June 30, 2008) for which the proper officers of a
political subdivision make a preliminary determination in the
manner described in subsection (b) before July 1, 2008.
(2) An elementary school building, middle school building, high
school building, or other school building for academic instruction
that:

(A) is a controlled project;
(B) will be used for any combination of kindergarten through
grade 12; and
(C) will not cost more than the lesser of the following:

(i) The threshold amount determined under this item. In the
case of an ordinance or resolution adopted before January 1,
2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or
enter into a lease for the project, the threshold amount is ten
million dollars ($10,000,000). In the case of an ordinance or
resolution adopted after December 31, 2017, and before
January 1, 2019, making a preliminary determination to issue
bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold
amount is fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000). In the case
of an ordinance or resolution adopted in a calendar year after
December 31, 2018, making a preliminary determination to
issue bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold
amount is an amount (as determined by the department of
local government finance) equal to the result of the assessed

value maximum levy growth quotient determined under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year multiplied by the threshold
amount determined under this item for the preceding calendar
year. In the case of a threshold amount determined under this
item that applies for a calendar year after December 31,
2018, the department of local government finance shall
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publish the threshold in the Indiana Register under
IC 4-22-7-7 not more than sixty (60) days after the date the

budget agency releases the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient for the ensuing year under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.
(ii) An amount equal to one percent (1%) of the total gross
assessed value of property within the political subdivision on
the last assessment date, if that total gross assessed value is
more than one billion dollars ($1,000,000,000), or ten
million dollars ($10,000,000), if the total gross assessed
value of property within the political subdivision on the last
assessment date is not more than one billion dollars
($1,000,000,000).

(3) Any other controlled project that:
(A) is not a controlled project described in subdivision (1) or
(2); and
(B) will not cost the political subdivision more than the lesser
of the following:

(i) The threshold amount determined under this item. In the
case of an ordinance or resolution adopted before January 1,
2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or
enter into a lease for the project, the threshold amount is
twelve million dollars ($12,000,000). In the case of an
ordinance or resolution adopted after December 31, 2017,
and before January 1, 2019, making a preliminary
determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for the
project, the threshold amount is fifteen million dollars
($15,000,000). In the case of an ordinance or resolution
adopted in a calendar year after December 31, 2018, making
a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a
lease for the project, the threshold amount is an amount (as
determined by the department of local government finance)

equal to the result of the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the
year multiplied by the threshold amount determined under
this item for the preceding calendar year. In the case of a
threshold amount determined under this item that applies for
a calendar year after December 31, 2018, the department of



2091P.L.159—2020

local government finance shall publish the threshold in the
Indiana Register under IC 4-22-7-7 not more than sixty (60)
days after the date the budget agency releases the assessed

value maximum levy growth quotient for the ensuing year
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.
(ii) An amount equal to one percent (1%) of the total gross
assessed value of property within the political subdivision on
the last assessment date, if that total gross assessed value is
more than one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000), or
one million dollars ($1,000,000), if the total gross assessed
value of property within the political subdivision on the last
assessment date is not more than one hundred million dollars
($100,000,000).

(b) A political subdivision may not impose property taxes to pay
debt service on bonds or lease rentals on a lease for a controlled project
without completing the following procedures:

(1) The proper officers of a political subdivision shall publish
notice in accordance with IC 5-3-1 and send notice by first class
mail to the circuit court clerk and to any organization that delivers
to the officers, before January 1 of that year, an annual written
request for such notices of any meeting to consider adoption of a
resolution or an ordinance making a preliminary determination to
issue bonds or enter into a lease and shall conduct at least two (2)
public hearings on a preliminary determination before adoption of
the resolution or ordinance. The political subdivision must at each
of the public hearings on the preliminary determination allow the
public to testify regarding the preliminary determination and must
make the following information available to the public at each of
the public hearings on the preliminary determination, in addition
to any other information required by law:

(A) The result of the political subdivision's current and
projected annual debt service payments divided by the net
assessed value of taxable property within the political
subdivision.
(B) The result of:

(i) the sum of the political subdivision's outstanding long
term debt plus the outstanding long term debt of other taxing
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units that include any of the territory of the political
subdivision; divided by
(ii) the net assessed value of taxable property within the
political subdivision.

(C) The information specified in subdivision (3)(A) through
(3)(H).

(2) When the proper officers of a political subdivision make a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for
a controlled project, the officers shall give notice of the
preliminary determination by:

(A) publication in accordance with IC 5-3-1; and
(B) first class mail to the circuit court clerk and to the
organizations described in subdivision (1).

(3) A notice under subdivision (2) of the preliminary
determination of the political subdivision to issue bonds or enter
into a lease for a controlled project must include the following
information:

(A) The maximum term of the bonds or lease.
(B) The maximum principal amount of the bonds or the
maximum lease rental for the lease.
(C) The estimated interest rates that will be paid and the total
interest costs associated with the bonds or lease.
(D) The purpose of the bonds or lease.
(E) A statement that any owners of property within the political
subdivision or registered voters residing within the political
subdivision who want to initiate a petition and remonstrance
process against the proposed debt service or lease payments
must file a petition that complies with subdivisions (4) and (5)
not later than thirty (30) days after publication in accordance
with IC 5-3-1.
(F) With respect to bonds issued or a lease entered into to
open:

(i) a new school facility; or
(ii) an existing facility that has not been used for at least
three (3) years and that is being reopened to provide
additional classroom space;

the estimated costs the school corporation expects to incur



2093P.L.159—2020

annually to operate the facility.
(G) A statement of whether the school corporation expects to
appeal for a new facility adjustment (as defined in
IC 20-45-1-16 (repealed) before January 1, 2009) for an
increased maximum permissible tuition support levy to pay the
estimated costs described in clause (F).
(H) The following information:

(i) The political subdivision's current debt service levy and
rate.
(ii) The estimated increase to the political subdivision's debt
service levy and rate that will result if the political
subdivision issues the bonds or enters into the lease.
(iii) The estimated amount of the political subdivision's debt
service levy and rate that will result during the following ten
(10) years if the political subdivision issues the bonds or
enters into the lease, after also considering any changes that
will occur to the debt service levy and rate during that period
on account of any outstanding bonds or lease obligations that
will mature or terminate during that period.

(I) The information specified in subdivision (1)(A) through
(1)(B).

(4) After notice is given, a petition requesting the application of a
petition and remonstrance process may be filed by the lesser of:

(A) five hundred (500) persons who are either owners of
property within the political subdivision or registered voters
residing within the political subdivision; or
(B) five percent (5%) of the registered voters residing within
the political subdivision.

(5) The state board of accounts shall design and, upon request by
the county voter registration office, deliver to the county voter
registration office or the county voter registration office's
designated printer the petition forms to be used solely in the
petition process described in this section. The county voter
registration office shall issue to an owner or owners of property
within the political subdivision or a registered voter residing
within the political subdivision the number of petition forms
requested by the owner or owners or the registered voter. Each
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form must be accompanied by instructions detailing the
requirements that:

(A) the carrier and signers must be owners of property or
registered voters;
(B) the carrier must be a signatory on at least one (1) petition;
(C) after the signatures have been collected, the carrier must
swear or affirm before a notary public that the carrier witnessed
each signature; and
(D) govern the closing date for the petition period.

Persons requesting forms may be required to identify themselves
as owners of property or registered voters and may be allowed to
pick up additional copies to distribute to other owners of property
or registered voters. Each person signing a petition must indicate
whether the person is signing the petition as a registered voter
within the political subdivision or is signing the petition as the
owner of property within the political subdivision. A person who
signs a petition as a registered voter must indicate the address at
which the person is registered to vote. A person who signs a
petition as an owner of property must indicate the address of the
property owned by the person in the political subdivision.
(6) Each petition must be verified under oath by at least one (1)
qualified petitioner in a manner prescribed by the state board of
accounts before the petition is filed with the county voter
registration office under subdivision (7).
(7) Each petition must be filed with the county voter registration
office not more than thirty (30) days after publication under
subdivision (2) of the notice of the preliminary determination.
(8) The county voter registration office shall determine whether
each person who signed the petition is a registered voter. However,
after the county voter registration office has determined that at
least five hundred twenty-five (525) persons who signed the
petition are registered voters within the political subdivision, the
county voter registration office is not required to verify whether
the remaining persons who signed the petition are registered
voters. If the county voter registration office does not determine
that at least five hundred twenty-five (525) persons who signed the
petition are registered voters, the county voter registration office



2095P.L.159—2020

shall, not more than fifteen (15) business days after receiving a
petition, forward a copy of the petition to the county auditor. Not
more than ten (10) business days after receiving the copy of the
petition, the county auditor shall provide to the county voter
registration office a statement verifying:

(A) whether a person who signed the petition as a registered
voter but is not a registered voter, as determined by the county
voter registration office, is the owner of property in the
political subdivision; and
(B) whether a person who signed the petition as an owner of
property within the political subdivision does in fact own
property within the political subdivision.

(9) The county voter registration office, not more than ten (10)
business days after determining that at least five hundred
twenty-five (525) persons who signed the petition are registered
voters or receiving the statement from the county auditor under
subdivision (8), as applicable, shall make the final determination
of the number of petitioners that are registered voters in the
political subdivision and, based on the statement provided by the
county auditor, the number of petitioners that own property within
the political subdivision. Whenever the name of an individual who
signs a petition form as a registered voter contains a minor
variation from the name of the registered voter as set forth in the
records of the county voter registration office, the signature is
presumed to be valid, and there is a presumption that the
individual is entitled to sign the petition under this section. Except
as otherwise provided in this chapter, in determining whether an
individual is a registered voter, the county voter registration office
shall apply the requirements and procedures used under IC 3 to
determine whether a person is a registered voter for purposes of
voting in an election governed by IC 3. However, an individual is
not required to comply with the provisions concerning providing
proof of identification to be considered a registered voter for
purposes of this chapter. A person is entitled to sign a petition
only one (1) time in a particular petition and remonstrance process
under this chapter, regardless of whether the person owns more
than one (1) parcel of real property, mobile home assessed as
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personal property, or manufactured home assessed as personal
property, or a combination of those types of property within the
subdivision and regardless of whether the person is both a
registered voter in the political subdivision and the owner of
property within the political subdivision. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, if a petition is presented to the
county voter registration office within forty-five (45) days before
an election, the county voter registration office may defer acting on
the petition, and the time requirements under this section for
action by the county voter registration office do not begin to run
until five (5) days after the date of the election.
(10) The county voter registration office must file a certificate and
each petition with:

(A) the township trustee, if the political subdivision is a
township, who shall present the petition or petitions to the
township board; or
(B) the body that has the authority to authorize the issuance of
the bonds or the execution of a lease, if the political
subdivision is not a township;

within thirty-five (35) business days of the filing of the petition
requesting a petition and remonstrance process. The certificate
must state the number of petitioners that are owners of property
within the political subdivision and the number of petitioners who
are registered voters residing within the political subdivision.

If a sufficient petition requesting a petition and remonstrance process
is not filed by owners of property or registered voters as set forth in this
section, the political subdivision may issue bonds or enter into a lease
by following the provisions of law relating to the bonds to be issued or
lease to be entered into.

(c) A political subdivision may not divide a controlled project in
order to avoid the requirements of this section and section 3.2 of this
chapter. A person that owns property within a political subdivision or
a person that is a registered voter residing within a political subdivision
may file a petition with the department of local government finance
objecting that the political subdivision has divided a controlled project
in order to avoid the requirements of this section and section 3.2 of this
chapter. The petition must be filed not more than ten (10) days after the
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political subdivision gives notice of the political subdivision's decision
to issue bonds or enter into leases for a capital project that the person
believes is the result of a division of a controlled project that is
prohibited by this subsection. If the department of local government
finance receives a petition under this subsection, the department shall
not later than thirty (30) days after receiving the petition make a final
determination on the issue of whether the political subdivision divided
a controlled project in order to avoid the requirements of this section
and section 3.2 of this chapter. If the department of local government
finance determines that a political subdivision divided a controlled
project in order to avoid the requirements of this section and section 3.2
of this chapter and the political subdivision continues to desire to
proceed with the project, the political subdivision shall fulfill the
requirements of this section and section 3.2 of this chapter, if
applicable, regardless of the cost of the project in dispute. A political
subdivision shall be considered to have divided a capital project in order
to avoid the requirements of this section and section 3.2 of this chapter
if the result of one (1) or more of the subprojects cannot reasonably be
considered an independently desirable end in itself without reference to
another capital project. This subsection does not prohibit a political
subdivision from undertaking a series of capital projects in which the
result of each capital project can reasonably be considered an
independently desirable end in itself without reference to another capital
project.

SECTION 42. IC 6-1.1-20-3.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.272-2019,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.5. (a) This section applies only to a controlled
project that meets the following conditions:

(1) The controlled project is described in one (1) of the following
categories:

(A) An elementary school building, middle school building,
high school building, or other school building for academic
instruction that will be used for any combination of
kindergarten through grade 12 and will cost more than the
lesser of the following:

(i) The threshold amount determined under this item. In the
case of an ordinance or resolution adopted before January 1,
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2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or
enter into a lease for the project, the threshold amount is ten
million dollars ($10,000,000). In the case of an ordinance or
resolution adopted after December 31, 2017, and before
January 1, 2019, making a preliminary determination to issue
bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold
amount is fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000). In the case
of an ordinance or resolution adopted in a calendar year after
December 31, 2018, making a preliminary determination to
issue bonds or enter into a lease for the project, the threshold
amount is an amount (as determined by the department of
local government finance) equal to the result of the assessed

value maximum levy growth quotient determined under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year multiplied by the threshold
amount determined under this item for the preceding calendar
year. In the case of a threshold amount determined under this
item that applies for a calendar year after December 31,
2018, the department of local government finance shall
publish the threshold in the Indiana Register under
IC 4-22-7-7 not more than sixty (60) days after the date the

budget agency releases the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient for the ensuing year under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.
(ii) An amount equal to one percent (1%) of the total gross
assessed value of property within the political subdivision on
the last assessment date, if that total gross assessed value is
more than one billion dollars ($1,000,000,000), or ten
million dollars ($10,000,000), if the total gross assessed
value of property within the political subdivision on the last
assessment date is not more than one billion dollars
($1,000,000,000).

(B) Any other controlled project that is not a controlled project
described in clause (A) and will cost the political subdivision
more than the lesser of the following:

(i) The threshold amount determined under this item. In the
case of an ordinance or resolution adopted before January 1,
2018, making a preliminary determination to issue bonds or
enter into a lease for the project, the threshold amount is
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twelve million dollars ($12,000,000). In the case of an
ordinance or resolution adopted after December 31, 2017,
and before January 1, 2019, making a preliminary
determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease for the
project, the threshold amount is fifteen million dollars
($15,000,000). In the case of an ordinance or resolution
adopted in a calendar year after December 31, 2018, making
a preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a
lease for the project, the threshold amount is an amount (as
determined by the department of local government finance)

equal to the result of the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the
year multiplied by the threshold amount determined under
this item for the preceding calendar year. In the case of a
threshold amount determined under this item that applies for
a calendar year after December 31, 2018, the department of
local government finance shall publish the threshold in the
Indiana Register under IC 4-22-7-7 not more than sixty (60)
days after the date the budget agency releases the assessed

value maximum levy growth quotient for the ensuing year
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.
(ii) An amount equal to one percent (1%) of the total gross
assessed value of property within the political subdivision on
the last assessment date, if that total gross assessed value is
more than one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000), or
one million dollars ($1,000,000), if the total gross assessed
value of property within the political subdivision on the last
assessment date is not more than one hundred million dollars
($100,000,000).

(C) Any other controlled project for which a political
subdivision adopts an ordinance or resolution making a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease
for the project, if the sum of:

(i) the cost of that controlled project; plus
(ii) the costs of all other controlled projects for which the
political subdivision has previously adopted within the
preceding three hundred sixty-five (365) days an ordinance
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or resolution making a preliminary determination to issue
bonds or enter into a lease for those other controlled projects;

exceeds twenty-five million dollars ($25,000,000).
(2) The proper officers of the political subdivision make a
preliminary determination after June 30, 2008, in the manner
described in subsection (b) to issue bonds or enter into a lease for
the controlled project.

(b) Subject to subsection (d), a political subdivision may not impose
property taxes to pay debt service on bonds or lease rentals on a lease
for a controlled project without completing the following procedures:

(1) The proper officers of a political subdivision shall publish
notice in accordance with IC 5-3-1 and send notice by first class
mail to the circuit court clerk and to any organization that delivers
to the officers, before January 1 of that year, an annual written
request for notices of any meeting to consider the adoption of an
ordinance or a resolution making a preliminary determination to
issue bonds or enter into a lease and shall conduct at least two (2)
public hearings on the preliminary determination before adoption
of the ordinance or resolution. The political subdivision must at
each of the public hearings on the preliminary determination allow
the public to testify regarding the preliminary determination and
must make the following information available to the public at
each of the public hearings on the preliminary determination, in
addition to any other information required by law:

(A) The result of the political subdivision's current and
projected annual debt service payments divided by the net
assessed value of taxable property within the political
subdivision.
(B) The result of:

(i) the sum of the political subdivision's outstanding long
term debt plus the outstanding long term debt of other taxing
units that include any of the territory of the political
subdivision; divided by
(ii) the net assessed value of taxable property within the
political subdivision.

(C) The information specified in subdivision (3)(A) through
(3)(G).
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(2) If the proper officers of a political subdivision make a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease, the
officers shall give notice of the preliminary determination by:

(A) publication in accordance with IC 5-3-1; and
(B) first class mail to the circuit court clerk and to the
organizations described in subdivision (1).

(3) A notice under subdivision (2) of the preliminary
determination of the political subdivision to issue bonds or enter
into a lease must include the following information:

(A) The maximum term of the bonds or lease.
(B) The maximum principal amount of the bonds or the
maximum lease rental for the lease.
(C) The estimated interest rates that will be paid and the total
interest costs associated with the bonds or lease.
(D) The purpose of the bonds or lease.
(E) A statement that the proposed debt service or lease
payments must be approved in an election on a local public
question held under section 3.6 of this chapter.
(F) With respect to bonds issued or a lease entered into to
open:

(i) a new school facility; or
(ii) an existing facility that has not been used for at least
three (3) years and that is being reopened to provide
additional classroom space;

the estimated costs the school corporation expects to annually
incur to operate the facility.
(G) The following information:

(i) The political subdivision's current debt service levy and
rate.
(ii) The estimated increase to the political subdivision's debt
service levy and rate that will result if the political
subdivision issues the bonds or enters into the lease.
(iii) The estimated amount of the political subdivision's debt
service levy and rate that will result during the following ten
(10) years if the political subdivision issues the bonds or
enters into the lease, after also considering any changes that
will occur to the debt service levy and rate during that period
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on account of any outstanding bonds or lease obligations that
will mature or terminate during that period.

(H) The information specified in subdivision (1)(A) through
(1)(B).

(4) After notice is given, a petition requesting the application of
the local public question process under section 3.6 of this chapter
may be filed by the lesser of:

(A) five hundred (500) persons who are either owners of
property within the political subdivision or registered voters
residing within the political subdivision; or
(B) five percent (5%) of the registered voters residing within
the political subdivision.

(5) The state board of accounts shall design and, upon request by
the county voter registration office, deliver to the county voter
registration office or the county voter registration office's
designated printer the petition forms to be used solely in the
petition process described in this section. The county voter
registration office shall issue to an owner or owners of property
within the political subdivision or a registered voter residing
within the political subdivision the number of petition forms
requested by the owner or owners or the registered voter. Each
form must be accompanied by instructions detailing the
requirements that:

(A) the carrier and signers must be owners of property or
registered voters;
(B) the carrier must be a signatory on at least one (1) petition;
(C) after the signatures have been collected, the carrier must
swear or affirm before a notary public that the carrier witnessed
each signature; and
(D) govern the closing date for the petition period.

Persons requesting forms may be required to identify themselves
as owners of property or registered voters and may be allowed to
pick up additional copies to distribute to other owners of property
or registered voters. Each person signing a petition must indicate
whether the person is signing the petition as a registered voter
within the political subdivision or is signing the petition as the
owner of property within the political subdivision. A person who
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signs a petition as a registered voter must indicate the address at
which the person is registered to vote. A person who signs a
petition as an owner of property must indicate the address of the
property owned by the person in the political subdivision.
(6) Each petition must be verified under oath by at least one (1)
qualified petitioner in a manner prescribed by the state board of
accounts before the petition is filed with the county voter
registration office under subdivision (7).
(7) Each petition must be filed with the county voter registration
office not more than thirty (30) days after publication under
subdivision (2) of the notice of the preliminary determination.
(8) The county voter registration office shall determine whether
each person who signed the petition is a registered voter. However,
after the county voter registration office has determined that at
least five hundred twenty-five (525) persons who signed the
petition are registered voters within the political subdivision, the
county voter registration office is not required to verify whether
the remaining persons who signed the petition are registered
voters. If the county voter registration office does not determine
that at least five hundred twenty-five (525) persons who signed the
petition are registered voters, the county voter registration office,
not more than fifteen (15) business days after receiving a petition,
shall forward a copy of the petition to the county auditor. Not
more than ten (10) business days after receiving the copy of the
petition, the county auditor shall provide to the county voter
registration office a statement verifying:

(A) whether a person who signed the petition as a registered
voter but is not a registered voter, as determined by the county
voter registration office, is the owner of property in the
political subdivision; and
(B) whether a person who signed the petition as an owner of
property within the political subdivision does in fact own
property within the political subdivision.

(9) The county voter registration office, not more than ten (10)
business days after determining that at least five hundred
twenty-five (525) persons who signed the petition are registered
voters or after receiving the statement from the county auditor
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under subdivision (8), as applicable, shall make the final
determination of whether a sufficient number of persons have
signed the petition. Whenever the name of an individual who signs
a petition form as a registered voter contains a minor variation
from the name of the registered voter as set forth in the records of
the county voter registration office, the signature is presumed to
be valid, and there is a presumption that the individual is entitled
to sign the petition under this section. Except as otherwise
provided in this chapter, in determining whether an individual is
a registered voter, the county voter registration office shall apply
the requirements and procedures used under IC 3 to determine
whether a person is a registered voter for purposes of voting in an
election governed by IC 3. However, an individual is not required
to comply with the provisions concerning providing proof of
identification to be considered a registered voter for purposes of
this chapter. A person is entitled to sign a petition only one (1)
time in a particular referendum process under this chapter,
regardless of whether the person owns more than one (1) parcel of
real property, mobile home assessed as personal property, or
manufactured home assessed as personal property or a
combination of those types of property within the political
subdivision and regardless of whether the person is both a
registered voter in the political subdivision and the owner of
property within the political subdivision. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, if a petition is presented to the
county voter registration office within forty-five (45) days before
an election, the county voter registration office may defer acting on
the petition, and the time requirements under this section for
action by the county voter registration office do not begin to run
until five (5) days after the date of the election.
(10) The county voter registration office must file a certificate and
each petition with:

(A) the township trustee, if the political subdivision is a
township, who shall present the petition or petitions to the
township board; or
(B) the body that has the authority to authorize the issuance of
the bonds or the execution of a lease, if the political
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subdivision is not a township;
within thirty-five (35) business days of the filing of the petition
requesting the referendum process. The certificate must state the
number of petitioners who are owners of property within the
political subdivision and the number of petitioners who are
registered voters residing within the political subdivision.
(11) If a sufficient petition requesting the local public question
process is not filed by owners of property or registered voters as
set forth in this section, the political subdivision may issue bonds
or enter into a lease by following the provisions of law relating to
the bonds to be issued or lease to be entered into.

(c) If the proper officers of a political subdivision make a
preliminary determination to issue bonds or enter into a lease, the
officers shall provide to the county auditor:

(1) a copy of the notice required by subsection (b)(2); and
(2) any other information the county auditor requires to fulfill the
county auditor's duties under section 3.6 of this chapter.

(d) In addition to the procedures in subsection (b), if any capital
improvement components addressed in the most recent:

(1) threat assessment of the buildings within the school
corporation; or
(2) school safety plan (as described in IC 20-26-18.2-2(b));

concerning a particular school have not been completed or require
additional funding to be completed, before the school corporation may
impose property taxes to pay debt service on bonds or lease rentals for
a lease for a controlled project, and in addition to any other components
of the controlled project, the controlled project must include any capital
improvements necessary to complete those components described in
subdivisions (1) and (2) that have not been completed or that require
additional funding to be completed.

SECTION 43. IC 6-1.1-20.6-8.5, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.114-2019, SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 8.5. (a) This section applies to
an individual who:

(1) qualified for a standard deduction granted under
IC 6-1.1-12-37 for the individual's homestead property in the
immediately preceding calendar year (or was married at the time
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of death to a deceased spouse who qualified for a standard
deduction granted under IC 6-1.1-12-37 for the individual's
homestead property in the immediately preceding calendar year);
(2) qualifies for a standard deduction granted under
IC 6-1.1-12-37 for the same homestead property in the current
calendar year;
(3) is or will be at least sixty-five (65) years of age on or before
December 31 of the calendar year immediately preceding the
current calendar year; and
(4) had:

(A) in the case of an individual who filed a single return,
adjusted gross income (as defined in Section 62 of the Internal
Revenue Code) not exceeding thirty thousand dollars
($30,000); or
(B) in the case of an individual who filed a joint income tax
return with the individual's spouse, combined adjusted gross
income (as defined in Section 62 of the Internal Revenue Code)
not exceeding forty thousand dollars ($40,000);

for the calendar year preceding by two (2) years the calendar year
in which property taxes are first due and payable.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (g), this section does not apply
if:

(1) for an individual who received a credit under this section
before January 1, 2020, the gross assessed value of the homestead
on the assessment date for which property taxes are imposed is at
least two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000); or
(2) for an individual who initially applies for a credit under this
section after December 31, 2019, the assessed value of the
individual's Indiana real property is at least two hundred thousand
dollars ($200,000).

(c) An individual is entitled to an additional credit under this section
for property taxes first due and payable for a calendar year on a
homestead if:

(1) the individual and the homestead qualify for the credit under
subsection (a) for the calendar year;
(2) the homestead is not disqualified for the credit under
subsection (b) for the calendar year; and
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(3) the filing requirements under subsection (e) are met.
(d) The amount of the credit is equal to the greater of zero (0) or the

result of:
(1) the property tax liability first due and payable on the
homestead property for the calendar year; minus
(2) the result of:

(A) the property tax liability first due and payable on the
qualified homestead property for the immediately preceding
year after the application of the credit granted under this
section for that year; multiplied by
(B) one and two hundredths (1.02).

However, property tax liability imposed on any improvements to or
expansion of the homestead property after the assessment date for
which property tax liability described in subdivision (2) was imposed
shall not be considered in determining the credit granted under this
section in the current calendar year.

(e) Applications for a credit under this section shall be filed in the
manner provided for an application for a deduction under
IC 6-1.1-12-9. However, an individual who remains eligible for the
credit in the following year is not required to file a statement to apply
for the credit in the following year. An individual who receives a credit
under this section in a particular year and who becomes ineligible for
the credit in the following year shall notify the auditor of the county in
which the homestead is located of the individual's ineligibility not later
than sixty (60) days after the individual becomes ineligible.

(f) The auditor of each county shall, in a particular year, apply a
credit provided under this section to each individual who received the
credit in the preceding year unless the auditor determines that the
individual is no longer eligible for the credit.

(g) For purposes of determining the:
(1) assessed value of the homestead on the assessment date for
which property taxes are imposed under subsection (b)(1); or
(2) assessed value of the individual's Indiana real property under
subsection (b)(2);

for an individual who has received a credit under this section in a
particular year, increases in assessed value due solely to an annual
adjustment of the assessed value under IC 6-1.1-4-4.5 that occur after
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the later of December 31, 2019, or the first year that the individual has

received the credit are not considered unless the increase in assessed

value is attributable to physical improvements to the property.
SECTION 44. IC 6-1.1-22-8.1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.232-2017,

SECTION 25, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8.1. (a) The county treasurer shall:

(1) except as provided in subsection (h), mail to the last known
address of each person liable for any property taxes or special
assessment, as shown on the tax duplicate or special assessment
records, or to the last known address of the most recent owner
shown in the transfer book; and
(2) transmit by written, electronic, or other means to a mortgagee
maintaining an escrow account for a person who is liable for any
property taxes or special assessments, as shown on the tax
duplicate or special assessment records;

a statement in the form required under subsection (b).
(b) The department of local government finance shall prescribe a

form, subject to the approval of the state board of accounts, for the
statement under subsection (a) that includes at least the following:

(1) A statement of the taxpayer's current and delinquent taxes and
special assessments.
(2) A breakdown showing the total property tax and special
assessment liability and the amount of the taxpayer's liability that
will be distributed to each taxing unit in the county.
(3) An itemized listing for each property tax levy, including:

(A) the amount of the tax rate;
(B) the entity levying the tax owed; and
(C) the dollar amount of the tax owed.

(4) Information designed to show the manner in which the taxes
and special assessments billed in the tax statement are to be used.

(5) Information regarding how a taxpayer can obtain
information regarding the taxpayer's notice of assessment or
reassessment under IC 6-1.1-4-22.
(5) (6) A comparison showing any change in the assessed
valuation for the property as compared to the previous year.

(6) (7) A comparison showing any change in the property tax and
special assessment liability for the property as compared to the
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previous year. The information required under this subdivision
must identify:

(A) the amount of the taxpayer's liability distributable to each
taxing unit in which the property is located in the current year
and in the previous year; and
(B) the percentage change, if any, in the amount of the
taxpayer's liability distributable to each taxing unit in which
the property is located from the previous year to the current
year.

(7) (8) An explanation of the following:
(A) Homestead credits under IC 6-1.1-20.4, IC 6-3.6-5, or
another law that are available in the taxing district where the
property is located.
(B) All property tax deductions that are available in the taxing
district where the property is located.
(C) The procedure and deadline for filing for any available
homestead credits under IC 6-1.1-20.4, IC 6-3.6-5, or another
law and each deduction.
(D) The procedure that a taxpayer must follow to:

(i) appeal a current assessment; or
(ii) petition for the correction of an error related to the
taxpayer's property tax and special assessment liability.

(E) The forms that must be filed for an appeal or a petition
described in clause (D).
(F) The procedure and deadline that a taxpayer must follow and
the forms that must be used if a credit or deduction has been
granted for the property and the taxpayer is no longer eligible
for the credit or deduction.
(G) Notice that an appeal described in clause (D) requires
evidence relevant to the true tax value of the taxpayer's
property as of the assessment date that is the basis for the taxes
payable on that property.

The department of local government finance shall provide the
explanation required by this subdivision to each county treasurer.

(8) (9) A checklist that shows:
(A) homestead credits under IC 6-1.1-20.4, IC 6-3.6-5, or
another law and all property tax deductions; and
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(B) whether each homestead credit and property tax deduction
applies in the current statement for the property transmitted
under subsection (a).

(10) A remittance coupon indicating the payment amounts due
at each payment due date and other information determined
by the department of local government finance.

(c) The county treasurer shall mail or transmit the statement one (1)
time each year on or before April 15. Whenever a person's tax liability
for a year is due in one (1) installment under IC 6-1.1-7-7 or section 9
of this chapter, a statement that is mailed must include the date on
which the installment is due and denote the amount of money to be paid
for the installment. Whenever a person's tax liability is due in two (2)
installments, a statement that is mailed must contain the dates on which
the first and second installments are due and denote the amount of
money to be paid for each installment. If a statement is returned to the
county treasurer as undeliverable and the forwarding order is expired,
the county treasurer shall notify the county auditor of this fact. Upon
receipt of the county treasurer's notice, the county auditor may, at the
county auditor's discretion, treat the property as not being eligible for
any deductions under IC 6-1.1-12 or any homestead credits under
IC 6-1.1-20.4 and IC 6-3.6-5.

(d) All payments of property taxes and special assessments shall be
made to the county treasurer. The county treasurer, when authorized by
the board of county commissioners, may open temporary offices for the
collection of taxes in cities and towns in the county other than the
county seat.

(e) The county treasurer, county auditor, and county assessor shall
cooperate to generate the information to be included in the statement
under subsection (b).

(f) The information to be included in the statement under subsection
(b) must be simply and clearly presented and understandable to the
average individual.

(g) After December 31, 2007, a reference in a law or rule to
IC 6-1.1-22-8 (expired January 1, 2008, and repealed) shall be treated
as a reference to this section.

(h) Transmission of statements and other information under this
subsection applies in a county only if the county legislative body adopts
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an authorizing ordinance. Subject to subsection (i), in a county in which
an ordinance is adopted under this subsection for property taxes and
special assessments, a person may, in any manner permitted by
subsection (n), direct the county treasurer and county auditor to transmit
the following to the person by electronic mail:

(1) A statement that would otherwise be sent by the county
treasurer to the person by regular mail under subsection (a)(1),
including a statement that reflects installment payment due dates
under section 9.5 or 9.7 of this chapter.
(2) A provisional tax statement that would otherwise be sent by
the county treasurer to the person by regular mail under
IC 6-1.1-22.5-6.
(3) A reconciling tax statement that would otherwise be sent by
the county treasurer to the person by regular mail under any of the
following:

(A) Section 9 of this chapter.
(B) Section 9.7 of this chapter.
(C) IC 6-1.1-22.5-12, including a statement that reflects
installment payment due dates under IC 6-1.1-22.5-18.5.

(4) Any other information that:
(A) concerns the property taxes or special assessments; and
(B) would otherwise be sent:

(i) by the county treasurer or the county auditor to the person
by regular mail; and
(ii) before the last date the property taxes or special
assessments may be paid without becoming delinquent.

The information listed in this subsection may be transmitted to a person
by using electronic mail that provides a secure Internet link to the
information.

(i) For property with respect to which more than one (1) person is
liable for property taxes and special assessments, subsection (h) applies
only if all the persons liable for property taxes and special assessments
designate the electronic mail address for only one (1) individual
authorized to receive the statements and other information referred to
in subsection (h).

(j) The department of local government finance shall create a form
to be used to implement subsection (h). The county treasurer and county
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auditor shall:
(1) make the form created under this subsection available to the
public;
(2) transmit a statement or other information by electronic mail
under subsection (h) to a person who files, on or before March 15,
the form created under this subsection:

(A) with the county treasurer; or
(B) with the county auditor; and

(3) publicize the availability of the electronic mail option under
this subsection through appropriate media in a manner reasonably
designed to reach members of the public.

(k) The form referred to in subsection (j) must:
(1) explain that a form filed as described in subsection (j)(2)
remains in effect until the person files a replacement form to:

(A) change the person's electronic mail address; or
(B) terminate the electronic mail option under subsection (h);
and

(2) allow a person to do at least the following with respect to the
electronic mail option under subsection (h):

(A) Exercise the option.
(B) Change the person's electronic mail address.
(C) Terminate the option.
(D) For a person other than an individual, designate the
electronic mail address for only one (1) individual authorized
to receive the statements and other information referred to in
subsection (h).
(E) For property with respect to which more than one (1)
person is liable for property taxes and special assessments,
designate the electronic mail address for only one (1) individual
authorized to receive the statements and other information
referred to in subsection (h).

(l) The form created under subsection (j) is considered filed with the
county treasurer or the county auditor on the postmark date or on the
date it is electronically submitted. If the postmark is missing or illegible,
the postmark is considered to be one (1) day before the date of receipt
of the form by the county treasurer or the county auditor.

(m) The county treasurer shall maintain a record that shows at least
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the following:
(1) Each person to whom a statement or other information is
transmitted by electronic mail under this section.
(2) The information included in the statement.
(3) Whether the county treasurer received a notice that the person's
electronic mail was undeliverable.

(n) A person may direct the county treasurer and county auditor to
transmit information by electronic mail under subsection (h) on a form
prescribed by the department submitted:

(1) in person;
(2) by mail; or
(3) in an online format developed by the county and approved by
the department.

SECTION 45. IC 6-1.1-24-5.3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.149-2016,
SECTION 26, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5.3. (a) This section applies to the
following:

(1) A person who:
(A) owns a fee interest, a life estate interest, or the equitable
interest of a contract purchaser in an unsafe building or unsafe
premises; and
(B) is subject to an order issued under IC 36-7-9-5(a)(2),
IC 36-7-9-5(a)(3), IC 36-7-9-5(a)(4), or IC 36-7-9-5(a)(5)
regarding which the conditions set forth in IC 36-7-9-10(a)(1)
through IC 36-7-9-10(a)(4) exist.

(2) A person who:
(A) owns a fee interest, a life estate interest, or the equitable
interest of a contract purchaser in an unsafe building or unsafe
premises; and
(B) is subject to an order issued under IC 36-7-9-5(a), other
than an order issued under IC 36-7-9-5(a)(2),
IC 36-7-9-5(a)(3), IC 36-7-9-5(a)(4), or IC 36-7-9-5(a)(5),
regarding which the conditions set forth in IC 36-7-9-10(b)(1)
through IC 36-7-9-10(b)(4) exist.

(3) A person who is the defendant in a court action brought under
IC 36-7-9-18, IC 36-7-9-19, IC 36-7-9-20, IC 36-7-9-21, or
IC 36-7-9-22 that has resulted in a judgment in favor of the
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plaintiff and the unsafe condition that caused the action to be
brought has not been corrected.
(4) A person who has any of the following relationships to a
person, partnership, corporation, or legal entity described in

subdivision (1), (2), or (3), or (5):
(A) A partner of a partnership.

(B) A member of a limited liability company.

(B) (C) An officer, director, or majority stockholder of a
corporation.

(C) (D) The person who controls or directs the activities or

has a majority ownership in a legal entity other than a
partnership or corporation.

(5) A person who owes:
(A) delinquent taxes;
(B) special assessments;
(C) penalties;
(D) interest; or
(E) costs directly attributable to a prior tax sale;

on a tract or an item of real property listed under section 1 of this
chapter.
(6) A person who owns a fee interest, a life estate interest, or the
equitable interest of a contract purchaser in a vacant or abandoned
structure subject to an enforcement order under IC 32-30-6,
IC 32-30-7, IC 32-30-8, or IC 36-7-9, or a court order under
IC 36-7-37.
(7) A person who is an agent of the person described in this
subsection.

(b) A person subject to this section may not bid on or purchase a
tract offered for sale under section 5 or 6.1 of this chapter. However,
this section does not prohibit a person from bidding on a tract that is
owned by the person and offered for sale under section 5 of this chapter.

(c) The county treasurer shall require each person who will be
bidding at the tax sale to sign a statement in a form substantially similar
to the following:

"Indiana law prohibits a person who owes delinquent taxes,
special assessments, penalties, interest, or costs directly
attributable to a prior tax sale of a tract or item of real property
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listed under IC 6-1.1-24-1 from bidding on or purchasing tracts
or items of real property at a tax sale. I hereby affirm under the
penalties for perjury that I do not owe delinquent taxes, special
assessments, penalties, interest, costs directly attributable to a
prior tax sale, amounts from a final adjudication in favor of a
political subdivision, any civil penalties imposed for the violation
of a building code or county ordinance, or any civil penalties

imposed by a county health department. I also affirm that I am

not purchasing tracts or items of real property on behalf of or
as an agent for a person who is prohibited from purchasing at
a tax sale. Further, I hereby acknowledge that any successful bid
I make in violation of this statement is subject to forfeiture. In the
event of forfeiture, the amount by which my bid exceeds the
minimum bid on the tract or item or real property under
IC 6-1.1-24-5(e), if any, shall be applied to the delinquent taxes,
special assessments, penalties, interest, costs, judgments, or civil
penalties I owe, and a certificate will be issued to the county
executive.".

(d) If a person purchases a tract that the person was not eligible to
purchase under this section, the sale of the property is subject to
forfeiture. If the county treasurer determines or is notified not more than
six (6) months after the date of the sale that the sale of the property
should be forfeited, the county treasurer shall:

(1) notify the person in writing that the sale is subject to forfeiture
if the person does not pay the amounts that the person owes within
thirty (30) days of the notice;
(2) if the person does not pay the amounts that the person owes
within thirty (30) days after the notice, apply the surplus amount
of the person's bid to the person's delinquent taxes, special
assessments, penalties, and interest;
(3) remit the amounts owed from a final adjudication or civil
penalties in favor of a political subdivision to the appropriate
political subdivision; and
(4) notify the county auditor that the sale has been forfeited.

Upon being notified that a sale has been forfeited, the county auditor
shall issue a certificate to the county executive under section 6 of this
chapter.
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(e) A county treasurer may decline to forfeit a sale under this section
because of inadvertence or mistake, lack of actual knowledge by the
bidder, substantial harm to other parties with interests in the tract or
item of real property, or other substantial reasons. If the treasurer
declines to forfeit a sale, the treasurer shall:

(1) prepare a written statement explaining the reasons for
declining to forfeit the sale; and
(2) retain the written statement as an official record.

(f) If a sale is forfeited under this section and the tract or item of real
property is redeemed from the sale, the county auditor shall deposit the
amount of the redemption into the county general fund and notify the
county executive of the redemption. Upon being notified of the
redemption, the county executive shall surrender the certificate to the
county auditor.

SECTION 46. IC 6-1.1-26-4.2 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 4.2. (a)

This section applies to any refund for a property resulting from a
real property tax assessment appeal for the property for an
assessment date occurring after December 31, 2014. This section
does not apply if any refund for a property under appeal has been
paid before January 1, 2020. Except as modified by this section, all
other provisions of IC 6-1.1 apply regarding the payment of
refunds and application of credits.

(b) If, upon conclusion of a real property tax assessment appeal,
the total amount of property taxes owed to the taxpayer as a result
of the appeal is five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) or more
for the assessment dates under appeal, the auditor of the county in
which the property is located may, instead of a refund, elect to
apply credits in equal installments to future property tax
installments for the property over a period of not more than:

(1) five (5) years following the date of the conclusion of the
assessment appeal, if the total amount of property taxes owed
to the taxpayer as a result of the appeal is:

(A) greater than or equal to five hundred thousand dollars
($500,000); and
(B) less than five million dollars ($5,000,000);
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(2) seven (7) years following the date of the conclusion of the
assessment appeal, if the total amount of property taxes owed
to the taxpayer as a result of the appeal is:

(A) greater than or equal to five million dollars
($5,000,000); and
(B) less than ten million dollars ($10,000,000); or

(3) ten (10) years following the date of the conclusion of the
assessment appeal, if the total amount of property taxes owed
to the taxpayer as a result of the appeal is greater than or
equal to ten million dollars ($10,000,000).

The auditor may elect to accelerate credits or to provide a full or
partial refund within the period specified under subdivision (1), (2),
or (3), as applicable.

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), if a claimant is no longer the
taxpayer for the property on which the appeal was filed, the
overpayment shall not be applied as a credit and the overpayment
may be refunded in equal installments over the period specified in
subsection (b)(1), (b)(2), or (b)(3), as applicable.

SECTION 47. IC 6-1.1-30-16 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2020]. Sec. 16. The department of local government finance is the
agency through which public access to information provided for a
county to both the department of local government finance and the
legislative services agency shall be provided. This information to which
this section applies includes information provided under the following:

(1) IC 5-14-1.5-2.
(2) IC 6-1.1-4-18.5.
(3) IC 6-1.1-4-19.5.
(4) IC 6-1.1-4-25.
(5) IC 6-1.1-5.5-3.
(6) IC 6-1.1-11-8.
(7) IC 6-1.1-31.5-3.5.
(8) IC 6-1.1-33.5-3.
(9) IC 36-2-9-20.

SECTION 48. IC 6-1.1-31-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 61, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) The department of local
government finance shall do the following:
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(1) Prescribe the property tax forms and returns which taxpayers
are to complete and on which the taxpayers' assessments will be
based.
(2) Prescribe the forms to be used to give taxpayers notice of
assessment actions.
(3) Adopt rules concerning the assessment of tangible property.
(4) Develop specifications that prescribe state requirements for
computer software and hardware to be used by counties for
assessment purposes. The specifications developed under this
subdivision apply only to computer software and hardware
systems purchased for assessment purposes after July 1, 1993.
The specifications, including specifications in a rule or other
standard adopted under IC 6-1.1-31.5, must provide for:

(A) maintenance of data in a form that formats the information
in the file with the standard data, field, and record coding
jointly required and approved by the department of local
government finance and the legislative services agency;
(B) data export and transmission that is compatible with the
data export and transmission requirements in a standard format
prescribed by the office of technology established by
IC 4-13.1-2-1 and jointly approved by the department of local
government finance and legislative services agency; and
(C) maintenance of data in a manner that ensures prompt and
accurate transfer of data to the department of local government
finance, and the legislative services agency, as jointly approved
by the department of local government finance and the
legislative services agency.

(5) Adopt rules establishing criteria for the revocation of a
certification under IC 6-1.1-35.5-6.
(6) Prescribe the state address confidentiality form to be used by
a covered person (as defined in IC 36-1-8.5-2) under IC 36-1-8.5
to restrict access to the person's address maintained in a public
property data base.

(6) Notwithstanding IC 2-5-1.7, provide to the legislative
services agency:

(A) parcel level real property assessment and tax data; and
(B) return level personal property assessment and tax
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data, including depreciation schedules;

received from counties within one (1) business day of receipt.
(7) Notwithstanding IC 2-5-1.7, provide the following to the
legislative services agency upon request:

(A) Sales disclosure form data received from county and
township assessors under IC 6-1.1-5.5-3.
(B) Public utility assessment return data, including
depreciation schedules, received under IC 6-1.1-8.
(C) Public utility tax data for taxes determined under
IC 6-1.1-8.

(b) The department of local government finance may adopt rules that
are related to property taxation or the duties or the procedures of the
department.

(c) The department of local government finance may adopt rules for
procedures related to local government budgeting. Notwithstanding any
contrary provision in IC 4-22-2, the adoption, amendment, or repeal of
a rule by the department of local government finance under this
subsection may not take effect before March 1 or after July 31 of a
particular year.

(d) Rules of the state board of tax commissioners are for all
purposes rules of the department of local government finance and the
Indiana board until the department and the Indiana board adopt rules to
repeal or supersede the rules of the state board of tax commissioners.

SECTION 49. IC 6-1.1-31.5-3.5, AS AMENDED BY
P.L.146-2008, SECTION 273, IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.5. (a) Until the
system described in subsection (e) is implemented, each county shall
maintain a state certified computer system that has the capacity to:

(1) process and maintain assessment records;
(2) process and maintain standardized property tax forms;
(3) process and maintain standardized property assessment
notices;
(4) maintain complete and accurate assessment records for the
county; and
(5) process and compute complete and accurate assessments in
accordance with Indiana law.

The county assessor shall select the computer system.
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(b) All information on a computer system referred to in subsection
(a) shall be readily accessible to:

(1) the department of local government finance; and
(2) assessing officials.

(c) The certified system referred to in subsection (a) used by the
counties must be:

(1) compatible with the data export and transmission requirements
in a standard format prescribed by the office of technology
established by IC 4-13.1-2-1 and approved by the legislative
services agency; and
(2) maintained in a manner that ensures prompt and accurate
transfer of data to the department of local government finance. and
the legislative services agency.

(d) All standardized property forms and notices on the certified
computer system referred to in subsection (a) shall be maintained by the
county assessor in an accessible location and in a format that is easily
understandable for use by persons of the county.

(e) The department shall adopt rules before July 1, 2006, for the
establishment of:

(1) a uniform and common property tax management system for
all counties that:

(A) includes a combined mass appraisal and county auditor
system integrated with a county treasurer system; and
(B) replaces the computer system referred to in subsection (a);
and

(2) a schedule for implementation of the system referred to in
subdivision (1) structured to result in the implementation of the
system in all counties with respect to an assessment date:

(A) determined by the department; and
(B) specified in the rule.

(f) The department shall appoint an advisory committee to assist the
department in the formulation of the rules referred to in subsection (e).
The department shall determine the number of members of the
committee. The committee:

(1) must include at least:
(A) one (1) township assessor;
(B) one (1) county assessor;
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(C) one (1) county auditor; and
(D) one (1) county treasurer; and

(2) shall meet at times and locations determined by the
department.

(g) Each member of the committee appointed under subsection (f)
who is not a state employee is not entitled to the minimum salary per
diem provided by IC 4-10-11-2.1(b). The member is entitled to
reimbursement for traveling expenses as provided under IC 4-13-1-4
and other expenses actually incurred in connection with the member's
duties as provided in the state policies and procedures established by the
Indiana department of administration and approved by the budget
agency.

(h) Each member of the committee appointed under subsection (f)
who is a state employee is entitled to reimbursement for traveling
expenses as provided under IC 4-13-1-4 and other expenses actually
incurred in connection with the member's duties as provided in the state
policies and procedures established by the Indiana department of
administration and approved by the budget agency.

(i) The department shall report to the budget committee in writing
the department's estimate of the cost of implementation of the system
referred to in subsection (e).

SECTION 50. IC 6-1.1-33.5-8, AS ADDED BY P.L.146-2008,
SECTION 276, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8. (a) This section applies to a
system designed to permit the department of local government finance
or a provider in a partnership or another arrangement with the
department of local government finance to do any of the following:

(1) Receive data subject to IC 6-1.1-4-25, IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, or
IC 36-2-9-20 in a uniform format through a secure connection
over the Internet.
(2) Maintain data subject to IC 6-1.1-4-25, IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, or
IC 36-2-9-20 in an electronic data base.
(3) Provide public access to data subject to IC 6-1.1-4-25,
IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, or IC 36-2-9-20.

(b) A system described in subsection (a) must do the following:
(1) Maintain the confidentiality of data that is declared to be
confidential by IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, IC 6-1.1-5.5-5, IC 6-1.1-35-9, or
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other provisions of law.
(2) Provide prompt notice to the department of local government
finance and legislative services agency of the receipt of data from
counties and townships and other critical events, as jointly
determined by the department of local government finance. and the
legislative services agency.
(3) Maintain data in a form that formats the information in the file
with the standard data, field, and record coding jointly required
and approved by the department of local government finance and
the legislative services agency.
(4) Provide data export and transmission capabilities that are
compatible with the data export and transmission requirements
prescribed by the office of technology established by
IC 4-13.1-2-1 and jointly approved by the department of local
government finance and the legislative services agency.
(5) Provide to the legislative services agency and the department
of local government finance unrestricted on line access and access
through data export and transmission protocols to:

(A) the data transmitted to the system; and
(B) hardware, software, and other work product associated with
the system;

including access to conduct the tests and inspections of the system
and data determined necessary by the legislative services agency

department of local government finance and access to data
received from counties and townships in the form submitted by the
counties and townships.
(6) Maintain data in a manner that provides for prompt and
accurate transfer of data to the department of local government
finance, and the legislative services agency, as jointly approved by
the department of local government finance and the legislative
services agency.

(c) The department of local government finance and any third party
system provider shall provide for regular consultation with the
legislative services agency concerning the development and operation
of the system and shall provide the legislative services agency with
copies of system documentation of the procedures, standards, and
internal controls and any written agreements related to the receipt of
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data and the management, operation, and use of the system.
SECTION 51. IC 6-1.1-35.5-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. The department of
local government finance shall design two (2) assessor-appraiser
examinations, to be called "level one" and "level two". All citizens of
Indiana are eligible to apply for and to be examined under "level one"
and "level two" examinations, subject only to the resources and
limitations of the department of local government finance in conducting
the examinations. Both examinations should cover the subjects of real
estate appraising, accounting, and property tax law. Successful
performance on the level one examination requires the minimum
knowledge needed for effective performance as a county or township
assessor under this article. Success on the level two examination
requires substantial knowledge of the subjects covered in the
examination.

SECTION 52. IC 6-1.1-35.5-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.219-2007,
SECTION 77, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5. A county or township assessor,
a member or hearing officer of the county property tax assessment
board of appeals, or a member of the public may apply for and take the
level one examination. A person who is successful on the level one
examination may apply for and take the level two examination. A
person who is successful on the level two examination may apply for

level three certification upon completion of the requirements

specified in section 4.5 of this chapter.
SECTION 53. IC 6-1.1-41-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. This chapter applies
to establishing and imposing a tax levy for cumulative funds under the
following:

(1) IC 3-11-6.
(2) IC 8-10-5.
(3) IC 8-16-3.
(4) IC 8-16-3.1.
(5) IC 8-22-3.
(6) IC 14-27-6.
(7) IC 14-33-21.
(8) IC 16-22-4.
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(9) IC 16-22-8.

(10) IC 36-8-8-14.2.
(10) (11) IC 36-8-14.

(11) (12) IC 36-9-4.

(12) (13) IC 36-9-14.

(13) (14) IC 36-9-14.5.

(14) (15) IC 36-9-15.

(15) (16) IC 36-9-15.5.

(16) (17) IC 36-9-16.

(17) (18) IC 36-9-17.

(18) (19) IC 36-9-17.5.

(19) (20) IC 36-9-26.

(20) (21) IC 36-9-27.

(21) (22) IC 36-10-3.

(22) (23) IC 36-10-4.

(23) (24) IC 36-10-7.5.

(24) (25) Any other statute that specifies that a property tax levy
may be imposed under this chapter.

SECTION 54. IC 6-3.6-3-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 69, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) An adopting body or, if
authorized by this article, another governmental entity that is not an
adopting body, may take an action under this article only by ordinance,
unless this article permits the action to be taken by resolution.

(b) The department of local government finance, in consultation with
the department of state revenue, may make electronically available
uniform notices, ordinances, and resolutions that an adopting body or
other governmental entity may use to take an action under this article.
An adopting body or other governmental entity may submit a proposed
notice, ordinance, or resolution to the department of local government
finance for review not later than thirty (30) days prior to the date that
the adopting body or governing body intends to submit the notice,
adopting ordinance or resolution, and vote results on an ordinance or

resolution under subsection (d). If the adopting body or other

governmental entity wishes to submit the proposed notice,
ordinance, or resolution to the department of local government
finance for review, the adopting body or other governmental entity
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shall submit the proposed notice, ordinance, or resolution to the
department of local government finance on the prescribed forms.
The department of local government finance shall provide to the
submitting entity a determination of the appropriateness of the proposed
notice, ordinance, or resolution, including recommended modifications,
within thirty (30) days of receiving the proposed notice, ordinance, or
resolution.

(c) An ordinance or resolution adopted under this article must
comply with the notice and hearing requirements set forth in IC 5-3-1.

(d) The department of local government finance shall prescribe the
procedures to be used by the adopting body or governmental entity for
submitting to the department the notice, the adopting ordinance or
resolution, and the vote results on an ordinance or resolution. The
department of local government finance shall notify the submitting
entity within thirty (30) days after submission whether the department
has received the necessary information required by the department. A
final action taken by an adopting body or governmental entity under this
article to impose a new tax or amend an existing tax is not effective
until the department of local government finance notifies the adopting
body or governmental entity that it has received the required
information from the submitting entity.

SECTION 55. IC 6-3.6-11-9 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 9. (a) This section applies to the

calculation and allocation of certified shares among civil taxing
units in Hamilton County after 2020 and before 2024.

(b) For each calendar year to which this section applies, the
amount of a civil taxing unit's certified shares is equal to:

(1) the amount of the civil taxing unit's certified shares
determined under IC 6-3.6-6, for a civil taxing unit other than
the city of Carmel or the city of Fishers;
(2) the adjusted amount determined under subsection (c), for
the city of Carmel; or
(3) the adjusted amount determined under subsection (d), for
the city of Fishers.

(c) For each calendar year to which this section applies, the
adjusted amount of the city of Carmel's certified shares is equal to
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the lesser of:
(1) the amount of the city of Carmel's certified shares
determined under IC 6-3.6-6, without regard to this section;
or
(2) the product of:

(A) the amount of the city of Carmel's certified shares
determined for the immediately preceding calendar year
under IC 6-3.6-6, for 2021, or this section, after 2021; and
(B) one and twenty-five thousandths (1.025).

(d) For each calendar year to which this section applies, the
adjusted amount of the city of Fishers' certified shares is equal to:

(1) the sum of:
(A) the amount of the city of Carmel's certified shares
determined under IC 6-3.6-6, without regard to this
section; and
(B) the amount of the city of Fishers' certified shares
determined under IC 6-3.6-6, without regard to this
section; minus

(2) the adjusted amount of the city of Carmel's certified
shares determined under subsection (c).

SECTION 56. IC 12-20-21-3.2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.249-2015,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3.2. (a) This section applies only to
a township if the township's township assistance property tax rate (as
defined in IC 6-1.1-20.3-6.7(a)) for property taxes first due and payable
in 2013 or any year thereafter is more than the result of:

(1) the statewide average township assistance property tax rate (as
determined by the department of local government finance) for
property taxes first due and payable in the preceding year;
multiplied by
(2) twelve (12).

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, beginning with property taxes
first due and payable in the year following the year in which this section
first applies to the township, as provided in subsection (a), the
department of local government finance shall do the following in the
case of a township subject to this section:

(1) Remove the township assistance property tax levy from the
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maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy for the
township's general fund.
(2) Require the township to separate its township assistance
property tax levy into the following two (2) property tax levies:

(A) A township assistance benefits property tax levy.
(B) A township assistance administration property tax levy.

(3) Calculate a separate maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for each of the township's
property tax levies described in subdivision (2).

(c) The department of local government finance shall, for property
taxes first due and payable in the year following the year in which this
section first applies to the township, as provided in subsection (a),
determine the initial maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for a township's township assistance administration
property tax levy.

(d) The initial maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
under IC 6-1.1-18.5 for a township's township assistance benefits
property tax levy for property taxes first due and payable in the year
following the year in which this section first applies to the township, as
provided in subsection (a), is equal to the amount determined in the
following STEPS:

STEP ONE: Determine the result of:
(A) the township's township assistance property tax levy for
property taxes first due and payable in the year in which this
section first applies to the township, as provided in subsection
(a); minus
(B) the result determined by the department of local
government finance for the township under subsection (c).

STEP TWO: Multiply the STEP ONE result by the assessed value

maximum levy growth quotient under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 that is
applicable to the township for property taxes first due and payable
in the year following the year in which this section first applies to
the township, as provided in subsection (a).

(e) The maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy for the
township's general fund shall be adjusted as determined in the following
STEPS:

STEP ONE: Multiply:
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(A) the township's township assistance property tax levy for
property taxes first due and payable in the year in which this
section first applies to the township, as provided in subsection
(a); by

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 that is applicable to the township for property
taxes first due and payable in the year following the year in
which this section first applies to the township, as provided in
subsection (a).

STEP TWO: Subtract the STEP ONE result from the maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy that would otherwise
apply for the township's general fund.

The adjustment under this subsection applies beginning with property
taxes first due and payable in the year following the year in which this
section first applies to the township, as provided in subsection (a).

(f) The property taxes collected from a township's township
assistance administration property tax levy:

(1) shall be deposited into a separate fund;
(2) shall be used only for the administration of township
assistance within the township; and
(3) shall not be used to pay township assistance to any person.

(g) The property taxes collected from a township's township
assistance benefits property tax levy:

(1) shall be deposited into a separate fund;
(2) shall be used only for the purpose of paying township
assistance to eligible recipients; and
(3) shall not be used to pay for the administration of township
assistance within the township.

(h) Except as provided in this section, references in the Indiana Code
to a township assistance property tax levy shall, in the case of a
township subject to this section, be considered a reference to the
township's township assistance benefits property tax levy and the
township's township assistance administration property tax levy.

SECTION 57. IC 12-29-1-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.184-2016,
SECTION 23, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) The county executive of a
county may authorize the furnishing of financial assistance to a
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community intellectual disability and other developmental disabilities
center that is located or will be located in the county.

(b) Assistance authorized under this section shall be used for the
following purposes:

(1) Constructing a center.
(2) Operating a center.

(c) Upon request of the county executive, the county fiscal body may
appropriate annually from the county's general fund the money to
provide financial assistance for the purposes described in subsection
(b). For property taxes first due and payable before January 1, 2017, the
appropriation may not exceed the amount that could be collected from
an annual tax levy of not more than three and thirty-three hundredths
cents ($0.0333) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of taxable property
within the county.

(d) For property taxes first due and payable after December 31,
2016, the maximum allowable appropriation for the purposes described
in subsection (b) is equal to the result of:

(1) the maximum allowable appropriation by the county for the
preceding year; multiplied by

(2) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year.

(e) For purposes of this subsection, "first calendar year" refers to the
first calendar year after 2008 in which the county imposes an ad
valorem property tax levy for the county general fund to provide
financial assistance under this chapter. If a county did not provide
financial assistance under this chapter in 2008, the county for a
following calendar year:

(1) may propose a financial assistance budget; and
(2) shall refer its proposed financial assistance budget for the first
calendar year to the department of local government finance before
the tax levy is advertised.

The ad valorem property tax levy to fund the budget for the first
calendar year is subject to review and approval under IC 6-1.1-18.5-10.

SECTION 58. IC 12-29-1-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.184-2016,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) If a community intellectual
disability and other developmental disabilities center is organized to
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provide services to at least two (2) counties, the county executive of
each county may authorize the furnishing of financial assistance for the
purposes described in section 1(b) of this chapter.

(b) Upon the request of the county executive of the county, the
county fiscal body of each county may appropriate annually from the
county's general fund the money to provide financial assistance for the
purposes described in section 1(b) of this chapter. For property taxes
first due and payable before January 1, 2017, the appropriation of each
county may not exceed the amount that could be collected from an
annual tax levy of three and thirty-three hundredths cents ($0.0333) on
each one hundred dollars ($100) of taxable property within the county.

(c) For property taxes first due and payable after December 31,
2016, the maximum allowable appropriation by each county for the
purposes described in section 1(b) of this chapter is equal to the result
of:

(1) the maximum allowable appropriation by the county for the
preceding year; multiplied by

(2) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year.

SECTION 59. IC 12-29-1-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.184-2016,
SECTION 25, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) The county executive of each
county whose residents may receive services from a community
intellectual disability and other developmental disabilities center may
authorize the furnishing of a share of financial assistance for the
purposes described in section 1(b) of this chapter if the following
conditions are met:

(1) The facilities for the center are located in a state adjacent to
Indiana.
(2) The center is organized to provide services to Indiana
residents.

(b) Upon the request of the county executive of a county, the county
fiscal body of the county may appropriate annually from the county's
general fund the money to provide financial assistance for the purposes
described in section 1(b) of this chapter. For property taxes first due
and payable before January 1, 2017, the appropriations of the county
may not exceed the amount that could be collected from an annual tax
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levy of three and thirty-three hundredths cents ($0.0333) on each one
hundred dollars ($100) of taxable property within the county.

(c) For property taxes first due and payable after December 31,
2016, the maximum allowable appropriation by the county for the
purposes described in section 1(b) of this chapter is equal to the result
of:

(1) the maximum allowable appropriation by the county for the
preceding year; multiplied by

(2) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient determined
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 for the year.

SECTION 60. IC 12-29-2-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 82, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. (a) A county shall provide
funding for the operation of community mental health centers in the
amount determined under subsection (b) or, in the case of Marion
County for calendar year 2019, calendar year 2020, and calendar year
2021, the amount determined under subsection (c).

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), the amount of funding
under subsection (a) for a calendar year is equal to the following:

(1) The county's maximum appropriation amount for the operation
of community mental health centers determined under this chapter
in the previous calendar year, if the STEP THREE result under the
following formula is less than or equal to zero (0):

STEP ONE: Determine the amount of the certified levy for
funds subject to the civil maximum levy in the immediately
preceding calendar year minus the amount of credits granted
under IC 6-1.1-20.6 that were allocated to funds subject to the
civil maximum levy in the immediately preceding calendar
year, as determined by the department of local government
finance under IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.
STEP TWO: Determine the amount of the certified levy for
funds subject to the civil maximum levy in the year prior to the
immediately preceding calendar year minus the amount of
credits granted under IC 6-1.1-20.6 that were allocated to funds
subject to the civil maximum levy in the year prior to the
immediately preceding calendar year, as determined by the
department of local government finance under
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IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.
STEP THREE: Determine the remainder of the STEP ONE
amount minus the STEP TWO amount.

(2) If the STEP THREE result under the formula in subdivision
(1) is greater than zero (0), then the county's maximum
appropriation amount for the operation of community mental
health centers determined under this chapter in the previous
calendar year, multiplied by the greater of:

(A) one (1); or
(B) the result of STEP SIX of the following formula:

STEP ONE: Determine the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient for the year under IC 6-1.1-18.5 minus one
(1).
STEP TWO: Determine the amount of the certified levy for
funds subject to the civil maximum levy in the immediately
preceding calendar year minus the amount of credits granted
under IC 6-1.1-20.6 that were allocated to funds subject to
the civil maximum levy in the immediately preceding
calendar year, as determined by the department of local
government finance under IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.
STEP THREE: Determine the amount of the certified levy
for funds subject to the civil maximum levy in the
immediately preceding calendar year.
STEP FOUR: Determine the result of the STEP TWO
amount divided by the STEP THREE amount.
STEP FIVE: Determine the product of the STEP ONE
amount multiplied by the STEP FOUR result.
STEP SIX: Determine the STEP FIVE amount plus one (1).

The department of local government finance shall verify the maximum
appropriation calculation under this subsection as part of the
certification of the county's budget under IC 6-1.1-17. For taxes due and
payable in 2020, the department of local government finance shall
calculate the maximum appropriation under this subsection as if the
taxes were due and payable in 2019.

(c) This subsection applies only in calendar year 2019, calendar year
2020, and calendar year 2021. In the case of Marion County, the
amount of funding under subsection (a) for a calendar year is
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determined under this subsection and is equal to the following:
(1) For calendar year 2019, the sum of:

(A) the actual amount of the appropriations by the county for
community mental health centers under this chapter in 2018;
plus
(B) the result of thirty-three percent (33%) multiplied by the
result of:

(i) the amount that would have, except for the application of
this subsection, applied to the county under subsection (b)
for calendar year 2019; minus
(ii) the actual amount of the appropriations by the county for
community mental health centers under this chapter in 2018.

(2) For calendar year 2020, the sum of:
(A) the actual amount of the appropriations by the county for
community mental health centers under this chapter in 2019;
plus
(B) the result of sixty-six percent (66%) multiplied by the
result of:

(i) the amount that would have, except for the application of
this subsection, applied to the county under subsection (b)
for calendar year 2020; minus
(ii) the actual amount of the appropriations by the county for
community mental health centers under this chapter in 2019.

(3) For calendar year 2021, the amount that would have, except
for the application of this subsection, applied to the county under
subsection (b) for calendar year 2021.

The department of local government finance shall verify the maximum
appropriation calculation under this subsection as part of the
certification of the county's budget under IC 6-1.1-17. This subsection
expires January 1, 2022.

(d) The funding provided by a county under this section shall be used
solely for:

(1) the operations of community mental health centers serving the
county; or
(2) contributing to the nonfederal share of medical assistance
payments to community mental health centers serving the county.

SECTION 61. IC 13-21-15-3, AS ADDED BY P.L.189-2016,
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SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) This section applies to the imposition of
property taxes in a county that:

(1) dissolves its county solid waste management district as
described in section 1(a) of this chapter; or
(2) withdraws from a joint solid waste management district and
determines that it will no longer be a member of a joint solid waste
management district or be designated as a county district as
described in section 2(a) of this chapter.

(b) The following apply to a county that dissolves its county solid
waste management district as described in section 1(a) of this chapter:

(1) Subject to the limitations of this subsection, the authority of
the county solid waste management district to impose property
taxes for purposes of this article is transferred to the county.
(2) For property taxes first due and payable in the first year in
which the county no longer has a county solid waste management
district, the department of local government finance shall establish
a separate solid waste management maximum permissible ad
valorem property tax levy for the county that is equal to:

(A) the county solid waste management district's maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy for the last year in
which the county solid waste management district was in
existence; multiplied by

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 that applies to the determination of maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levies for the first year in
which the county no longer has a county solid waste
management district.

(3) Property taxes collected by the county under the property tax
levy authorized under this subsection may be used only for those
purposes for which a property tax levy imposed by a solid waste
management district under this article may be used.

(c) The following apply to a county that withdraws from a joint
district and determines that it will no longer be a member of a joint
district or be designated as a county district as described in section 2(a)
of this chapter:

(1) Subject to the limitations of this subsection, the county has the
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authority to impose property taxes for purposes of this article.
(2) For property taxes first due and payable in the first year in
which the county is no longer a member of the joint district, the
department of local government finance shall establish a separate
solid waste management maximum permissible ad valorem
property tax levy for the county that is equal to:

(A) the joint solid waste management district's maximum
permissible property tax levy for the last year in which the
county was a member of the joint district; multiplied by
(B) a fraction equal to:

(i) the certified assessed valuation of the county for taxes
payable in the last year in which the county was a member of
the joint district; divided by
(ii) the certified assessed valuation of the joint solid waste
management district for taxes payable in the last year in
which the county was a member of the joint district;
multiplied by

(C) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient under
IC 6-1.1-18.5-2 that applies to the determination of maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levies for the first year in
which the county is no longer a member of the joint district.

(3) For property taxes first due and payable in the first year in
which the county is no longer a member of the joint district, the
department of local government finance shall reduce the joint solid
waste management district's maximum permissible property tax
levy that would otherwise apply by the amount determined under
subdivision (2) for the withdrawing county.
(4) Property taxes collected by the county under the property tax
levy authorized under this subsection may be used only for those
purposes for which a property tax levy imposed by a solid waste
management district under this article may be used.

SECTION 62. IC 20-29-6-12.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.272-2019,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 12.5. (a) Before September 15 of the first year of
the state budget biennium, the department shall provide the parties with
an estimate of the general fund (before January 1, 2019) or education
fund (after December 31, 2018) revenue available for bargaining in the
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school corporation from the school funding formula.
(b) Within thirty (30) days after the date of the fall count of ADM

of the school year in the first year of the state budget biennium, the
department shall provide the parties with a certification of estimated
general fund (before January 1, 2019) or education fund (after
December 31, 2018) revenue available for bargaining from the school
funding formula. If the parties do not receive a certified estimate from
the department within thirty (30) days after the fall count of ADM, the
parties may use the school corporation's estimate of the general fund
(before January 1, 2019) or education fund (after December 31, 2018)
revenue available based on the school corporation's fall count of ADM
for purposes of collective bargaining. However, if the parties
subsequently receive the certification of estimated general fund (before
January 1, 2019) or education fund (after December 31, 2018) revenue
available for bargaining before an impasse is declared, the parties shall
use the certified general fund (before January 1, 2019) or education
fund (after December 31, 2018) revenue from the school funding
formula for purposes of collective bargaining.

(c) A school employer for which the voters have passed a general
fund operating referendum (before January 1, 2019), an operating
referendum tax levy (after December 31, 2018) under IC 20-46-1, or a
school safety referendum tax levy under IC 20-46-9 must have that
amount certified by the department of local government finance.

(d) (c) A school employer that passes a resolution under section 3(c)
of this chapter to consider a portion or percentage of money transferred
from the school employer's operations fund to the education fund as
education fund revenue for purposes of determining whether an
agreement places a school corporation in a position of deficit financing
must submit a copy of the resolution to the department of local
government finance on or before November 1. The resolution shall
include:

(1) all transfers between the operations fund and the education
fund; and
(2) a statement regarding whether or not the transfer is for the
purpose of funding teacher contracts.

(e) (d) The school corporation must obtain the certification described
in subsection (c) before the conclusion of bargaining. The certifications
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or estimate described in subsection (b) must be the basis for
determinations throughout impasse proceedings under this chapter.

SECTION 63. IC 20-46-7-12, AS AMENDED BY P.L.229-2011,
SECTION 220, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 12. (a) Except as provided by

IC 5-1-14-10 and subsection (c), the maximum term or repayment
period for bonds issued by a school corporation for a school building
construction project may not exceed twenty (20) years after the date of
the issuance of the bonds.

(b) If a school corporation is an eligible school corporation under
IC 5-1-5-2.5, the school corporation may extend the repayment period
beyond the maximum repayment period that applied to the bond, loan,
or lease at the time the obligation was incurred as provided by
IC 5-1-5-2.5.

(c) Except as provided by IC 5-1-14-10, the maximum term or
repayment period for bonds issued by a school corporation for a
school building construction project and to repay loans made or
guaranteed by a federal agency may not exceed forty (40) years
after the date of the issuance of the bonds.

SECTION 64. IC 20-46-8-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.140-2018,
SECTION 22, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) A school corporation may
impose an annual property tax levy for its operations fund.

(b) For property taxes first due and payable in 2019, the maximum
permissible property tax levy a school corporation may impose for its
operations fund (IC 20-40-18) is the following:

STEP ONE: Determine the sum of the following:
(A) The 2018 maximum permissible transportation levy
determined under IC 20-46-4 (repealed January 1, 2019).
(B) The 2018 maximum permissible school bus replacement
levy determined under IC 20-46-5 (repealed January 1, 2019).
(C) The 2018 amount that would be raised from a capital
projects fund tax rate equal to the sum of:

(i) the maximum capital projects fund rate that the school
corporation was authorized to impose for 2018 under
IC 20-46-6 (repealed January 1, 2019), after any adjustment
under IC 6-1.1-18-12 (but excluding any rate imposed for
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qualified utility and insurance costs); plus
(ii) the capital projects fund rate imposed for qualified utility
and insurance costs in 2018.

(D) For school corporations described in IC 36-10-13-7, the
2018 levy as provided in section 6 of this chapter (repealed
January 1, 2019) to provide funding for an art association.
(E) For a school corporation in a county having a population of
more than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) but less than
two hundred seventy thousand (270,000), the 2018 levy as
provided in section 7 of this chapter (repealed January 1, 2019)
to provide funding for a historical society.
(F) For a school corporation described in IC 36-10-14-1, the
2018 levy as provided in section 8 of this chapter (repealed
January 1, 2019) to provide funding for a public playground.

STEP TWO: Determine the product of:
(A) The amount determined in STEP ONE, after eliminating
the effects of temporary excessive levy appeals and any other
temporary adjustments made to each of these levies for 2018
(regardless of whether the school corporation imposed the
entire amount of that maximum permissible levy for the
previous year); multiplied by

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.

STEP THREE: Determine the result of the following:
(A) Determine the sum of:

(i) the amount determined in STEP TWO; plus
(ii) the amount granted due to an appeal to increase the levy
for transportation for 2019.

(B) Make the school bus replacement adjustment for 2019.
(c) After 2019, the maximum permissible property tax levy a school

corporation may impose for its operations fund for a particular year is
the following:

STEP ONE: Determine the product of:
(A) the maximum permissible property tax levy for the school
corporation's operations fund for the previous year, after
eliminating the effects of temporary excessive levy appeals and
any other temporary adjustments made to the levy for the
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previous year (regardless of whether the school corporation
imposed the entire amount of the maximum permissible levy
for the previous year); multiplied by

(B) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.

STEP TWO: Determine the result of the following:
(A) Determine the sum of:

(i) the amount determined in STEP ONE; plus
(ii) the amount granted due to an appeal to increase the
maximum permissible operations fund levy for the year
under section 3 of this chapter for transportation.

(B) Make the school bus replacement adjustment permitted by

section 4 3 of this chapter.
SECTION 65. IC 20-46-8-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.140-2018,

SECTION 23, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. A school corporation may appeal
to the department of local government finance under IC 6-1.1-19 to
increase the school corporation's maximum permissible operations fund
levy. The appeal must be filed with the department of local government
finance before October 20 of the year before the increase is proposed to
take effect. To be granted an increase by the department of local
government finance, the school corporation must establish that the

increase is necessary because of either or both of the following:

(1) A cost increase of at least ten percent (10%) over the preceding

year for at least one (1) of the following:

(1) (A) A fuel expense increase.

(2) (B) A cost increase due to an increase in the number of
students enrolled in the school corporation who need
transportation or an increase in the mileage traveled by the
school corporation's buses compared with the previous year.

(3) (C) A cost increase due to an increase in the number of
students enrolled in special education who need transportation
or an increase in the mileage traveled by the school
corporation's buses due to students enrolled in special
education as compared with the previous year.

(4) (D) Increased transportation operating costs due to

compliance with a court ordered desegregation plan.
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(5) (E) A cost increase due to the closure of a school building
within the school corporation that results in a significant
increase in the distances that students must be transported to
attend another school building.

(6) (F) A cost increase due to restructuring or redesigning
transportation services due to a need for additional, expanded,
consolidated, or modified routes.

(7) (G) A labor cost increase due to a labor shortage affecting
the school corporation's ability to hire qualified transportation
employees.

To obtain the increase, the school corporation must establish
that it will be unable to provide transportation services
without an increase.
(2) A cost increase associated with the school corporation's
bus replacement plan adopted or amended under
IC 20-40-18-9 (after December 31, 2018). To obtain the
increase, the school corporation must show that the school
corporation must incur reasonable and necessary expenses to
acquire additional buses under the plan.

In addition, before the department of local government finance may
grant a maximum permissible operations fund levy increase, the school
corporation must establish that the school corporation will be unable to
provide transportation services without an increase. The department of
local government finance may grant a levy increase that is less than the
increase requested by the school corporation. If the department of local
government finance determines that a permanent increase in the
maximum permissible levy is necessary, the increase granted under this
section shall be added to the school corporation's maximum permissible
operations fund levy as provided in section 1 of this chapter.

SECTION 66. IC 20-46-8-4 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2020]. Sec. 4. The department of local government finance may,
upon petition by a school corporation, adjust the school corporation's
maximum permissible levy for its operations fund under section 1 of
this chapter to reflect the school corporation's plan adopted or amended
under IC 20-46-5 (before its repeal January 1, 2019) or IC 20-40-18-9
(after December 31, 2018). The petition must be filed with the
department of local government finance before October 20 of the year
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before the adjustment is proposed to take effect.
SECTION 67. IC 20-46-8-9, AS ADDED BY P.L.76-2019,

SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 9. (a) This section applies only to the North
Spencer County School Corporation (school corporation) due to unique
circumstances regarding the calculation of the capital projects fund levy
component that was used in determining the school corporation's 2019
maximum permissible operations fund property tax levy.

(b) For property taxes first due and payable in 2020, the maximum
permissible operations fund property tax levy of a school corporation
subject to this section is equal to the amount determined in the
following STEPS, instead of the amount determined under section 1 of
this chapter:

STEP ONE: Determine the result under section 1(c) of this
chapter, without regard to this section.
STEP TWO: Determine the result of:

(A) six hundred forty thousand three hundred thirty-five dollars
($640,335); multiplied by

(B) the 2020 assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.

STEP THREE: Determine the sum of:
(A) the STEP ONE amount; plus
(B) the STEP TWO amount.

(c) For purposes of determining the school corporation's 2021
maximum permissible operations fund property tax levy, the amount to
be used for purposes of STEP ONE (A) of section 1(c) of this chapter
is equal to the amount determined under STEP THREE of subsection
(b).

(d) This section expires January 1, 2022.
SECTION 68. IC 20-46-8-10, AS ADDED BY P.L.238-2019,

SECTION 20, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 10. (a) This section applies to a
school corporation in a county having a population of more than one
hundred seventy-five thousand (175,000) but less than one hundred
eighty-five thousand (185,000).

(b) For property taxes first due and payable in 2020, the maximum
permissible operations fund property tax levy of a school corporation
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subject to this section is equal to the amount determined in the
following STEPS, instead of the amount determined under section 1 of
this chapter:

STEP ONE: Determine the result under section 1(c) of this
chapter, without regard to this section.
STEP TWO: Determine the result of:

(A) the amount of the school corporation's 2018 historical
society fund levy under IC 36-10-13-5 (as it existed on
December 31, 2018); multiplied by

(B) the 2019 assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.

STEP THREE: Determine the result of:
(A) the STEP TWO amount; multiplied by

(B) the 2020 assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
determined under IC 6-1.1-18.5-2.

STEP FOUR: Determine the sum of:
(A) the STEP ONE amount;
(B) the STEP TWO amount; and
(C) the STEP THREE amount.

(c) For purposes of determining the 2021 maximum permissible
property tax levy for the school corporation's operations fund, the
amount to be used for purposes of STEP ONE (A) of section 1(c) of
this chapter is equal to the remainder of:

(1) the amount determined under STEP FOUR of subsection (b);
minus
(2) the amount determined under STEP TWO of subsection (b).

(d) This section expires January 1, 2022.
SECTION 69. IC 24-7-5-12, AS ADDED BY P.L.222-2013,

SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 12. (a) A lessor may contract for and receive a fee
for accepting rental payments by telephone in connection with a rental
purchase agreement, if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The fee is assessed only upon request by the lessee for the
underlying payment by telephone service.
(2) The payment by telephone service is not established in
advance, under the rental purchase agreement or otherwise, as the
expected method for making rental payments under the rental
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purchase agreement.
(3) The fee does not exceed one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50).

three dollars ($3).
(4) The lessee retains the right to make rental payments by
payment methods in connection with which no additional fee
would be assessed or incurred (including in-person payments and
payments by mail) as a result of such alternative payment
methods.
(5) The fee is contracted for and disclosed by the lessor in the
rental purchase agreement.
(6) The lessor posts a sign at each store location disclosing to
existing and prospective lessees:

(A) the amount of the fee;
(B) the lessee's right and option to make rental payments by
alternative payment methods and not be assessed or incur an
additional fee; and
(C) the alternative payment methods offered by the lessor in
connection with which no additional fee would be assessed or
incurred.

(7) The lessor's books and records provide an audit trail sufficient
to allow the department and its examiners to confirm the lessee's
compliance with the conditions listed in subdivisions (1) through
(6).

(b) A fee may not be charged under this section unless there is
interaction between a live employee or representative of the lessor and
the lessee.

SECTION 70. IC 36-1-8-17.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.183-2014,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 17.5. A political subdivision must
report, in the manner specified by the department of local government

finance, state board of accounts, information and data on its retiree
benefits and expenditures by March 1 of each year.

SECTION 71. IC 36-1-8.5-5.5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY
1, 2020]. Sec. 5.5. As used in this chapter, "state address confidentiality
form" means the form prescribed by the department of local government
finance under IC 6-1.1-31-1(a)(6).

SECTION 72. IC 36-1-8.5-7, AS AMENDED BY P.L.111-2019,
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SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 7. (a) A covered person who wants to restrict
access to the covered person's home address by means of a public

property data base Internet web site must submit a state address

confidentiality form written request to the unit that operates the public

property data base Internet web site. However, the unit may accept a
written request from a covered person as an alternative to the state
address confidentiality form.

(b) A unit that operates a public property data base Internet web

site, directly or through a third party, shall establish a process to prevent
a member of the general public from gaining access to the home address

of a covered person by means of the public property data base Internet
web site.

(c) In establishing a process under subsection (b), a unit shall do all
of the following:

(1) Determine which person or department of the unit will receive
and process the request.
(2) Provide a method under which a covered person is notified of
the procedure to be used to restrict or allow disclosure of the home
address of the covered person under this chapter.

(d) A unit may charge a covered person a reasonable fee to make a
written request under this section.

SECTION 73. IC 36-1-8.5-9, AS AMENDED BY P.L.111-2019,
SECTION 7, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 9. (a) This section applies to a covered person who

has applied for address confidentiality submitted a written request
under section 7(a) of this chapter.

(b) A unit shall restrict access to the home address of a covered
person until the covered person submits a written request to the unit to
allow public access to the person's home address on the public property
data base web site. The unit shall take reasonable steps to verify the
authenticity of the written request, including requiring the covered
person to provide appropriate identification.

SECTION 74. IC 36-1-8.5-11, AS AMENDED BY P.L.111-2019,
SECTION 8, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 11. A state address confidentiality form, written
request, notification of name change, or any other information
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submitted to the unit by a covered person under this chapter is
confidential under IC 5-14-3-4(a).

SECTION 75. IC 36-1-11-16 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16. (a) This section
applies to the following:

(1) A person who owes delinquent taxes, special assessments,
penalties, interest, or costs directly attributable to a prior tax sale
on a tract of real property listed under IC 6-1.1-24-1.
(2) A person who is an agent of the person described in
subdivision (1).

(3) A person who has any of the following relationships to a
person, partnership, corporation, or legal entity described in
subdivision (1):

(A) A partner of a partnership.
(B) A member of a limited liability company.
(C) An officer, director, or majority stockholder of a
corporation.
(D) The person who controls or directs the activities or has
a majority ownership in a legal entity other than a
partnership or corporation.

(b) A person subject to this section may not bid on, purchase,
receive, or lease a tract that is offered in a sale, exchange, or lease under
this chapter.

(c) If a person purchases, receives, or leases a tract that the person
was not eligible to purchase, receive, or lease under this section, the
sale, transfer, or lease of the property is void and the county retains the
interest in the tract it possessed before the sale, transfer, or lease of the
tract.

SECTION 76. IC 36-1.5-3-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.238-2019,
SECTION 22, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5. (a) This subsection applies to the
plan of reorganization of a political subdivision other than a school
corporation. The plan of reorganization must specify the amount (if
any) of the decrease that the department of local government finance
shall make to the maximum permissible property tax levies, maximum
permissible property tax rates, and budgets under IC 6-1.1-17 and
IC 6-1.1-18.5 of the reorganized political subdivision to:
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(1) eliminate double taxation for services or goods provided by the
reorganized political subdivision; or
(2) eliminate any excess by which the amount of property taxes
imposed by the reorganized political subdivision exceeds the
amount necessary to pay for services or goods provided under this
article.

(b) This subsection applies to a plan of reorganization for a school
corporation. The plan of reorganization must specify the adjustments
that the department of local government finance shall make to the
maximum permissible property tax levies, maximum permissible
property tax rates, and budgets under IC 6-1.1-17 and IC 6-1.1-18.5 of
the reorganized school corporation. The following apply to a school
corporation reorganized under this article:

(1) The new maximum permissible tax levy under IC 20-46-8
(operations fund property tax levy) for the first calendar year in
which the reorganization is effective equals the following:

STEP ONE: Determine for each school corporation that is part
of the reorganization the sum of the maximum levies under
IC 20-46-8 (operations fund property tax levy) for the ensuing

calendar year, including the assessed value maximum levy
growth quotient (IC 6-1.1-18.5-2) adjustment for the ensuing
calendar year.
STEP TWO: Determine the sum of the STEP ONE amounts.
STEP THREE: Multiply the STEP TWO amount by one
hundred three percent (103%).

(2) The new debt service levy under IC 20-46-7 for the first
calendar year in which the reorganization is effective equals the
sum of the debt service fund levies for each school corporation
that is part of the reorganization that would have been permitted
under IC 20-46-7 in the calendar year.

(c) The fiscal body of the reorganized political subdivision shall
determine and certify to the department of local government finance the
amount of the adjustment (if any) under subsection (a).

(d) The amount of the adjustment (if any) under subsection (a) or (b)
must comply with the reorganization agreement under which the
political subdivision or school corporation is reorganized under this
article.
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SECTION 77. IC 36-1.5-4-40.5, AS ADDED BY P.L.255-2013,
SECTION 10, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 40.5. The following apply in the
case of a reorganization under this article that includes a township and
another political subdivision:

(1) If the township borrowed money from a township fund under
IC 36-6-6-14(c) to pay the operating expenses of the township fire
department or a volunteer fire department before the
reorganization:

(A) the reorganized political subdivision is not required to
repay the entire loan during the following year; and
(B) the reorganized political subdivision may repay the loan in
installments during the following five (5) years.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3):
(A) the reorganized political subdivision continues to be
responsible after the reorganization for providing township
services in all areas of the township, including within the
territory of a municipality in the township that does not
participate in the reorganization; and
(B) the reorganized political subdivision retains the powers of
a township after the reorganization in order to provide
township services as required by clause (A).

(3) Powers and duties of the reorganized political subdivision may
be transferred as authorized in an interlocal cooperation agreement
approved under IC 36-1-7 or as authorized in a cooperative
agreement approved under IC 36-1.5-5.
(4) If all or part of a municipality in the township is not
participating in the reorganization, not less than ten (10) township
taxpayers who reside within territory that is not participating in
the reorganization may file a petition with the county auditor
protesting the reorganized political subdivision's township
assistance levy. The petition must be filed not more than thirty
(30) days after the reorganized political subdivision finally adopts
the reorganized political subdivision's township assistance levy.
The petition must state the taxpayers' objections and the reasons
why the taxpayers believe the reorganized political subdivision's
township assistance levy is excessive or unnecessary. The county
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auditor shall immediately certify a copy of the petition, together
with other data necessary to present the questions involved, to the
department of local government finance. Upon receipt of the
certified petition and other data, the department of local
government finance shall fix a time and place for the hearing of
the matter. The hearing shall be held not less than five (5) days
and not more than thirty (30) days after the receipt of the certified
documents. The hearing shall be held in the county where the
petition arose. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the
department of local government finance to the reorganized
political subdivision and to the first ten (10) taxpayer petitioners
listed on the petition by letter. The letter shall be sent to the first
ten (10) taxpayer petitioners at the taxpayers' usual place of
residence at least five (5) days before the date of the hearing. After
the hearing, the department of local government finance may
reduce the reorganized political subdivision's township assistance
levy to the extent that the levy is excessive or unnecessary. A
taxpayer who signed a petition under this subdivision or a
reorganized political subdivision against which a petition under
this subdivision is filed may petition for judicial review of the final
determination of the department of local government finance under
this subdivision. The petition must be filed in the tax court not
more than forty-five (45) days after the date of the department of
local government finance's final determination.
(5) Section 40 of this chapter applies to the debt service levy of
the reorganized political subdivision and to the department of local
government finance's determination of the new maximum
permissible ad valorem property tax levy for the reorganized
political subdivision.
(6) The reorganized political subdivision may not borrow money
under IC 36-6-6-14(b) or IC 36-6-6-14(c).
(7) The new maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
for the reorganized political subdivision's firefighting fund under
IC 36-8-13-4 is equal to:

(A) the result of:
(i) the maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy
for the township's firefighting fund under IC 36-8-13-4 in
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the year preceding the year in which the reorganization is
effective; multiplied by

(ii) the assessed value maximum levy growth quotient
applicable for property taxes first due and payable in the year
in which the reorganization is effective; plus

(B) any amounts borrowed by the township under
IC 36-6-6-14(b) or IC 36-6-6-14(c) in the year preceding the
year in which the reorganization is effective.

SECTION 78. IC 36-2-9-20, AS AMENDED BY P.L.137-2012,
SECTION 117, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 20. The county auditor shall:

(1) maintain an electronic data file of the information contained on
the tax duplicate for all:

(A) parcels; and
(B) personal property returns;

for each township in the county as of each assessment date;
(2) maintain the electronic data file in a form that formats the
information in the file with the standard data, field, and record
coding required and approved by:

(A) the legislative services agency; and
(B) the department of local government finance;

(3) transmit the data in the file with respect to the assessment date
of each year before March 16 of the next year to

(A) the legislative services agency in an electronic format under
IC 5-14-6; and
(B) the department of local government finance

in a manner that meets the data export and transmission
requirements in a standard format, as prescribed by the office of
technology established by IC 4-13.1-2-1 and approved by the
legislative services agency; and
(4) resubmit the data in the form and manner required under this
subsection, upon request of the legislative services agency or the
department of local government finance, if data previously
submitted under this subsection does not comply with the
requirements of this subsection, as determined by the legislative
services agency or the department of local government finance.

An electronic data file maintained for a particular assessment date may
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not be overwritten with data for a subsequent assessment date until a
copy of an electronic data file that preserves the data for the particular
assessment date is archived in the manner prescribed by the office of
technology established by IC 4-13.1-2-1 and approved by the legislative
services agency.

SECTION 79. IC 36-6-6-16, AS ADDED BY P.L.129-2019,
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 16. (a) This section does
not apply to a township that is a distressed political subdivision under
IC 6-1.1-20.3.

(b) As used in this section, "township fund" does not include a debt
service fund of a township.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a township legislative body, in a
public meeting, may authorize a one (1) time transfer of any excess
balance or part of an excess balance from any township fund to any
other township fund. A township legislative body may transfer excess
balances from multiple township funds; however, all transfers must be
authorized by the township legislative body at one (1) time. Subject to
subsection (d), a township must complete all transfers that are

authorized by this section not later than September 1, 2020. 2021. Any
money transferred under this section may be used for any lawful
purpose for which money in the fund to which the balance is transferred
may be used.

(d) If IC 36-6-9 applies to the township, the township must adopt the
township capital improvement plan before the township may complete
a transfer of money under this section.

(e) A township may not spend any money that is transferred until the
expenditure of the money has been included in a budget that has been
approved by the department of local government finance under
IC 6-1.1-17. For purposes of fixing its budget and for purposes of the
ad valorem property tax levy limits imposed under IC 6-1.1-18.5, the
township shall treat the money transferred under this section that the
department of local government finance permits it to spend during a
particular calendar year as part of its ad valorem property tax levy for
that same calendar year.

(f) This section expires January 1, 2021. 2022.
SECTION 80. IC 36-6-6-17 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
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AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 17. (a) This section does not apply to a

township located in a county having a consolidated city.
(b) As used in this section, "immediate family member" refers

only to any of the following relatives of an individual:
(1) A parent.
(2) A sibling.
(3) A spouse.
(4) A child.

A relative by adoption, half-blood, marriage, or remarriage is
considered as a relative of whole kinship.

(c) A member of the township board may not participate in a
vote on the adoption of the township's budget and tax levies if the
member is an immediate family member of the township trustee.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law, if at least a majority of the
members of the township board are precluded from voting on the
township's budget and tax levies under subsection (c), the
township's most recent annual appropriations are continued for
the ensuing budget year, subject to the following:

(1) The township trustee may petition the county fiscal body
for an increase in the township's budget under subsection (e).
(2) The township trustee may petition the county fiscal body
for any additional appropriations under subsection (f).

(e) If subsection (d) applies, the township trustee may petition
the county fiscal body for an increase in the township's budget and
property tax levies. The county fiscal body may grant or deny the
petition only after conducting a public hearing on the petition.

(f) If subsection (d) applies, the county fiscal body may adopt
any additional appropriations of the township by ordinance before
the department of local government finance may approve the
additional appropriation.

SECTION 81. IC 36-7-9-13, AS AMENDED BY P.L.169-2006,
SECTION 64, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 13. (a) If all or any part of the costs
listed in section 12 of this chapter remain unpaid for any unsafe
premises (other than unsafe premises owned by a governmental entity)
for more than fifteen (15) days after the completion of the work, the
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enforcement authority does not act under section 13.5 of this chapter,
and the enforcement authority determines that there is a reasonable
probability of obtaining recovery, the enforcement authority shall
prepare a record stating:

(1) the name and last known address of each person who held a
known or recorded fee interest, life estate interest, or equitable
interest of a contract purchaser in the unsafe premises from the
time the order requiring the work to be performed was recorded to
the time that the work was completed;
(2) the legal description or address of the unsafe premises that
were the subject of work;
(3) the nature of the work that was accomplished;
(4) the amount of the unpaid bid price of the work that was
accomplished; and
(5) the amount of the unpaid average processing expense.

The record must be in a form approved by the state board of accounts.
(b) The enforcement authority, or its head, shall swear to the

accuracy of the record before the clerk of the circuit court and deposit
the record in the clerk's office. Notice that the record has been filed and
that a hearing on the amounts indicated in the record may be held must
be sent in the manner prescribed by section 25 of this chapter to all of
the following:

(1) The persons named in the record.
(2) Any mortgagee that has a known or recorded substantial
property interest.

(c) If, within thirty (30) days after the notice required by subsection
(b), a person named in the record or a mortgagee files with the clerk of
the circuit court a written petition objecting to the claim for payment
and requesting a hearing, the clerk shall enter the cause on the docket of
the circuit or superior court as a civil action, and a hearing shall be held
on the question in the manner prescribed by IC 4-21.5. However, issues
that could have been determined under section 8 of this chapter may not
be entertained at the hearing. At the conclusion of the hearing, the court
shall either sustain the petition or enter a judgment against the persons
named in the record for the amounts recorded or for modified amounts.

(d) If no petition is filed under subsection (c), the clerk of the circuit
court shall enter the cause on the docket of the court and the court shall
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enter a judgment for the amounts stated in the record.
(e) A judgment under subsection (c) or (d), to the extent that it is not

satisfied under IC 27-2-15, is a debt and a lien on all the real and
personal property of the person named, or a joint and several debt and
lien on the real and personal property of the persons named in the record
prepared under subsection (a). The lien on real property is perfected
against all creditors and purchasers when the judgment is entered on the
judgment docket of the court. The lien on personal property is perfected
by filing a lis pendens notice in the appropriate filing office, as
prescribed by the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure.

(f) Judgments rendered under this section may be enforced in the
same manner as all other judgments are enforced.

SECTION 82. IC 36-7-15.6-23 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 23. (a) This

section applies only to a district established after December 31,
2019.

(b) Notwithstanding section 16(d) of this chapter, money in the
fund of a district may be used for a flood control works project in
a location outside the boundaries of the district if the flood control
works project outside the boundaries of the district directly
benefits special flood hazard property within the district.

(c) Notwithstanding section 17(a) and 17(g) of this chapter,
money received by a district from bonds issued under section 17 of
this chapter may be applied to the payment or reimbursement of
the cost of a flood control works project in a location outside the
boundaries of the district if the flood control works project outside
the boundaries of the district directly benefits special flood hazard
property within the district.

(d) Notwithstanding section 19(a) and 19(d) of this chapter:
(1) money received from bonds described in section 19(a) of
this chapter may be applied to the payment of the costs of a
flood control works project of a district; and
(2) money in the flood control improvement fund of the
district may be applied to reimburse debt service payments on
the bonds described in section 19(a) of this chapter;

even though the flood control works project was in a location
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outside the boundaries of the district, if the flood control works
project directly benefits special flood hazard property within the
district.

(e) This section expires March 1, 2022.
SECTION 83. IC 36-8-8-14.2 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 14.2. (a) This section applies to

every unit that is an employer of one (1) or more individuals who
are active members of the 1977 fund.

(b) As used in this section, "survivor" means:
(1) a surviving spouse of a deceased member of the 1977 fund;
or
(2) a surviving natural child, stepchild, or adopted child of a
deceased member of the 1977 fund;

who is entitled to health insurance coverage under section 14.1(h)
of this chapter.

(c) If a unit is obligated under section 14.1(h) of this chapter to
pay for health insurance coverage for one (1) or more survivors of
a deceased member of the 1977 fund who died in the line of duty,
the legislative body of the unit may establish a public safety officer
survivors' health coverage cumulative fund under this section to
pay for health coverage under section 14.1(h) of this chapter.

(d) The fiscal body of a unit may provide money for a public
safety officer survivors' health coverage cumulative fund
established under subsection (c) by levying a tax in compliance
with IC 6-1.1-41 on the taxable property in the unit.

(e) The property tax rate that may be imposed under this
section for property taxes first due and payable during a particular
year may not exceed the rate necessary to pay the annual cost of
the health coverage that the unit is obligated to pay under section
14.1(h) of this chapter. The unit shall provide any documentation
requested by the department of local government finance that is
necessary to certify the rate adopted by the unit. The unit's
maximum permissible ad valorem property tax levy determined
under IC 6-1.1-18.5-3 excludes the property tax levied under this
section.

(f) The tax money collected under this section shall be held in a
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special fund to be known as the public safety officer survivors'
health coverage cumulative fund.

(g) In a consolidated city, money may be transferred from the
public safety officer survivors' health coverage cumulative fund to
the fund of a department of the consolidated city responsible for
carrying out a purpose for which the public safety officer
survivors' health coverage cumulative fund was created. The
department may not expend any money transferred under this
subsection until an appropriation is made, and the department may
not expend any money transferred under this subsection for
operating costs of the department.

SECTION 84. IC 36-12-3-12, AS AMENDED BY P.L.257-2019,
SECTION 167, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 12. (a) The library board shall
determine the rate of taxation for the library district that is necessary for
the proper operation of the library. The library board shall certify the
rate to the county auditor. An additional rate may be levied under
section 10(4) of this chapter.

(b) If the library board fails to:
(1) give:

(A) a first published notice to the board's taxpayers of the
board's proposed budget and tax levy for the ensuing year at
least ten (10) days before the public hearing required under
IC 6-1.1-17-3; and
(B) a second published notice to the board's taxpayers of the
board's proposed budget and tax levy for the ensuing year at
least three (3) days before the public hearing required under
IC 6-1.1-17-3; or

(2) finally adopt the budget and fix the tax levy not later than

September 30; November 1;
the last preceding annual appropriation made for the public library is
renewed for the ensuing year, and the last preceding annual tax levy is
continued. Under this subsection, the treasurer of the library board shall
report the continued tax levy to the county auditor not later than

September 30. November 1.
SECTION 85. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017

(RETROACTIVE)] (a) This SECTION applies notwithstanding
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IC 6-1.1-10, IC 6-1.1-11, or any other law or administrative rule or
provision.

(b) This SECTION applies to an assessment date occurring
after December 31, 2016, and before January 1, 2020.

(c) As used in this SECTION, "eligible property" means real
property:

(1) on which property taxes were imposed for the 2017, 2018,
and 2019 assessment dates; and
(2) that would have been eligible for an exemption from
property taxation under IC 6-1.1-10-25(a)(8) for the 2017,
2018, and 2019 assessment dates if an exemption application
had been properly and timely filed under IC 6-1.1 for the real
property.

(d) As used in this SECTION, "qualified taxpayer" refers to a
nonprofit veterans organization that owns eligible property.

(e) A qualified taxpayer may, before September 1, 2020, file a
property tax exemption application and supporting documents
claiming a property tax exemption under IC 6-1.1-10-16 or
IC 6-1.1-10-25(a)(8) for any assessment date described in
subsection (b).

(f) A property tax exemption application filed under subsection
(e) by a qualified taxpayer is considered to have been properly and
timely filed.

(g) If a qualified taxpayer files property tax exemption
applications under subsection (e), the following apply:

(1) The property tax exemption for the eligible property is
allowed and granted for the 2017, 2018, and 2019 assessment
dates by the county assessor and county auditor of the county
in which the eligible property is located.
(2) The qualified taxpayer is not required to pay any property
taxes, penalties, interest, or tax sale reimbursement expenses
with respect to the eligible property exempted under this
SECTION for the 2017, 2018, and 2019 assessment dates.
(3) If the eligible property was placed on the list certified
under IC 6-1.1-24-1 or IC 6-1.1-24-1.5 or was otherwise
subject to a tax sale under IC 6-1.1-24 and IC 6-1.1-25
because one (1) or more installments of property taxes due for
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the eligible property for the 2017, 2018, and 2019 assessment
dates were not timely paid:

(A) the county auditor shall remove the eligible property
from the list certified under IC 6-1.1-24-1 or
IC 6-1.1-24-1.5; and
(B) a tax deed may not be issued under IC 6-1.1-25 for the
eligible property for any tax sale of the eligible property
under IC 6-1.1-24 and IC 6-1.1-25 that was held because
one (1) or more installments of property taxes due for the
eligible property for the 2017, 2018, and 2019 assessment
dates were not timely paid.

(h) A taxpayer is entitled to the exemption from real property
tax as claimed on a property tax exemption application filed under
this SECTION, regardless of whether:

(1) a property tax exemption application was previously filed
for the same or similar property for the assessment date;
(2) the county property tax assessment board of appeals has
issued a final determination regarding any previously filed
property tax exemption application for the assessment date;
(3) the taxpayer appealed any denial of a previously filed
property tax exemption application for the assessment date;
or
(4) the records of the county in which the property subject to
the property tax exemption application is located identified
the taxpayer as the owner of the property on the assessment
date described in subsection (b) for which the property tax
exemption is claimed.

(i) The exemption allowed by this SECTION shall be applied
and considered approved without the need for any further ruling
or action by the county assessor, the county auditor, or the county
property tax assessment board of appeals of the county in which
the eligible property is located or by the Indiana board of tax
review. The exemption approval is final and may not be appealed
by the county assessor, the county property tax assessment board
of appeals, or any member of the county property tax assessment
board of appeals.

(j) To the extent the qualified taxpayer has paid any property
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taxes, penalties, or interest with respect to the eligible property for
the 2017, 2018, and 2019 assessment dates, the eligible taxpayer is
entitled to a refund of the amounts paid. Notwithstanding the filing
deadlines for a claim in IC 6-1.1-26, any claim for a refund filed by
an eligible taxpayer under this subsection before September 1,
2020, is considered timely filed. The county auditor shall pay the
refund due under this SECTION in one (1) installment.

(k) This SECTION expires July 1, 2023.
SECTION 86. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018

(RETROACTIVE)] (a) This SECTION applies notwithstanding

IC 6-1.1-10, IC 6-1.1-11, or any other law or administrative rule or
provision.

(b) This SECTION applies to an assessment date occurring
after December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2020.

(c) As used in this SECTION, "eligible property" means real
property:

(1) that was conveyed to an eligible taxpayer in 2014 or 2017;
(2) on which property taxes were imposed for the 2018 and
2019 assessment dates; and
(3) that would have been eligible for an exemption from
property taxation under IC 6-1.1-10-16 for the 2018 and 2019
assessment dates if an exemption application had been
properly and timely filed under IC 6-1.1 for the real property.

(d) As used in this SECTION, "qualified taxpayer" refers to a
nonprofit corporation created in 1903 that owns eligible property.

(e) A qualified taxpayer may, before September 1, 2020, file a
property tax exemption application and supporting documents
claiming a property tax exemption under IC 6-1.1-10-16 for any
assessment date described in subsection (b).

(f) A property tax exemption application filed under subsection
(e) by a qualified taxpayer is considered to have been properly and
timely filed.

(g) If a qualified taxpayer files the property tax exemption
applications under subsection (e), the following apply:

(1) The property tax exemption for the eligible property is
allowed and granted for the 2018 and 2019 assessment dates
by the county assessor and county auditor of the county in
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which the eligible property is located.
(2) The qualified taxpayer is not required to pay any property
taxes, penalties, interest, or tax sale reimbursement expenses
with respect to the eligible property exempted under this
SECTION for the 2018 and 2019 assessment dates.
(3) If the eligible property was placed on the list certified
under IC 6-1.1-24-1 or IC 6-1.1-24-1.5 or was otherwise
subject to a tax sale under IC 6-1.1-24 and IC 6-1.1-25
because one (1) or more installments of property taxes due for
the eligible property for the 2018 and 2019 assessment dates
were not timely paid:

(A) the county auditor shall remove the eligible property
from the list certified under IC 6-1.1-24-1 or
IC 6-1.1-24-1.5; and
(B) a tax deed may not be issued under IC 6-1.1-25 for the
eligible property for any tax sale of the eligible property
under IC 6-1.1-24 and IC 6-1.1-25 that was held because
one (1) or more installments of property taxes due for the
eligible property for the 2018 and 2019 assessment dates
were not timely paid.

(h) A taxpayer is entitled to the exemption from real property
tax as claimed on a property tax exemption application filed under
this SECTION, regardless of whether:

(1) a property tax exemption application was previously filed
for the same or similar property for the assessment date;
(2) the county property tax assessment board of appeals has
issued a final determination regarding any previously filed
property tax exemption application for the assessment date;
(3) the taxpayer appealed any denial of a previously filed
property tax exemption application for the assessment date;
or
(4) the records of the county in which the property subject to
the property tax exemption application is located identified
the taxpayer as the owner of the property on the assessment
date described in subsection (b) for which the property tax
exemption is claimed.

(i) The exemption allowed by this SECTION shall be applied
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and considered approved without the need for any further ruling
or action by the county assessor, the county auditor, or the county
property tax assessment board of appeals of the county in which
the eligible property is located or by the Indiana board of tax
review. The exemption approval is final and may not be appealed
by the county assessor, the county property tax assessment board
of appeals, or any member of the county property tax assessment
board of appeals.

(j) To the extent the qualified taxpayer has paid any property
taxes, penalties, or interest with respect to the eligible property for
the 2018 and 2019 assessment dates, the eligible taxpayer is
entitled to a refund of the amounts paid. Notwithstanding the filing
deadlines for a claim in IC 6-1.1-26, any claim for a refund filed by
an eligible taxpayer under this subsection before September 1,
2020, is considered timely filed. The county auditor shall pay the
refund due under this SECTION in one (1) installment.

(k) This SECTION expires July 1, 2023.
SECTION 87. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020

(RETROACTIVE)] (a) This SECTION applies notwithstanding

IC 6-1.1-10, IC 6-1.1-11, or any other law or administrative rule or
provision.

(b) This SECTION applies to assessment dates after December
31, 2017, and before January 1, 2020.

(c) As used in this SECTION, "eligible property" means any
real property:

(1) that is owned, occupied, and used by a taxpayer that is a
church or religious society and is used for one (1) or more of
the purposes described in IC 6-1.1-10-16 or IC 6-1.1-10-21;
(2) for which an exemption application was filed after June 8,
2019, and before June 15, 2019; and
(3) that would have been eligible for an exemption under
IC 6-1.1-10-16 or IC 6-1.1-10-21 for assessment dates after
December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2020, if an
exemption application had been properly and timely filed
under IC 6-1.1 for the property.

(d) Before September 1, 2020, the owner of eligible property
may file a property tax exemption application and supporting
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documents claiming a property tax exemption under this
SECTION for the eligible property for an assessment date after
December 31, 2017, and before January 1, 2020.

(e) A property tax exemption application filed as provided in
subsection (d) is considered to have been properly and timely filed
for each assessment date.

(f) The following apply if the owner of eligible property files a
property tax exemption application as provided in subsection (d):

(1) The property tax exemption for the eligible property shall
be allowed and granted for the applicable assessment date by
the county assessor and county auditor of the county in which
the eligible property is located.
(2) The owner of the eligible property is not required to pay
any property taxes, penalties, or interest with respect to the
eligible property for the applicable assessment date.

(g) The exemption allowed by this SECTION shall be applied
without the need for any further ruling or action by the county
assessor, the county auditor, or the county property tax assessment
board of appeals of the county in which the eligible property is
located or by the Indiana board of tax review.

(h) To the extent the owner of the eligible property has paid any
property taxes, penalties, or interest with respect to the eligible
property for an applicable date and to the extent that the eligible
property is exempt from taxation as provided in this SECTION,
the owner of the eligible property is entitled to a refund of the
amounts paid. The owner is not entitled to any interest on the
refund under IC 6-1.1 or any other law to the extent interest has
not been paid by or on behalf of the owner. Notwithstanding the

filing deadlines for a claim under IC 6-1.1-26, any claim for a
refund filed by the owner of eligible property under this SECTION
before September 1, 2020, is considered timely filed. The county
auditor shall pay the refund due under this SECTION in one (1)
installment.

(i) This SECTION expires June 30, 2022.
SECTION 88. [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE] (a) IC 6-1.1-12-9,

IC 6-1.1-12-14, and IC 6-1.1-20.6-8.5, all as amended by this act,
apply to assessment dates after December 31, 2019.
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(b) This SECTION expires June 30, 2023.
SECTION 89. An emergency is declared for this act.

_____

P.L.160-2020
[H.1131. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning utilities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 8-1-1.9-3, AS ADDED BY P.L.126-2018,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "water or
wastewater utility" means:

(1) a public utility that provides water service, wastewater service,

or both water service and wastewater service to the public; or

(2) a municipally owned utility that provides water service to
less than eight thousand (8,000) customers.

SECTION 2. IC 8-1-1.9-4, AS ADDED BY P.L.126-2018,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4. (a) Notwithstanding IC 8-1-2.7 and any
other law under which a water or wastewater utility is exempt from or
may withdraw from the jurisdiction of the commission, a water or
wastewater utility that is organized as a legal entity after June 30, 2018,
is subject to the jurisdiction of the commission with respect to:

(1) rates and charges;
(2) stocks, bonds, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness;
(3) rules; and
(4) the annual report filing requirement;

for the period of ten (10) years beginning on the day on which the water
or wastewater utility is organized. as a legal entity.
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(b) This section does not affect:
(1) any statutes requiring or permitting a water or wastewater
utility to petition the commission before providing service to the
public; or
(2) the commission's jurisdiction regarding statutes and petitions
referred to in subdivision (1).

SECTION 3. IC 8-1-2-46.2, AS ADDED BY P.L.91-2017,
SECTION 5, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 46.2. (a) As used in this section, "water or
wastewater utility" means a public utility, other than a not-for-profit
utility, as defined in section 125(a) of this chapter, that provides water
or wastewater service to the public.

(b) Notwithstanding any law or rule governing extension of service,
a water or wastewater utility may, on a nondiscriminatory basis, extend
service for economic development purposes or to rural areas without a
deposit or other adequate assurance of performance from the customer,
to the extent that the extension of service results in a positive
contribution to the utility's overall cost of service over a twenty (20)
year period. However, if the water or wastewater utility determines that
the extension of service will not result in a positive contribution to the
utility's overall cost of service over a twenty (20) year period, the water
or wastewater utility may require a deposit or other adequate assurance
of performance from:

(1) the developer of the project; or
(2) a local, regional, or state economic development organization.

(c) Subsection (d) applies if:
(1) a county executive, a municipal legislative body, or, in Marion
County, the county fiscal body, establishes an infrastructure
development zone under IC 6-1.1-12.5-4; and
(2) the county executive, municipal legislative body, or county
fiscal body requests a public utility to extend water or wastewater
utility service to the geographic territory established as the
infrastructure development zone.

(d) A water or wastewater utility that receives a request described in
subsection (c)(2) may file a petition with the commission seeking
approval of the requested extension of service. If the commission
approves the petition, in future general rate cases, the commission shall
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approve rate schedules that include a surcharge payable only by
customers located in the geographic area within the jurisdiction of the

governmental entity described in subsection (c), including or, if

requested by the governmental entity, only within the geographic
area established as an infrastructure development zone. The surcharge
shall recover depreciation expense, weighted cost of capital, and federal
and state income tax applicable to the extension of water or wastewater
utility service.

SECTION 4. IC 8-1-2-101.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 101.5. (a) This section applies

to:
(1) a water main extension;
(2) a wastewater main extension; or
(3) an agreement that:

(A) is for a water main extension or a wastewater main
extension; and
(B) is entered into after June 30, 2020, by a utility and the
person requesting the extension.

(b) As used in this section, "utility" means a municipally owned
utility (as defined in IC 8-1-2-1(h)) that provides water service or

wastewater service, or both, to the public.
(c) With respect to any water main extension or wastewater

main extension, a utility shall comply with the commission's rules
governing water main extensions or wastewater main extensions,
as applicable, including:

(1) 170 IAC 6-1.5, in the case of a water main extension; or
(2) 170 IAC 8.5-4, in the case of a wastewater main extension;

as may be amended by the commission, regardless of whether the
utility is subject to the jurisdiction of the commission for the
approval of rates and charges. However, a utility is not required
to comply with any provisions in the commission's main extension
rules that require reporting to the commission.

(d) Disputes arising under this section may be submitted as
informal complaints to the commission's consumer affairs division,
in accordance with IC 8-1-2-34.5(b) and the commission's rules
under 170 IAC 16, including provisions for referrals and appeals
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to the full commission, regardless of whether the person requesting
the extension is a customer of the utility.

(e) The commission shall adopt by:
(1) order; or
(2) rule under IC 4-22-2;

other procedures not inconsistent with this section that the
commission determines to be reasonable or necessary to administer
this section. In adopting the rules under this section, the
commission may adopt emergency rules in the manner provided by
IC 4-22-2-37.1. Notwithstanding IC 4-22-2-37.1(g), an emergency
rule adopted by the commission under this subsection and in the
manner provided by IC 4-22-2-37.1 expires on the date on which
a rule that supersedes the emergency rule is adopted by the
commission under IC 4-22-2-24 through IC 4-22-2-36.

(f) If the commission determines that it requires additional staff
to handle the volume of informal complaints submitted under this
section, the commission may impose a fee under this section. Any
fee charged by the commission under this section may:

(1) not exceed:
(A) the commission's actual costs in administering this
section; or
(B) seven hundred fifty dollars ($750);

whichever is less; and
(2) be assessed against the party against whom a decision is
rendered under this section.

SECTION 5. IC 8-1-30.3-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.229-2019,
SECTION 5, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. (a) This section applies if:

(1) a utility company acquires property from an offered utility in
a transaction involving a willing buyer and a willing seller; and
(2) at least one (1) utility company described in subdivision (1) is
subject to the jurisdiction of the commission under this article.

(b) Subject to subsection (c), there is a rebuttable presumption that
a cost differential is reasonable.

(c) If the acquisition:

(1) is made under IC 8-1.5-2-6.1, and to the extent the purchase
price does not exceed the appraised value as determined under
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IC 8-1.5-2-5; or

(2) is not made under IC 8-1.5-2-6.1, and to the extent the
purchase price does not exceed the appraised value as
determined under section 5.5 of this chapter;

the purchase price is considered reasonable for purposes of subsection
(d) and any resulting cost differential is considered reasonable.

(d) Before closing on the acquisition, the utility company that
acquires the utility property may petition the commission to include any
cost differential as part of its rate base in future rate cases. The
commission shall approve the petition if the commission finds the
following:

(1) The utility property is used and useful to the offered utility in
providing water service, wastewater service, or both water and
wastewater service.
(2) The offered utility is too small to capture economies of scale
or has failed to furnish or maintain adequate, efficient, safe, and
reasonable service and facilities.
(3) The utility company will improve economies of scale or, if
otherwise needed, make reasonable and prudent improvements to
the offered utility's plant, the offered utility's operations, or both,
so that customers of the offered utility will receive adequate,
efficient, safe, and reasonable service.
(4) The acquisition of the utility property is the result of a mutual
agreement made at arms length.
(5) The actual purchase price of the utility property is reasonable.
(6) The utility company and the offered utility are not affiliated
and share no ownership interests.
(7) The rates charged by the utility company will not increase
unreasonably in future general rate cases solely as a result of
acquiring the utility property from the offered utility. For purposes
of this subdivision, the rates and charges will not increase
unreasonably in future general rate cases so long as the net
original cost proposed to be recorded under subsection (f) is not
greater than two percent (2%) of the acquiring utility's net original
cost rate base as determined in the acquiring utility's most recent
general rate case. If the amount proposed to be recorded under
subsection (f) is greater than two percent (2%) of the acquiring
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utility's net original cost rate base as determined in the acquiring
utility's most recent general rate case, the commission shall
proceed to determine whether the rates charged by the utility
company will increase unreasonably in future general rate cases
solely as a result of acquiring the utility property from the offered
utility and, in making the determination, may consider evidence of:

(A) the anticipated dollar value increase; and
(B) the increase as a percentage of the average bill.

(8) The cost differential will be added to the utility company's rate
base to be amortized as an addition to expense over a reasonable
time with corresponding reductions in the rate base.

(e) In connection with its petition under subsection (d), the acquiring
utility company shall provide the following:

(1) Notice to customers of the acquiring utility company that a
petition has been filed with the commission under this chapter.
The notice provided under this subdivision must include the cause
number assigned to the petition. Notice under this subdivision may
be provided to customers in a billing insert.
(2) Notice to the office of the utility consumer counselor.
(3) A statement of known infrastructure, environmental, or other
issues affecting the offered utility, and the process for determining
reasonable and prudent improvements upon completing the
acquisition.

(f) In a proceeding under subsection (d), the commission shall issue
its final order not later than two hundred ten (210) days after the filing
of the petitioner's case in chief. If the commission grants the petition,
the commission's order shall authorize the acquiring utility company to
make accounting entries recording the acquisition and that reflect:

(1) the full purchase price;
(2) incidental expenses; and
(3) other costs of acquisition;

as the net original cost of the utility plant in service assets being
acquired, allocated in a reasonable manner among appropriate utility
plant in service accounts.

SECTION 6. IC 8-1-30.3-5.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5.5. (a) For purposes of this
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section, an individual, or the company employing the individual, is
qualified to perform an appraisal if the individual is:

(1) an engineer registered under IC 25-31; or
(2) an appraiser licensed under IC 25-34.1-8.

(b) For purposes of this section, an individual performing an
appraisal, or the company employing the individual, is
disinterested if:

(1) the fee for the appraisal services is fixed before the
individual performs the appraisal;
(2) the individual is not an employee of one (1) of the parties
to the acquisition;
(3) the individual is not a state or municipal employee; and
(4) the:

(A) individual; and
(B) company, if applicable;

do not have affiliated interests (as defined in IC 8-1-2-49) in
one (1) of the parties to the acquisition.

(c) An appraisal under section 5(c)(2) of this chapter must be
performed by three (3) qualified and disinterested appraisers,
including:

(1) at least one (1) appraiser qualified under subsection (a)(1);
and
(2) at least one (1) appraiser qualified under subsection (a)(2).

(d) If the three (3) appraisers performing an appraisal for
purposes of section 5(c)(2) of this chapter cannot agree as to an
appraised value, the appraisal is sufficient for purposes of section
5(c)(2) of this chapter if the appraisal is signed by two (2) of the
appraisers.

SECTION 7. IC 8-1-30.3-6, AS AMENDED BY P.L.229-2019,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 6. For purposes of section 5(d)(2) of this
chapter, an offered utility is too small to capture economies of scale or
is not furnishing or maintaining adequate, efficient, safe, and reasonable
service and facilities if the commission finds one (1) or more of the
following:

(1) The offered utility violated one (1) or more state or federal
statutory or regulatory requirements in a manner that the
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commission determines affects the safety, adequacy, efficiency, or
reasonableness of its services or facilities.
(2) The offered utility has inadequate financial, managerial, or
technical ability or expertise.
(3) The offered utility fails to provide water in sufficient amounts,
that is palatable, or at adequate volume or pressure.
(4) The offered utility, due to necessary improvements to its plant
or distribution or collection system or operations, is unable to
furnish and maintain adequate service to its customers at rates
equal to or less than those of the acquiring utility company.

(5) The offered utility serves fewer than five eight thousand

(5,000) (8,000) customers.
(6) Any other facts that the commission determines demonstrate
the offered utility's inability to capture economies of scale or to
furnish or maintain adequate, efficient, safe, or reasonable service
or facilities.

SECTION 8. IC 36-4-3-4, AS AMENDED BY P.L.206-2016,
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4. (a) The legislative body of a municipality
may, by ordinance, annex any of the following:

(1) Territory that is contiguous to the municipality.
(2) Territory that is not contiguous to the municipality and is
occupied by a municipally owned or operated as either of the
following:

(A) An airport or landing field.
(B) A wastewater treatment facility or water treatment facility.
After a municipality annexes territory under this clause, the
municipality may annex additional territory to enlarge the
territory for the use of the wastewater treatment facility or
water treatment facility only if the county legislative body
approves that use of the additional territory by ordinance.

(3) Territory that is not contiguous to the municipality but is found
by the legislative body to be occupied by:

(A) a municipally owned or regulated sanitary landfill, golf
course, or hospital; or
(B) a police station of the municipality.

However, if territory annexed under subdivision (2) or (3) ceases to be
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used for the purpose for which the territory was annexed for at least one
(1) year, the territory reverts to the jurisdiction of the unit having
jurisdiction before the annexation if the unit that had jurisdiction over
the territory still exists. If the unit no longer exists, the territory reverts
to the jurisdiction of the unit that would currently have jurisdiction over
the territory if the annexation had not occurred. The clerk of the
municipality shall notify the offices required to receive notice of a
disannexation under section 19 of this chapter when the territory reverts
to the jurisdiction of the unit having jurisdiction before the annexation.
Territory that is annexed under subdivision (2) (including territory that
is enlarged under subdivision (2)(B) for the use of the wastewater
treatment facility or water treatment facility) or subdivision (3) may not
be considered a part of the municipality for purposes of annexing
additional territory.

(b) This subsection applies to municipalities in a county having any
of the following populations:

(1) More than seventy thousand fifty (70,050) but less than
seventy-one thousand (71,000).
(2) More than seventy-five thousand (75,000) but less than
seventy-seven thousand (77,000).
(3) More than seventy-one thousand (71,000) but less than
seventy-five thousand (75,000).
(4) More than forty-seven thousand (47,000) but less than
forty-seven thousand five hundred (47,500).
(5) More than thirty-eight thousand five hundred (38,500) but less
than thirty-nine thousand (39,000).
(6) More than thirty-seven thousand (37,000) but less than
thirty-seven thousand one hundred twenty-five (37,125).
(7) More than thirty-three thousand three hundred (33,300) but
less than thirty-three thousand five hundred (33,500).
(8) More than twenty-three thousand three hundred (23,300) but
less than twenty-four thousand (24,000).
(9) More than one hundred eighty-five thousand (185,000) but
less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000).
(10) More than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) but less than
two hundred seventy thousand (270,000).
(11) More than thirty-two thousand five hundred (32,500) but less
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than thirty-three thousand (33,000).
(12) More than seventy-seven thousand (77,000) but less than
eighty thousand (80,000).

Except as provided in subsection (c), the legislative body of a
municipality to which this subsection applies may, by ordinance, annex
territory that is not contiguous to the municipality, has its entire area not
more than two (2) miles from the municipality's boundary, is to be used
for an industrial park containing one (1) or more businesses, and is
either owned by the municipality or by a property owner who consents
to the annexation. However, if territory annexed under this subsection
is not used as an industrial park within five (5) years after the date of
passage of the annexation ordinance, or if the territory ceases to be used
as an industrial park for at least one (1) year, the territory reverts to the
jurisdiction of the unit having jurisdiction before the annexation if the
unit that had jurisdiction over the territory still exists. If the unit no
longer exists, the territory reverts to the jurisdiction of the unit that
would currently have jurisdiction over the territory if the annexation had
not occurred. The clerk of the municipality shall notify the offices
entitled to receive notice of a disannexation under section 19 of this
chapter when the territory reverts to the jurisdiction of the unit having
jurisdiction before the annexation.

(c) A city in a county with a population of more than two hundred
fifty thousand (250,000) but less than two hundred seventy thousand
(270,000) may not annex territory as prescribed in subsection (b) until
the territory is zoned by the county for industrial purposes.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law, territory that is annexed under
subsection (b) or (h) is not considered a part of the municipality for the
purposes of:

(1) annexing additional territory:
(A) in a county that is not described by clause (B); or
(B) in a county having a population of more than two hundred
fifty thousand (250,000) but less than two hundred seventy
thousand (270,000), unless the boundaries of the
noncontiguous territory become contiguous to the city, as
allowed by Indiana law;

(2) expanding the municipality's extraterritorial jurisdictional area;
or
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(3) changing an assigned service area under IC 8-1-2.3-6(1).
(e) As used in this section, "airport" and "landing field" have the

meanings prescribed by IC 8-22-1.
(f) As used in this section, "hospital" has the meaning prescribed by

IC 16-18-2-179(b).
(g) An ordinance adopted under this section must assign the territory

annexed by the ordinance to at least one (1) municipal legislative body
district.

(h) This subsection applies to a city having a population of more
than twenty-nine thousand nine hundred (29,900) but less than
thirty-one thousand (31,000). The city legislative body may, by
ordinance, annex territory that:

(1) is not contiguous to the city;
(2) has its entire area not more than eight (8) miles from the city's
boundary;
(3) does not extend more than:

(A) one and one-half (1 1/2) miles to the west;
(B) three-fourths (3/4) mile to the east;
(C) one-half (1/2) mile to the north; or
(D) one-half (1/2) mile to the south;

of an interchange of an interstate highway (as designated by the
federal highway authorities) and a state highway (as designated by
the state highway authorities); and
(4) is owned by the city or by a property owner that consents to the
annexation.

(i) This subsection applies to a city having a population of more
than thirty-one thousand seven hundred twenty-five (31,725) but
less than thirty-five thousand (35,000) in a county having a
population of at least one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) but less
than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000). The city legislative
body may, by ordinance, annex territory under section 5.1 of this
chapter:

(1) that is not contiguous to the city;
(2) that is south of the southernmost boundary of the city;
(3) the entire area of which is not more than four (4) miles
from the city's boundary; and
(4) that does not extend more than one (1) mile to the east of
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a state highway (as designated by the state highway
authorities).

Territory annexed under this subsection is not considered a part
of the city for purposes of annexation of additional territory. A city
may not require connection to a sewer installed to provide service
to territory annexed under this subsection.

SECTION 9. IC 36-4-3-5.1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.228-2015,
SECTION 10, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5.1. (a) Owners of land that is

located outside but contiguous to a municipality or that is located in

territory described in section 4(i) of this chapter may file a petition
with the legislative body of the municipality:

(1) requesting an ordinance annexing the area described in the
petition; and
(2) signed by:

(A) one hundred percent (100%) of the landowners that reside
within the territory that is proposed to be annexed, in the case
of a petition filed before July 1, 2015; and
(B) in the case of a petition filed after June 30, 2015, one
hundred percent (100%) of the owners of land within the
territory that is proposed to be annexed.

(b) Sections 2.1 and 2.2 of this chapter do not apply to an
annexation under this section.

(c) The petition circulated by the landowners must include on each
page where signatures are affixed a heading that is substantially similar
to the following:

"PETITION FOR ANNEXATION INTO THE (insert whether city
or town) OF (insert name of city or town).".

(d) The municipality may:
(1) adopt an annexation ordinance annexing the territory; and
(2) adopt a fiscal plan and establish a definite policy by resolution
of the legislative body;

after the legislative body has held a public hearing on the proposed
annexation.

(e) The municipality may introduce and hold the public hearing on
the annexation ordinance not later than thirty (30) days after the petition
is filed with the legislative body. Notice of the public hearing may be
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published one (1) time in accordance with IC 5-3-1 at least twenty (20)
days before the hearing. All interested parties must have the opportunity
to testify at the hearing as to the proposed annexation.

(f) The municipality may adopt the annexation ordinance not earlier
than fourteen (14) days after the public hearing under subsection (e).

(g) A landowner may withdraw the landowner's signature from the
petition not more than thirteen (13) days after the municipality adopts
the fiscal plan by providing written notice to the office of the clerk of
the municipality. If a landowner withdraws the landowner's signature,
the petition shall automatically be considered a voluntary petition that
is filed with the legislative body under section 5 of this chapter, fourteen
(14) days after the date the fiscal plan is adopted. All provisions
applicable to a petition initiated under section 5 of this chapter apply to
the petition.

(h) If the municipality does not adopt an annexation ordinance within
sixty (60) days after the landowners file the petition with the legislative
body, the landowners may file a duplicate petition with the circuit or
superior court of a county in which the territory is located. The court
shall determine whether the annexation shall take place as set forth in
section 5 of this chapter.

(i) A remonstrance under section 11 of this chapter may not be filed.
However, an appeal under section 15.5 of this chapter may be filed.

(j) In the absence of an appeal under section 15.5 of this chapter, an
annexation ordinance adopted under this section takes effect not less
than thirty (30) days after the adoption of the ordinance and upon the
filing and recording of the ordinance under section 22 of this chapter.

SECTION 10. IC 36-9-25-11.3, AS ADDED BY P.L.175-2006,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 11.3. (a) This section applies
to:

(1) a board and district created under section 3(b)(2) of this

chapter; and

(2) a board and district to which the following apply:
(A) The district is within the jurisdiction of a department
established under section 1(a)(2) of this chapter.
(B) The district is under an order or party to an agreement
with one (1) or more state or federal agencies to remediate
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environmental conditions.
(b) For purposes of this section, "commission" refers to the Indiana

utility regulatory commission created by IC 8-1-1-2.
(c) For purposes of this section, "fees" means fees:

(1) for the treatment and disposal of sewage and other waste
discharged into the sewer system of the district; and
(2) related to property that is subject to full taxation.

(d) Fees do not take effect until the fees are:
(1) approved by the board; and
(2) either:

(A) approved in an ordinance adopted by the legislative body
of each municipality in the district; or
(B) established by the commission under this section.

(e) Not earlier than thirty (30) days after fees are approved under
subsection (d)(1), the board may petition the commission to establish
the fees under:

(1) the procedures set forth in IC 8-1-2; and
(2) subsection (f).

(f) The commission shall observe the following requirements when
establishing fees for a district:

(1) Fees must be sufficient to enable the district to furnish
reasonably adequate services and facilities.
(2) Fees for a service must be nondiscriminatory, reasonable, and
just and must produce sufficient revenue, together with taxes
levied under this chapter, to do the following:

(A) Pay all legal and other necessary expenses incident to the
operation of the utility, including the following:

(i) Maintenance costs.
(ii) Operating charges.
(iii) Upkeep.
(iv) Repairs.
(v) Depreciation.
(vi) Interest charges on bonds or other obligations, including
leases.

(B) Provide a sinking fund for the liquidation of bonds or other
obligations, including leases.
(C) Provide a debt service reserve for bonds or other
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obligations, including leases, in an amount established by the
board. The amount may not exceed the maximum annual debt
service on the bonds or obligations or the maximum annual
lease rentals, if any.
(D) Provide adequate money for working capital.
(E) Provide adequate money for making extensions and
replacements to the extent not provided for through
depreciation in clause (A).
(F) Provide money for the payment of taxes that may be
assessed against the district.

(3) The fees charged by the district must produce an income
sufficient to maintain district property in a sound physical and
financial condition to render adequate and efficient service. Fees
may not be too low to meet these requirements.
(4) If the board petitions the commission under subsection (e), the
fees established must produce a reasonable return on the sanitary
district facilities.
(5) Fees other than fees established for a municipally owned utility
taxed under IC 6-1.1-8-3 must be sufficient to compensate the
municipality for taxes that would be due the municipality on the
utility property located in the municipality if the property were
privately owned.
(6) The commission must grant a request by the board to postpone
an increase in fees until after the occurrence of a future event.

(g) The board may transfer fees in lieu of taxes established under
subsection (f)(5) to the general fund of the appropriate municipality.

(h) Fees established by the commission under this section take effect
to the same extent as if the fees were approved by an ordinance adopted
by the legislative body of each municipality in the district.

SECTION 11. An emergency is declared for this act.
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P.L.161-2020
[H.1165. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning utilities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 8-1.5-3-8, AS AMENDED BY P.L.105-2019,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 8. (a) A municipality owning a utility under
this chapter shall furnish reasonably adequate services and facilities.

(b) The rates and charges made by a municipality for a service
rendered or to be rendered, either directly or in connection therewith,
must be nondiscriminatory, reasonable, and just.

(c) "Reasonable and just rates and charges for services" means rates
and charges that produce sufficient revenue to:

(1) pay all the legal and other necessary expenses incident to the
operation of the utility, including:

(A) maintenance costs;
(B) operating charges;
(C) upkeep;
(D) repairs;
(E) depreciation;
(F) interest charges on bonds or other obligations, including
leases; and
(G) costs associated with the acquisition of utility property
under IC 8-1.5-2;

(2) provide a sinking fund for the liquidation of bonds or other
obligations, including leases;
(3) provide a debt service reserve for bonds or other obligations,
including leases, in an amount established by the municipality, not
to exceed the maximum annual debt service on the bonds or
obligations or the maximum annual lease rentals;
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(4) provide adequate money for working capital;
(5) provide adequate money for making extensions and
replacements to the extent not provided for through depreciation
in subdivision (1); and
(6) provide money for the payment of any taxes that may be
assessed against the utility.

(d) It is the intent of this section that the rates and charges produce
an income sufficient to maintain the utility property in a sound physical
and financial condition to render adequate and efficient service. Rates
and charges too low to meet these requirements are unlawful.

(e) The board may recommend to the municipal legislative body
rates and charges sufficient to include a reasonable return on the utility
plant of the municipality.

(f) Rates and charges established under this section are subject to the
approval of:

(1) the municipal legislative body by ordinance; and
(2) the commission, in accordance with the procedures set forth in
IC 8-1-2.

The commission shall approve rates and charges that are sufficient, in
addition to the cash revenue requirements set forth in subsection (c), to
include a reasonable return on the utility plant of the municipality if the
legislative body so elects.

(g) Except for a municipally owned utility taxed under IC 6-1.1-8-3,
the commission shall approve rates and charges sufficient to
compensate the municipality for taxes that would be due the
municipality on the utility property were it privately owned. These rates
and charges in lieu of taxes may be transferred to the municipal general
fund, if the legislative body so elects.

(h) The commission shall grant a request that an increase in rates and
charges not be effective until after the occurrence of a future event if the
legislative body so requests.

(i) A municipality that acquires and operates a utility under
IC 8-1.5-2 by exercising the power of eminent domain may not impose
a special rate, charge, surcharge, or other fee, other than rates and
charges approved under this section or otherwise authorized by law, on
the customers of the utility in order to pay for the costs associated with
acquiring the utility through the exercise of the power of eminent
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domain.
(j) This subsection does not apply to services rendered by a sewage

works that is subject to IC 36-9-23 or to IC 36-9-25. This subsection
also does not apply to services rendered by a department of public
utilities created by IC 8-1-11.1 or to services rendered by a utility
company owned, operated, or held in trust by a consolidated city. This
subsection applies to property that is served by a municipally owned
utility and that is occupied by someone other than the owner of the
property. Upon applying for utility service from a municipally owned
utility for property subject to this subsection, the person occupying the
property shall provide the municipally owned utility with the name and
contact information of the owner or manager of the property. Subject to
subsection (k), all rates, charges, and other fees for services rendered by
a municipally owned utility to a property that is subject to this
subsection are payable by the person occupying the property if the
account or other customer or billing records maintained by the
municipally owned utility for the property indicate that:

(1) the property is occupied by someone other than the owner; and
(2) the person occupying the property is responsible for paying the
rates, charges, and fees assessed for the services rendered by the
municipally owned utility with respect to the property.

Rates, charges, and fees assessed for services rendered by a municipally
owned utility with respect to property occupied by someone other than
the owner of the property do not constitute a lien against the property.

(k) With respect to property that is served by a municipally owned
utility and that is occupied by someone other than the owner of the
property, subsection (j) does not:

(1) prohibit a municipal legislative body from imposing any:
(A) requirement for a deposit to ensure payment by the person
occupying the property of the rates, charges, and fees assessed
for the services rendered by the municipally owned utility with
respect to the property; or
(B) other requirement to ensure the creditworthiness of the
person occupying the property as the account holder or
customer with respect to the property;

that the municipal legislative body may lawfully impose; or
(2) abrogate or limit the authority of the owner of a multi-unit
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building to engage in electrical submetering under IC 8-1-2-36.5,
subject to:

(A) the owner's qualification to engage in submetering under
IC 8-1-2-36.5 and 170 IAC 4-5; and
(B) the owner's compliance with the requirements for
submetering set forth in IC 8-1-2-36.5 and 170 IAC 4-5.

(l) With respect to property that is served by a municipally
owned utility and that is occupied by someone other than the
owner of the property, subsection (k) does not allow a municipal
legislative body to impose a requirement that the owner of the
property must:

(1) ensure the creditworthiness of the person occupying the
property; or
(2) accept responsibility for charges incurred by the person
occupying the property;

by cosigning an agreement or by any other method.
SECTION 2. An emergency is declared for this act.

_____

P.L.162-2020
[H.1313. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning courts and court
officers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 31-17-2.2-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.186-2019,
SECTION 11, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in
subsection (b), a relocating individual must file a notice of the intent to
move with the clerk of the court that:
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(1) issued the custody order or parenting time order; or
(2) if subdivision (1) does not apply, has jurisdiction over the legal
proceedings concerning the custody of or parenting time with a
child.

(b) A relocating individual is not required to file a notice of intent to
move with the clerk of the court if:

(1) the relocation has been addressed by a prior court order,
including a court order relieving the relocating individual of the
requirement to file a notice; and

or
(2) the relocation will:

(A) result in a decrease in the distance between the relocating
individual's residence and the nonrelocating individual's
residence; or
(B) result in an increase of not more than twenty (20) miles in
the distance between the relocating individual's residence and
the nonrelocating individual's residence;

and allow the child to remain enrolled in the child's current school.
(c) Upon motion of a party, the court shall set the matter for a

hearing to allow or restrain the relocation of a child and to review and
modify, if appropriate, a custody order, parenting time order,
grandparent visitation order, or child support order. The court's
authority to modify a custody order, parenting time order, grandparent
visitation order, or child support order is not affected by the fact that a
relocating individual is exempt from the requirement to file a notice of
relocation by subsection (b). The court shall take into account the
following in determining whether to modify a custody order, parenting
time order, grandparent visitation order, or child support order:

(1) The distance involved in the proposed change of residence.
(2) The hardship and expense involved for the nonrelocating
individual to exercise parenting time or grandparent visitation.
(3) The feasibility of preserving the relationship between the
nonrelocating individual and the child through suitable parenting
time and grandparent visitation arrangements, including
consideration of the financial circumstances of the parties.
(4) Whether there is an established pattern of conduct by the
relocating individual, including actions by the relocating individual
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to either promote or thwart a nonrelocating individual's contact
with the child.
(5) The reasons provided by the:

(A) relocating individual for seeking relocation; and
(B) nonrelocating parent for opposing the relocation of the
child.

(6) Other factors affecting the best interest of the child.
(d) A court may order the relocating individual and the nonrelocating

individual to participate in mediation or another alternative dispute
resolution process before a hearing under this section:

(1) on its own motion; or
(2) upon the motion of any party.

(e) If a relocation occurs, all existing orders for custody, parenting
time, grandparent visitation, and child support remain in effect until
modified by the court.

(f) The court may award reasonable attorney's fees for a motion filed
under this section in accordance with IC 31-15-10 and IC 34-52-1-1(b).

SECTION 2. IC 33-23-5-5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,
2020]. Sec. 5. A magistrate may do any of the following:

(1) Administer an oath or affirmation required by law.
(2) Solemnize a marriage.
(3) Take and certify an affidavit or deposition.
(4) Order that a subpoena be issued in a matter pending before the
court.
(5) Compel the attendance of a witness.
(6) Punish contempt.
(7) Issue a warrant.
(8) Set bail.
(9) Enforce court rules.
(10) Conduct a preliminary, an initial, an omnibus, or other
pretrial hearing.
(11) Conduct an evidentiary hearing or trial.
(12) Receive a jury's verdict.
(13) Verify a certificate for the authentication of records of a
proceeding conducted by the magistrate.
(14) Enter a final order, conduct a sentencing hearing, and impose
a sentence on a person convicted of a criminal offense as described
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in section 9 of this chapter.
(15) Enter a final order or judgment in any proceeding involving
matters specified in IC 33-29-2-4 (jurisdiction of small claims
docket) or IC 34-26-5 (protective orders to prevent domestic or
family violence or harassment).
(16) Approve and accept criminal plea agreements.
(17) Approve agreed settlements concerning civil matters.
(18) Approve:

(A) decrees of dissolution;
(B) settlement agreements; and
(C) any other agreements;

of the parties in domestic relations actions or paternity actions.
SECTION 3. IC 33-23-5-8.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8.5. Except as provided in section

8 of this chapter, a magistrate has the same powers as a judge.
SECTION 4. IC 33-23-5-9 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,

2020]. Sec. 9. (a) If a magistrate presides at a criminal trial or a guilty
plea hearing, the magistrate may do the following:

(1) Enter a final order.
(2) Conduct a sentencing hearing.
(3) Impose a sentence on a person convicted of a criminal offense.

(b) This subsection does not apply to a consolidated city. Unless the
defendant consents, a magistrate who did not preside at the criminal
trial may not preside at the sentencing hearing. However, this subsection
does not prohibit a magistrate from presiding at a sentencing hearing if
there was no trial.

SECTION 5. IC 33-23-17 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,
2020]. (Judicial Technology Oversight Committee).

SECTION 6. IC 33-24-6-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.207-2019,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) The office of judicial administration shall do
the following:

(1) Examine the administrative and business methods and systems
employed in the offices of the clerks of court and other offices
related to and serving the courts and make recommendations for
necessary improvement.
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(2) Collect and compile statistical data and other information on
the judicial work of the courts in Indiana. All justices of the
supreme court, judges of the court of appeals, judges of all trial
courts, and any city or town courts, whether having general or
special jurisdiction, court clerks, court reporters, and other officers
and employees of the courts shall, upon notice by the chief
administrative officer and in compliance with procedures
prescribed by the chief administrative officer, furnish the chief
administrative officer the information as is requested concerning
the nature and volume of judicial business. The information must
include the following:

(A) The volume, condition, and type of business conducted by
the courts.
(B) The methods of procedure in the courts.
(C) The work accomplished by the courts.
(D) The receipt and expenditure of public money by and for the
operation of the courts.
(E) The methods of disposition or termination of cases.

(3) Prepare and publish reports, not less than one (1) or more than
two (2) times per year, on the nature and volume of judicial work
performed by the courts as determined by the information required
in subdivision (2).
(4) Serve the judicial nominating commission and the judicial
qualifications commission in the performance by the commissions
of their statutory and constitutional functions.
(5) Administer the civil legal aid fund as required by IC 33-24-12.
(6) Administer the court technology fund established by section 12
of this chapter.
(7) By December 31, 2013, develop and implement a standard
protocol for sending and receiving court data:

(A) between the protective order registry, established by
IC 5-2-9-5.5, and county court case management systems;
(B) at the option of the county prosecuting attorney, for:

(i) a prosecuting attorney's case management system;
(ii) a county court case management system; and
(iii) a county court case management system developed and
operated by the office of judicial administration;
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to interface with the electronic traffic tickets, as defined by
IC 9-30-3-2.5; and
(C) between county court case management systems and the
case management system developed and operated by the office
of judicial administration.

The standard protocol developed and implemented under this
subdivision shall permit private sector vendors, including vendors
providing service to a local system and vendors accessing the
system for information, to send and receive court information on
an equitable basis and at an equitable cost.
(8) Establish and administer an electronic system for receiving
information that relates to certain individuals who may be
prohibited from possessing a firearm and transmitting this
information to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for inclusion in
the NICS.
(9) Establish and administer an electronic system for receiving
drug related felony conviction information from courts. The office
of judicial administration shall notify NPLEx of each drug related
felony entered after June 30, 2012, and do the following:

(A) Provide NPLEx with the following information:
(i) The convicted individual's full name.
(ii) The convicted individual's date of birth.
(iii) The convicted individual's driver's license number, state
personal identification number, or other unique number, if
available.
(iv) The date the individual was convicted of the felony.

Upon receipt of the information from the office of judicial
administration, a stop sale alert must be generated through
NPLEx for each individual reported under this clause.
(B) Notify NPLEx if the felony of an individual reported under
clause (A) has been:

(i) set aside;
(ii) reversed;
(iii) expunged; or
(iv) vacated.

Upon receipt of information under this clause, NPLEx shall
remove the stop sale alert issued under clause (A) for the
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individual.
(10) Staff the judicial technology oversight committee established
by IC 33-23-17-2.

(11) (10) After July 1, 2018, establish and administer an
electronic system for receiving from courts felony conviction
information for each felony described in IC 20-28-5-8(c). The
office of judicial administration shall notify the department of
education at least one (1) time each week of each felony described
in IC 20-28-5-8(c) entered after July 1, 2018, and do the
following:

(A) Provide the department of education with the following
information:

(i) The convicted individual's full name.
(ii) The convicted individual's date of birth.
(iii) The convicted individual's driver's license number, state
personal identification number, or other unique number, if
available.
(iv) The date the individual was convicted of the felony.

(B) Notify the department of education if the felony of an
individual reported under clause (A) has been:

(i) set aside;
(ii) reversed; or
(iii) vacated.

(12) (11) Perform legal and administrative duties for the justices
as determined by the justices.

(13) (12) Provide staff support for the judicial conference of
Indiana established in IC 33-38-9.

(14) (13) Work with the United States Department of Veterans

Affairs to identify and address the needs of veterans in the court
system.

(b) All forms to be used in gathering data must be approved by the
supreme court and shall be distributed to all judges and clerks before the
start of each period for which reports are required.

(c) The office of judicial administration may adopt rules to
implement this section.

SECTION 7. IC 33-28-3-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 4. (a) This section
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applies after June 30, 2005.
(b) The small claims docket has jurisdiction over the following:

(1) Civil actions in which the amount sought or value of the

property sought to be recovered is not more than six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000). The plaintiff in a statement
of claim or the defendant in a counterclaim may waive the excess

of any claim that exceeds six eight thousand dollars ($6,000)

($8,000) in order to bring it within the jurisdiction of the small

claims docket.
(2) Possessory actions between landlord and tenant in which the

rent due at the time the action is filed does not exceed six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000).
(3) Emergency possessory actions between a landlord and tenant
under IC 32-31-6.

SECTION 8. IC 33-29-2-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 4. (a) This section
applies after June 30, 2005.

(b) The small claims docket has jurisdiction over the following:
(1) Civil actions in which the amount sought or value of the

property sought to be recovered is not more than six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000). The plaintiff in a statement

of claim or the defendant in a counterclaim may waive the excess

of any claim that exceeds six eight thousand dollars ($6,000)

($8,000) in order to bring it within the jurisdiction of the small
claims docket.
(2) Possessory actions between landlord and tenant in which the

rent due at the time the action is filed does not exceed six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000).

(3) Emergency possessory actions between a landlord and tenant
under IC 32-31-6.

SECTION 9. IC 33-31-2-3, AS ADDED BY P.L.201-2011,
SECTION 30, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. The small claims docket has
jurisdiction over the following:

(1) Civil actions in which the amount sought or value of the

property sought to be recovered is not more than six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000). The plaintiff in a statement
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of claim or the defendant in a counterclaim may waive the excess

of any claim that exceeds six eight thousand dollars ($6,000)

($8,000) in order to bring it within the jurisdiction of the small
claims docket.
(2) Possessory actions between landlord and tenant in which the

rent due at the time the action is filed does not exceed six eight

thousand dollars ($6,000). ($8,000).

(3) Emergency possessory actions between a landlord and tenant
under IC 32-31-6.

SECTION 10. IC 33-33-49-14, AS AMENDED BY P.L.142-2007,
SECTION 10, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 14. (a) Not more than thirty (30)
days after taking the oath of office, the judges shall meet and designate
four (4) of the judges as the executive committee for administrative
purposes. The executive committee shall be selected by a vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of the judges sitting at the time the vote is taken. If all
vacancies cannot be filled by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, vacancies may be
filled by such other method as provided by court rule. The executive
committee is responsible for the operation and conduct of the court. The
executive committee shall operate and maintain the juvenile detention
facilities in the county. A member of the executive committee shall
serve in the capacity provided by rules adopted by the court under
section 11 of this chapter. A member of the executive committee serves
for a term of two (2) years beginning on the date of the member's
election. Except for the rotation of the presiding judge as provided in
subsection (b), any or all of the members elected to the executive
committee may be reelected. Of the four (4) judges elected to the
executive committee, not more than two (2) may be members of the
same political party.

(b) One (1) of the four (4) judges elected to the executive committee
shall be elected as presiding judge, and three (3) of the four (4) judges
elected to the executive committee shall be elected as associate
presiding judges. Beginning with the election of the executive
committee in 2007, a presiding judge may not be elected from the same
political party as the presiding judge who served the previous term.
Each judge who is a member of the executive committee has an equal
vote in all matters pertaining to the business of the court when an action
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requires a majority vote. If a tie vote occurs, the presiding judge shall
cast the tiebreaking vote. Any action taken by the executive committee
may be overruled by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all the judges sitting
at the time the vote is taken. The physical reassignment of a judge to a
different courtroom requires a unanimous vote of the executive
committee. The executive committee shall assign cases, offices, and
courtrooms for trial judges or reassignment of newly filed cases in the
interests of the speedy, economical, and uniform disposition of cases.
All matters of trial dates, continuances, and subpoenas used for trial
shall be determined by the trial judge in accordance with rules of the
superior court. The executive committee shall perform other duties as
determined by rules of the court.

(c) The court shall, by rules of the court, divide the work of the court
into various divisions, including but not limited to the following:

(1) Civil.
(2) Criminal.

(3) Probate. Family.
(4) Juvenile.

(d) The work of each division shall be allocated by the rules of the
court.

(e) The judges shall be assigned to various divisions or rooms as
provided by rules of the court. Whenever possible, an incumbent judge
shall be allowed the option of remaining in a particular room or
division. Whenever any action of the court is required, the judges of the
court shall act in concert, by a vote under section 11 of this chapter. The
court shall keep appropriate records of rules, orders, and assignments
of the court.

SECTION 11. IC 33-33-49-16 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16. (a) An appointed
probate hearing judge or probate commissioner shall be vested by the
judge of the probate division with suitable powers for the handling of
all probate matters of the court, including the following:

(1) Fixing of all bonds.
(2) Auditing accounts of estates, guardianships, and trusts.
(3) Accepting reports, accounts, and settlements filed in the court.
(4) Appointing personal representatives, guardians, and trustees.
(5) Probating wills.
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(6) Taking or hearing evidence on or concerning matters described
in this subsection or any other probate, guardianship, or trust
matters in litigation before the court.
(7) Enforcing court rules.
(8) Making reports to the court concerning the judge's or
commissioner's doings in the proceedings described in this
subsection, including reports concerning the commissioner's
findings and conclusions regarding the proceedings.

However, all matters handled by a hearing judge or commissioner under
this subsection are under the final jurisdiction and decision of the judge
of the probate division.

(b) A juvenile referee appointed by the judge of the juvenile division
shall have all suitable powers for the handling of the juvenile matters of
the court, including the following:

(1) Fixing of bonds.
(2) Taking and hearing evidence on or concerning juvenile matters
in litigation before the court.
(3) Enforcing court rules.
(4) Making reports to the court concerning the juvenile referee's
handling of proceedings of the juvenile division of the court.

However, all matters handled by a juvenile referee under this subsection
are under final jurisdiction and decision of the judge or judges of the
juvenile division designated by rules of the court.

(c) A bail commissioner may fix bonds, including the following:
(1) Determining whether an individual is to be released on the
individual's own recognizance in criminal cases and proceedings.
(2) Making reports to the court concerning the bail commissioner's
activities.

All matters handled by a bail commissioner under this subsection are
under the final jurisdiction and decision of the judge or judges of the
criminal division as designated by rules of the court.

(d) For any of the purposes specified in this section, a probate
hearing judge, probate commissioner, referee, or bail commissioner may
do the following:

(1) Summon witnesses to testify before the probate hearing judge,
probate commissioner, referee, or bail commissioner.
(2) Administer oaths and take acknowledgments in connection
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with duties.
(3) Administer oaths and take acknowledgments generally.

(e) A master commissioner appointed by the court under this section
has the powers and duties prescribed for a magistrate under

IC 33-23-5-5 IC 33-23-5-6 through IC 33-23-5-9. IC 33-23-5-8.5. A
master commissioner shall report the findings in each of the matters
before the master commissioner in writing to the judge or judges of the
division to which the master commissioner is assigned or as designated
by rules of the court.

SECTION 12. IC 33-33-49-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 17. (a) The court shall
hold sessions in:

(1) the city-county building community justice campus in
Indianapolis; and
(2) other places in Marion County as the court determines.

(b) The city-county council shall:

(1) provide and maintain in the building community justice

campus and at other places in Marion County as the court may

determine suitable and convenient courtrooms for the holding of
the court, suitable and convenient jury rooms, and offices for the
judges, other court officers and personnel, and other facilities as
are necessary; and
(2) provide all necessary furniture and equipment for rooms and
offices of the court.

SECTION 13. An emergency is declared for this act.
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P.L.163-2020
[H.1343. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning transportation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 4-6-2-1.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.241-2017,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 1.5. (a) Whenever any
state governmental official or employee, whether elected or appointed,
is made a party to a suit, and the attorney general determines that said
suit has arisen out of an act which such official or employee in good
faith believed to be within the scope of the official's or employee's
duties as prescribed by statute or duly adopted regulation, the attorney
general shall defend such person throughout such action.

(b) Whenever a teacher (as defined in IC 20-18-2-22) is made a
party to a civil suit, and the attorney general determines that the suit has
arisen out of an act that the teacher in good faith believed was within the
scope of the teacher's duties in enforcing discipline policies developed
under IC 20-33-8-12, the attorney general shall defend the teacher
throughout the action.

(c) Not later than July 30 of each year, the attorney general, in
consultation with the Indiana education employment relations board
established in IC 20-29-3-1, shall draft and disseminate a letter by first
class mail to the residence of teachers providing a summary of the
teacher's rights and protections under state and federal law, including a
teacher's rights and protections relating to the teacher's performance
evaluation under IC 20-28-11.5.

(d) The department of education, in consultation with the Indiana
education employment relations board, shall develop a method to
provide the attorney general with the names and addresses of active
teachers in Indiana in order for the attorney general to disseminate the
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letter described in subsection (c). Names and addresses collected and
provided to the attorney general under this subsection are confidential
and excepted from public disclosure as provided in IC 5-14-3-4.

(e) Whenever a school corporation (as defined in IC 20-26-2-4) is
made a party to a civil suit and the attorney general determines that the
suit has arisen out of an act authorized under IC 20-30-5-0.5 or
IC 20-30-5-4.5, the attorney general shall defend the school corporation
throughout the action.

(f) Whenever a member of the fiscal management board appointed
under IC 6-1.1-20.3-6.8 is made a party to a civil suit and the attorney
general determines that the suit has arisen out of an act by the fiscal
management board member that is authorized or required under
IC 6-1.1-20.3 or any other law, the attorney general shall defend the
fiscal management board member throughout the action.

(g) As used in this subsection, "bridge authority" refers to the
New Harmony and Wabash River bridge authority established by
IC 8-16-15.5-2. Whenever:

(1) the bridge authority;
(2) a member of the bridge authority;
(3) an officer of the bridge authority; or
(4) an employee of the bridge authority;

is made a party to a civil suit and the attorney general determines
that the suit has arisen out of an act or omission of any person
described in subdivision (1), (2), (3), or (4), that is authorized or
required under IC 8-16-15.5 or any other law, the attorney general
shall defend that person throughout the action.

(g) (h) A determination by the attorney general under subsection (a),

(b), (e), or (f), or (g) shall not be admitted as evidence in the trial of any
such civil action for damages.

(h) (i) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to deprive any such
person of the person's right to select counsel of the person's own choice
at the person's own expense.

SECTION 2. IC 8-16-15.5-9 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]. Sec. 9. The:

(1) members of the bridge authority; and
(2) officers and employees of the bridge authority;

responsible for the approval or execution of a bond, lease, obligation,
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or other agreement may not be subject to personal liability or
accountability for the performance of any act authorized by this chapter.

SECTION 3. IC 8-16-15.5-9.1 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 9.1. (a)

Except as provided in subsection (b), the bridge authority and its
members, officers, and employees are immune from civil liability
resulting from any act or omission related to implementation of this
chapter.

(b) This section does not grant immunity from civil liability to
a person who commits an act or omits to do an act that amounts to
gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct.

SECTION 4. IC 34-30-2-25.5, AS ADDED BY P.L.185-2018,
SECTION 43, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 17, 2020 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 25.5.

IC 8-16-15.5-9 IC 8-16-15.5-9.1 (Concerning members, officers, and

employees of the New Harmony and Wabash River bridge authority).

SECTION 5. An emergency is declared for this act.

_____

P.L.164-2020
[H.1385. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning natural and cultural
resources.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 6-6-11-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 1. As used in this
chapter, "boat" means any device in which a person may be transported
upon water and includes every motorboat, sailboat, pontoon boat,
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rowboat, skiff, dinghy, or canoe, regardless of size. or "watercraft"

has the meaning set forth for "watercraft" in IC 9-13-2-198.5.
SECTION 2. IC 6-6-11-2 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JANUARY

1, 2021]. Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "boating equipment" means
motors used in connection with a boat.

SECTION 3. IC 6-6-11-3 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JANUARY
1, 2021]. Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "boating year" means a
calendar year.

SECTION 4. IC 6-6-11-4 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JANUARY
1, 2021]. Sec. 4. As used in this chapter, "motorized boat" means a boat
that is propelled by an internal combustion, steam, or electrical inboard
or outboard motor or engine or propelled by any mechanical means,
including a sailboat that is equipped with a motor or engine.

SECTION 5. IC 6-6-11-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.245-2015,
SECTION 24, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 5. As used in this chapter,
"tax situs" means the taxing district in which a boat is located on the
assessment date of a boating year unless:

(1) the boat is acquired after the assessment date, in which case
the boat's tax situs is where the owner intends to have the boat on
the following assessment date; or
(2) the boat is registered outside Indiana, in which case the boat's
tax situs is the taxing district in which the boat is principally

stored or operated during the boating year. date the boat is

registered under IC 9-18.1-14.5.
SECTION 6. IC 6-6-11-8, AS AMENDED BY P.L.178-2019,

SECTION 26, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 8. (a) Except as provided in

subsections subsection (b), and (d), a boat may not be operated, used,

docked, or stored in a county during any part of a boating registration

year unless:
(1) unless:

(A) the boat excise tax; and
(B) the boat registration fees imposed by IC 9-31-3-9;

for that boat have been paid for that boating year; and
(2) unless valid boat excise tax decals for that boating year are
affixed to the boat.
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(1) the boat has been registered under IC 9-18.1-14.5; or
(2) the boat is not required to be registered under
IC 9-18.1-14.5.

(b) A boat may be operated, used, docked, or stored in a county
without the boat excise tax having been paid if:

(1) the boat is exempt from the excise tax under section 9 of this
chapter; or
(2) the operator of the boat has in the operator's possession a bill
of sale from a dealer or private individual that includes the
following:

(A) The purchaser's name and address.
(B) A date of purchase that is not more than thirty-one (31)
days preceding the date that the operator is required to show
the bill of sale.
(C) The make and type of boat or the hull identification
number.

(b) A boat is exempt from the boat excise tax imposed by this
chapter if the boat is:

(1) exempt from registration fees under IC 9-18.1-14.5-7; or
(2) used by a person for the production of income and subject
to assessment under IC 6-1.1, proof of which has been
provided to the bureau.

(c) Boats that are subject to the boat excise tax for a boating

registration year are not subject to assessment and taxation under
IC 6-1.1 for ad valorem property taxes first due and payable in the

following boating registration year, with respect to the taxpayer who
must pay the boat excise tax.

(d) A boat may be operated, used, docked, or stored in a county
without valid boat excise tax decals for that boating year being affixed
to the boat if the decals do not have to be affixed to the boat under rules
adopted by the department of natural resources.

(d) If the boat excise tax imposed by this chapter was not paid
for one (1) or more preceding registration years, the bureau of
motor vehicles may collect only the boat excise tax imposed by this
chapter for the:

(1) registration year immediately preceding the current
registration year;



2197P.L.164—2020

(2) current registration year; and
(3) registration year immediately following the current
registration year.

SECTION 7. IC 6-6-11-9 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JANUARY
1, 2021]. Sec. 9. A boat is exempt from the boat excise tax imposed for
a year if the boat is:

(1) owned by the United States;
(2) owned by the state or one (1) of its political subdivisions (as
defined in IC 36-1-2-13);
(3) owned by an organization exempt from federal income
taxation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code;
(4) a human powered vessel, as determined by the department of
natural resources;
(5) held by a boat manufacturer, distributor, or dealer for sale in
the ordinary course of business;
(6) used by a person for the production of income and subject to
assessment under IC 6-1.1;
(7) stored in Indiana for less than twenty-two (22) consecutive
days and not operated, used, or docked in Indiana;
(8) except as provided in subdivision (9), registered outside
Indiana and operated, used, or docked in Indiana for a combined
total of less than twenty-two (22) consecutive days during the
boating year;
(9) a motorboat (as defined by IC 9-13-2-103.5) and is registered
outside Indiana and docked on the Indiana part of Lake Michigan
for a combined total of not more than one hundred eighty (180)
consecutive days; or
(10) subject to the commercial vessel tonnage tax under IC 6-6-6.

SECTION 8. IC 6-6-11-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 10. (a) The
amount of boat excise tax that a boat owner shall pay for a boating

registration year is based on the boat's class and age.

(b) Motorized boats and sailboats Boats are classified for excise tax
purposes according to the value of the boat when the boat was new. The
amount of excise tax for a boating year that is imposed for a motorized
boat or a sailboat and owed by the boat owner is prescribed in the
following table:
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MOTORIZED BOAT'S or SAILBOAT'S BOAT VALUE
CLASS WHEN NEW TAX DUE

AT LEAST but LESS THAN
1 $ 0.01 $ 500 $ 2
2  500 1,000 6
3  1,000 1,500 20
4  1,500 2,000 30
5  2,000 3,000 42
6  3,000 5,000 55
7  5,000 7,500 70
8  7,500 10,000 88
9 10,000 15,000 110

10 15,000 22,500 150
11 22,500 35,000 200
12 35,000 50,000 275
13 50,000 75,000 375
14 75,000 or more 500

The bureau of motor vehicles shall may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 for
determining the value of new boats. A tax paid under subsection (c)
may be used as a credit against the taxes owed for the same boating

registration year under this subsection.
(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), the amount of excise tax

imposed and owed by a boat owner is twelve dollars ($12) for a
motorized boat or a sailboat that is stored in Indiana for sixty (60)
consecutive days or more but not operated, used, or docked in Indiana
waters, except to facilitate storage of the boat.

SECTION 9. IC 6-6-11-13, AS AMENDED BY P.L.178-2019,
SECTION 30, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 13. (a) A boat owner shall pay

the boat excise tax for a boating registration year to the bureau of

motor vehicles. If the motorboat is legally registered in another state,
the boat owner must pay the excise tax and the two dollar ($2) fee
imposed by IC 9-31-3-2 for a boating year to the bureau of motor
vehicles.

(b) Subject to subsection (c), The tax and fees set forth in subsection
(a) must be paid at the same time that the boat owner pays or would pay
the registration fee and vehicle excise taxes on motor vehicles under
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IC 9-18 (before its expiration), IC 9-18.1, and IC 6-6-5. When the boat
owner pays the tax and fees, the owner is entitled to receive the excise

tax registration decals.
(c) If the boat excise tax imposed by this chapter was not paid for

one (1) or more preceding boating years, the bureau may collect only the
boat excise tax imposed by this chapter for the:

(1) boating year immediately preceding the current boating year;
(2) current boating year; and
(3) boating year immediately following the current boating year.

SECTION 10. IC 6-6-11-14, AS AMENDED BY P.L.256-2017,
SECTION 77, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 14. (a) For This section

applies to a boat which has been acquired, or brought into Indiana, or

for any other reason becomes subject to registration or the boat excise

tax after the regular annual tax payment date in the boating

registration year on or before which the owner is required to pay the
tax on boats under this chapter. The tax imposed by this chapter shall
become due and payable no later than

(1) the thirty-second day after the boat is operated in Indiana, if
the boat is registered in Indiana;
(2) except as provided in subdivision (3), the twenty-second
consecutive day during the boating year that the boat is:

(A) stored in Indiana; or
(B) operated, used, or docked in Indiana waters if the boat is
registered outside Indiana; or

(3) the one hundred eighty-first day that the motorboat (as defined
by IC 9-13-2-103.5) is docked on the Indiana part of Lake

Michigan if the motorboat is registered outside Indiana. the date

the boat is required to be registered in Indiana under
IC 9-18.1-14.5-8.

(b) The amount of excise tax to be paid by the owner for the
remainder of the year shall be reduced by one-twelfth (1/12) for each
full calendar month which has elapsed since the regular annual tax
payment date in the year fixed by the bureau of motor vehicles for tax
payment by the owner.

(b) The boat excise tax owed by the owner at the time of
registration of the boat is calculated in the same manner as a motor
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vehicle excise tax under IC 6-6-5-7.2(c).
(c) The owner of a boat who sells or otherwise disposes of the

boat in a year in which the owner has paid the excise tax imposed
by this chapter is entitled to receive a credit that is calculated in the
same manner and subject to the same requirements as the credit
for the excise tax under IC 6-6-5-7.2(e).

(d) If the name of the owner of a boat is legally changed and the
change has caused a change in the owner's annual registration
date, the boat excise tax liability of the owner shall be adjusted in
the same manner as excise taxes are adjusted under IC 6-6-5-7.2(f).

(e) The owner of a boat registered with the bureau of motor
vehicles is entitled to a refund of boat excise taxes calculated in the
same manner as motor vehicle excise tax under IC 6-6-5-7.4 if,
after the owner's registration date:

(1) the owner registers the boat for use in another state;
(2) the owner pays tax for use of the boat in another state for
the same time period for which the tax was paid under this
chapter; and
(3) the amount of the refund is at least four dollars ($4).

(f) To claim a credit or a refund, or both, under this chapter, a
person must comply with the provisions of IC 6-6-5-7.7.

SECTION 11. IC 6-6-11-15 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 15. For a boat which is acquired, or brought
into Indiana, or for any other reason becomes subject to taxation under
this chapter during the middle of the current boating year, the owner
may pay the fees and the excise tax due on the boat as provided in this
chapter and any excise tax due on the boat for the remainder of the
boating year and simultaneously pay the fees and the excise tax due for
the following boating year.

SECTION 12. IC 6-6-11-16 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 16. (a) Except as provided in sections 11 and
19 of this chapter, a reduction in the excise tax is not allowed to Indiana
residents if the boat was owned by the person on or before the person's
tax payment date.

(b) A boat owner is not entitled to a refund of excise taxes paid
because the boat owner changes the boat owner's state or country of
residency.
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SECTION 13. IC 6-6-11-17 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 17. (a) The owner of a boat who sells or
otherwise disposes of the boat in a year in which the boat owner has
paid the tax imposed by this chapter is entitled to receive a credit equal
to the remainder of:

(1) the tax paid for the boat; minus
(2) one-twelfth (1/12) for each full or partial calendar month that
has elapsed from the date the tax was due to the date of the sale,
destruction, or other disposal of the boat.

(b) If the credit is not fully used within ninety (90) days after the date
of the sale, destruction, or other disposal of the boat and the amount of
the credit is at least four dollars ($4), the bureau shall issue a refund to
the owner in the amount of the unused credit, less a fee of three dollars
($3) to cover the costs of processing the refund. The bureau shall
deposit the processing fee in the commission fund (established by
IC 9-14-14-1).

(c) To claim the credit and refund provided by this section, the owner
of the boat must present to the bureau proof of the sale, destruction, or
other disposal of the boat.

SECTION 14. IC 6-6-11-17.5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 17.5. (a) To claim a credit or refund, or both,
a person must provide a sworn statement to the bureau that the person
is entitled to the credit or refund, or both, claimed by the person.

(b) The bureau may inspect records of a person claiming a credit or
refund, or both, under this chapter to determine whether a credit or
refund, or both, was properly allowed against the excise tax imposed
under this chapter for a boat owned by the person.

(c) If the bureau determines that a credit or refund, or both, was
improperly allowed to a person for a boat, the person shall pay the
bureau the amount of the credit and refund that was improperly allowed
to the person plus a penalty equal to ten percent (10%) of the amount
of the credit or refund, or both, that was improperly allowed to the
person. The tax collected under this section shall be distributed to the
county treasurer of the county where the boat's tax situs is located.
However, the bureau shall retain any penalty collected under this
subsection.

SECTION 15. IC 6-6-11-19 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
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JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 19. If the name of the owner of a boat is
legally changed and the change has caused a change in the owner's
annual tax payment date, the excise tax liability of the owner shall be
adjusted as follows:

(1) If the name change requires the owner to pay the excise tax
sooner than the owner would have been required to pay if there
had been no name change, the owner shall, at the time the name
change is reported, be authorized a refund from the county
treasurer in the amount of the product of:

(A) one-twelfth (1/12) of the owner's last preceding annual
excise tax liability; multiplied by
(B) the number of full calendar months between the owner's new
tax payment month and the tax payment month that is based on
the owner's former name.

(2) If the name change requires the owner to pay the excise tax
later than the owner would have been required to pay if there had
been no name change, the boat is subject to excise tax for the
period between the month in which the owner would have been
required to pay if there had been no name change and the new tax
payment month. The amount of the tax is equal to the amount
determined under STEP FOUR of the following formula:

STEP ONE: Determine the number of full calendar months
between the month in which the owner would have been
required to register if there had been no name change and the
owner's new annual registration month.
STEP TWO: Multiply:

(i) the STEP ONE result; by
(ii) one-twelfth (1/12).

STEP THREE: Determine the owner's excise tax liability
computed as of the time the owner would have been required to
pay the excise tax if there had been no name change.
STEP FOUR: Multiply:

(i) the STEP TWO result; by
(ii) the STEP THREE result.

SECTION 16. IC 6-6-11-21 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 21. The state
board of accounts shall prescribe the tax payment form to be used by
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the bureau of motor vehicles. The board shall prescribe one (1)
document to serve as the form. The form must have a sufficient number
of copies for distribution and include appropriate spaces for the
following information:

(1) The owner's name and address.
(2) The name of the county and the address of the location where

the boat has its tax situs for the boating registration year.
(3) A description of the boat, including the manufacturer's
specified length for the boat.
(4) The age of the boat.
(5) The class prescribed for the boat under this chapter.
(6) The excise tax imposed on the boat for the boating

registration year under this chapter.
(7) The boat's state registration or Coast Guard documentation
number, if any, and any other information reasonably required by
the department of natural resources.
(8) The signature of the boat owner on the owner's copy of the
form verifying that the information is true and correct and
acknowledging that the boat owner will be subject to penalties for
perjury for providing false information.
(9) Any other information prescribed by the state board of
accounts.

SECTION 17. IC 6-6-11-22 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 22. The department of natural resources shall
prescribe the design of the boat excise tax decals in sufficient time for
the bureau of motor vehicles to procure a sufficient number of boat
excise tax decals for each class of boat. Each decal must:

(1) state the boating year to which the decal applies;
(2) have a unique identification number;
(3) be a different color than the colors used for the previous
boating year; and
(4) be designed so that law enforcement officers can easily identify
whether the decal is valid.

SECTION 18. IC 6-6-11-23.5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 23.5. The bureau of motor vehicles may
issue a decal to a boat owned by an organization exempt from Federal
income taxation under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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SECTION 19. IC 6-6-11-24 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 24. The taxpayer shall affix the boat excise
tax decals:

(1) to the bow of each side of the boat, within three (3) inches to
the right of the boat's registration number; or
(2) on each side of the forward half of the bow above the water
line of the boat if a registration number is not required to be
displayed.

However, the department of natural resources may adopt rules under
IC 4-22-2 providing that decals do not have to be affixed to certain
types of boats.

SECTION 20. IC 6-6-11-26 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 26. If a boat owner has a judgment entered
against the owner for violating section 25 of this chapter, the court shall
transmit a copy of the judgment to the bureau of motor vehicles. A boat
owner who does not pay the boat excise tax on or before the due date
shall pay a delinquent fee equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the
boat excise tax due. The bureau of motor vehicles shall collect this
delinquent fee along with the excise taxes due for the boat. The amount
collected in delinquent fees shall be credited to a special account within
the state general fund to be used as provided in section 35 of this
chapter.

SECTION 21. IC 6-6-11-27 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 27. A person who falsifies, predates,
changes, or counterfeits a boat excise tax decal commits a Class C
misdemeanor.

SECTION 22. IC 6-6-11-29, AS AMENDED BY P.L.178-2019,
SECTION 31, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 29. (a) The bureau of motor
vehicles shall transfer the boat registration fee, the delinquent excise
taxes, and the delinquent fees collected under this chapter during the
preceding month as follows:

(1) On or before the eleventh day of each month, the bureau of
motor vehicles shall transfer to the bureau of motor vehicles
commission fund an amount equal to five percent (5%) of each
excise tax transaction completed by the bureau. The money is to
be used to cover the expenses incurred by or on behalf of the
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bureau of motor vehicles for returns, decals, collecting the fees and

excise taxes and for amounts deposited in the commission fund. in

administering this chapter.
(2) At least quarterly, the bureau of motor vehicles shall set aside
for the department of natural resources the delinquent fees
collected under this chapter to use as provided in section 35 of this
chapter.

(3) (2) On or before the tenth day of each month, the bureau of
motor vehicles shall distribute to each county the excise tax
collections including delinquent tax collections, for the county for
the preceding month. The bureau of motor vehicles shall include
a report with each distribution showing the information necessary
for the county auditor to allocate the revenue among the taxing
units of the county.

(4) (3) The bureau of motor vehicles shall deposit the revenue

from the boat registration fee imposed by IC 9-31-3-9 (before its

repeal) and IC 9-18.1-14.5-6 in the conservation officers marine
enforcement fund established by IC 14-9-8-21.5, the fish and
wildlife fund established by IC 14-22-3-2, and the lake and river
enhancement fund established by IC 14-22-3.5, as provided in

IC 9-31-3-9 (before its repeal) or IC 9-18.1-14.5-6.
(b) Money credited to each county's account in the state general fund

is appropriated to make the distributions and the transfers required by
subsection (a). The distributions shall be made upon warrants drawn
from the state general fund.

SECTION 23. IC 6-6-11-30 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 30. Before March
1 of each year the bureau of motor vehicles shall prepare a boat excise
tax summary covering the previous boating year. The summary must
include the following:

(1) The number of boats by county.
(2) The number of boats by class.
(3) The amount of excise tax collected by class.

The bureau shall send a copy of the summary to the auditor of state, the
department of natural resources, and the county assessors.

SECTION 24. IC 6-6-11-35 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 35. The money set aside from the department
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of natural resources fees for the department of natural resources under
section 29 of this chapter is annually appropriated and shall be used
exclusively for the following:

(1) The enforcement of laws pertaining to watercraft.
(2) The state's share of the cost of retirement benefits for the
department's conservation officers.
(3) Improving the navigable waters of Indiana.

SECTION 25. IC 8-4.5-1-16 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 16. "Recreational trail"
means a trail or path that:

(1) includes a corridor along any part of its length; and
(2) is intended to be used for:

(A) bicycling;
(B) exercising;
(C) hiking;
(D) running;
(E) riding:

(i) in or on a vehicle of any kind, regardless of the means of
propelling the vehicle; or
(ii) on any animal;

(F) walking; or

(G) any other recreational purpose; and

(3) is funded through the recreational trails program under
IC 8-4.5-5.

However, the term does not include a highway, road, or street (as
defined in IC 8-23-1-23).

SECTION 26. IC 8-4.5-4-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2. The state may
acquire any part of a railroad's interest in a corridor under this chapter
for any of the following purposes:

(1) A present or future rail line.
(2) A transportation corridor.
(3) A communication corridor.
(4) A recreational trail.
(5) A utility corridor.
(6) The preservation of a railroad corridor.
(7) Any combination of purposes described in subdivisions (1)
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through (6).
SECTION 27. IC 8-4.5-4-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 4. In determining
whether the state should acquire any part of a railroad's interest in a
corridor, the Indiana department of transportation shall consider the
following factors:

(1) The potential for future use of the railroad's interest in the
corridor as a freight or high-speed passenger rail line, considering
the following:

(A) The potential need for use of the railroad's interest in the
corridor for future transportation purposes.
(B) The cost of maintaining the railroad's interest in the corridor
during any time before the future transportation use will begin.
(C) The effect of any interim use and the future transportation
use of the railroad's interest in the corridor on property owners.
(D) Any relevant requirement of any federal law.
(E) Any other factor the department considers relevant.

(2) Based on the recommendation of the department of natural
resources, the potential for recreational use of the railroad's
interest in the corridor considering the following:

(A) The recreational value of the railroad's interest in the
corridor.
(B) The feasibility of using the railroad's interest in the corridor
for recreation.
(C) The likelihood that there may be significant recreational use
of the railroad's interest in the corridor if the railroad's interest
in the corridor is converted to a recreational trail.
(D) The general acceptability of the proposed recreational use
of the railroad's interest in the corridor to property owners and
the community at large.
(E) The existence of a willing person, whether public or private,
to operate the railroad's interest in the corridor for the proposed
recreational use.
(F) Any relevant requirement of any federal law.
(G) Any other factor the department considers relevant.

(3) The potential for the use of the railroad's interest in the
corridor for communications or utility use.
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(4) Whether there are funds to acquire the railroad's interest in the
corridor.

SECTION 28. IC 8-4.5-4-8 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 8. If a railroad's
interest in a corridor is acquired under this chapter for a recreational

purpose, the railroad's interest in the corridor must may be developed
and operated under IC 8-4.5-5.

SECTION 29. IC 9-13-2-103.5 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 103.5. (a) "Motorboat" means a watercraft
propelled by an internal combustion, steam, or electrical inboard or
outboard motor or engine or by any mechanical means.

(b) The term includes a sailboat that is equipped with a motor or an
engine described in subsection (a) when the sailboat is in operation
whether or not the sails are hoisted.

SECTION 30. IC 9-13-2-117.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2016,
SECTION 138, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 117.5. "Operate" means to
navigate or otherwise be in actual physical control of a vehicle,

motorboat, watercraft, off-road vehicle, or snowmobile.
SECTION 31. IC 9-13-2-118, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2016,

SECTION 139, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 118. (a) Except as provided

in IC 9-31, subsection (b), "operator" means an individual who

operates a vehicle, motorboat, watercraft, off-road vehicle, or
snowmobile.

(b) "Operator", for purposes of IC 9-18.1-14.5, has the meaning
set forth in 33 CFR 174.3.

SECTION 32. IC 9-13-2-121, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2016,
SECTION 142, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 121. (a) Except as otherwise

provided in IC 9-31, subsection (b), "owner" means a person, other
than a lienholder, that:

(1) holds the property in or title to, as applicable, a vehicle,
manufactured home, mobile home, off-road vehicle, snowmobile,
or watercraft; or
(2) is entitled to the use or possession of, as applicable, a vehicle,
manufactured home, off-road vehicle, snowmobile, or watercraft,
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through a lease or other agreement intended to operate as a
security.

(b) "Owner" for purposes of IC 9-18.1-14.5, has the meaning set
forth in 33 CFR 174.3.

SECTION 33. IC 9-13-2-196, AS AMENDED BY P.L.142-2019,
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 196. (a) "Vehicle" means, except as
otherwise provided in this section, a device in, upon, or by which a
person or property is, or may be, transported or drawn upon a highway.
The term does not include the following:

(1) A device moved by human power.
(2) A device that runs only on rails or tracks.
(3) A wheelchair.
(4) An electric foot scooter.

(b) For purposes of IC 9-17, the term includes the following:
(1) Off-road vehicles.
(2) Manufactured homes or mobile homes that are:

(A) personal property not held for resale; and
(B) not attached to real estate by a permanent foundation.

(3) Watercraft.

(c) For purposes of IC 9-22 (except IC 9-22-6) and IC 9-32, the

term refers to a vehicle or watercraft of a type that must be registered
under IC 9-18-2 (before its expiration) or IC 9-18.1, other than an
off-road vehicle or a snowmobile under IC 9-18-2.5 (before its
expiration) or IC 9-18.1-14.

(d) For purposes of IC 9-30-5, IC 9-30-6, IC 9-30-8, and IC 9-30-9,
the term means a device for transportation by land or air. The term does
not include an electric personal assistive mobility device.

SECTION 34. IC 9-13-2-198.5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 198.5. (a)
"Watercraft" means a contrivance used or designed for navigation on
water, including a vessel, boat, motor vessel, steam vessel, sailboat,
vessel operated by machinery either permanently or temporarily affixed,
scow, tugboat, or any marine equipment that is capable of carrying
passengers. except a ferry.

(b) The term does not include a craft that:
(1) is powered by its occupants, including a canoe, rowboat,
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or paddleboat; and
(2) does not contain any type of mechanical propellant,
including internal combustion, steam, or electrical inboard or
outboard motor or engine.

SECTION 35. IC 9-14-12-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.27-2018,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 2. The bureau shall maintain the following
records:

(1) All records related to or concerning certificates of title issued

by the bureau under IC 9-17 and IC 9-31 (before its repeal),
including the following:

(A) An original certificate of title and all assignments and
reissues of the certificate of title.
(B) All documents submitted in support of an application for a
certificate of title.
(C) Any notations recorded on a certificate of title.
(D) A listing of all reported buyback vehicles in accordance with
IC 9-17-3-3.5.
(E) Any inspection that is conducted:

(i) by an employee of the bureau or commission; and
(ii) with respect to a certificate of title issued by the bureau.

(2) All records related to or concerning registrations issued under

IC 9-18 (before its expiration), IC 9-18.1, or IC 9-31 (before its

repeal), including the following:
(A) The distinctive registration number assigned to each vehicle
registered under IC 9-18 (before its expiration) or IC 9-18.1 or

each watercraft registered under IC 9-31 (before its repeal).

(B) All documents submitted in support of applications for
registration.

(3) All records related to or concerning credentials issued by the
bureau under IC 9-24, including applications and information
submitted by applicants.
(4) All driving records maintained by the bureau under section 3
of this chapter.
(5) A record of each individual that acknowledges making an
anatomical gift as set forth in IC 9-24-17.

SECTION 36. IC 9-17-1-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2016,
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SECTION 199, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 1. (a) This article does not
apply to the following:

(1) A vehicle that is not required to be registered under IC 9-18-2
(before its expiration) or IC 9-18.1.
(2) Special machinery.
(3) A motor vehicle that was designed to have a maximum design
speed of not more than twenty-five (25) miles per hour and that
was built, constructed, modified, or assembled by a person other
than the manufacturer.
(4) Motor driven cycles.
(5) An off-road vehicle that was purchased or otherwise acquired
before January 1, 2010.
(6) Snowmobiles.
(7) A watercraft that is not required to be registered under

IC 9-31-3 (before its repeal) or IC 9-18.1-14.5.
(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a person may apply for:

(1) a certificate of title under IC 9-17-2-2; or
(2) a special identification number under IC 9-17-4;

for a vehicle listed in subsection (a).
(c) If the bureau issues a certificate of title under subsection (b)(1),

the vehicle remains subject to this article until the titleholder surrenders
the title to the bureau.

SECTION 37. IC 9-18.1-9-4, AS ADDED BY P.L.198-2016,
SECTION 326, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 4. The bureau may issue a

confidential license plate or other proof of registration for
investigative purposes to the following:

(1) A state agency upon the annual consent of the bureau or the
Indiana department of administration.
(2) Other investigative agencies upon the annual consent of the
superintendent of the state police.

SECTION 38. IC 9-18.1-14.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]:

Chapter 14.5. Watercraft
Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a watercraft
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may not be operated, used, docked, or stored in Indiana during
any part of a calendar year unless the watercraft:

(1) is registered under this chapter; and
(2) displays proof of registration under this chapter.

(b) Registration is not required for the following watercraft:
(1) A watercraft that is from a country other than the United
States temporarily using the waters of Indiana.
(2) A ship's lifeboat, when used solely as a lifeboat of another
boat and for no other recreational purpose.
(3) Except as provided in subdivision (4), a watercraft that is
registered outside of Indiana and operated, used, stored, or
docked in Indiana for a combined total of not more than sixty
(60) consecutive days during a calendar year.
(4) A watercraft that is registered outside of Indiana and
docked on the Indiana part of Lake Michigan for a combined
total of not more than one hundred eighty (180) consecutive
days.
(5) A watercraft that belongs to a class of boats that has been
exempted from registration and numbering by the bureau
after the bureau has found the following:

(A) That an agency of the federal government has a
numbering system applicable to the class of watercraft to
which the watercraft in question belongs.
(B) That the watercraft would also be exempt from
numbering if the watercraft were subject to federal law.

(6) A watercraft, the operator of which has in the operator's
possession a bill of sale from a dealer licensed under IC 9-32
or private individual that includes the following:

(A) The purchaser's name and address.
(B) A date of purchase that is not more than forty-five (45)
days preceding the date that the operator is required to
show the bill of sale.
(C) The make, model, and identification number of the
watercraft provided by the manufacturer.

(7) A watercraft held by a watercraft manufacturer,
distributor, or dealer for sale in the ordinary course of
business.
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(8) A watercraft subject to the commercial vessel tonnage tax
under IC 6-6-6.

(c) A person that fails to register a watercraft that is required
to be registered under this chapter commits a Class C infraction.

Sec. 2. (a) A person that desires to register a watercraft must
submit an application, in a form and manner prescribed by the
bureau, that contains the following information:

(1) The name of the owner of the watercraft, and, if the
watercraft is leased, the name of the lessee.
(2) The person's address in Indiana, including the county and
township, on the date of the application, as follows:

(A) If the person is an individual, the person's residence
address. However, if the person participates in the address
confidentiality program under IC 5-26.5, the address may
be a substitute address designated by the office of the
attorney general under IC 5-26.5.
(B) If the person is not an individual, the person's principal
office in Indiana.
(C) If the person does not have a physical residence or office
in Indiana, the county and township in Indiana where the
watercraft will be primarily operated or stored.

(3) A description of the watercraft to be registered, including
the identification number and color of the watercraft.
(4) The tax situs of the watercraft as defined in IC 6-6-11-5.
(5) Any other information required by the bureau.

(b) An application made online or through the United States
mail is not required to be sworn or notarized.

(c) A person may apply on behalf of another person to register
a watercraft under this chapter. However, the person in whose
name the watercraft will be registered must sign and verify the
application.

(d) A person that makes a false statement in an application
under this section commits a Class C infraction.

Sec. 3. The bureau may not register a watercraft unless:
(1) the watercraft has an identification number;
(2) the registrant:

(A) pays the applicable boat excise tax for the watercraft
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under IC 6-6-11; or
(B) provides proof in a manner acceptable to the bureau
that the watercraft is exempt from the boat excise tax for
watercraft under IC 6-6-11;

(3) the registrant titles the watercraft under IC 9-17; and
(4) the registrant pays the appropriate registration fee under
section 6 of this chapter.

Sec. 4. (a) The bureau shall use due diligence in examining and
determining the genuineness, regularity, and legality of the
information provided by a person as part of a request to register
a watercraft under this chapter.

(b) The bureau may:
(1) make investigations or require additional information; and
(2) reject an application or request;

if the bureau is not satisfied of the genuineness, regularity, or
legality of an application or the truth of a statement contained in
an application or request, or for any other reason.

Sec. 5. (a) If the bureau determines that a person applying to
register a watercraft is entitled to register the watercraft, the
bureau shall register the watercraft and issue to the applicant
proof of registration for display on the watercraft and a certificate
of registration.

(b) Proof of registration for display on the watercraft must be
displayed in a manner prescribed by the department of natural
resources, including the following:

(1) The registration number set forth in the certificate of
registration must be displayed on each side of the bow of the
watercraft. The display must be legible. However, a
watercraft that has a valid marine document issued by the
United States Bureau of Customs is not required to display
the registration number.
(2) If a watercraft is required to be registered under 33 CFR
173, the registration number must be displayed in the manner
prescribed by 33 CFR 173.27.
(3) Decals indicating the year of expiration of registration,
with a unique identification number and a different color than
colors used for the previous registration year, must be
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affixed:
(A) to the bow of each side of the watercraft, within three
(3) inches to the right of the watercraft's registration
number; or
(B) on each side of the forward half of the bow above the
water line of the watercraft if a registration number is not
required to be displayed.

However, the department of natural resources may adopt rules
under IC 4-22-2 providing that the decals do not have to be affixed
to a particular type of watercraft.

(c) A number other than the number awarded to a watercraft
or granted reciprocity under this chapter may not be painted,
attached, or otherwise displayed on each side of the bow of the
watercraft.

(d) A person that fails to:
(1) carry a certificate of registration or a legible reproduction
of a certificate of registration; or
(2) display proof of registration for display on the watercraft
as required by the department of natural resources;

commits a Class C infraction.
(e) Certificates of registration, decals, and other proof of

registration issued under this section:
(1) remain the property of the bureau; and
(2) may be revoked, canceled, or repossessed as provided by
law.

(f) A person who knowingly or intentionally falsifies, predates,
changes, or counterfeits proof of registration for a watercraft
commits a Class C misdemeanor.

Sec. 6. (a) A request for registration under this chapter must be
signed by the owner of the watercraft and accompanied by the
appropriate fee specified under subsection (b). The fee to renew a
watercraft registration is based upon the appropriate fee specified
under subsection (c).

(b) The fee to register a watercraft in its first year of
registration is the amount determined by STEP THREE of the
following formula:

STEP ONE: Determine the appropriate fee based upon the
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length of the watercraft as follows:
Watercraft Length (in feet)

At Least But Less Fee ($) Fee ($)
Than (before January (after December

1, 2017)  31, 2016)
0 13 16.50 15

13 26 18.50 18
26 40 21.50 21
40 26.50 24

STEP TWO: Determine the appropriate fee based upon the
value of the watercraft as follows:

Value ($) Value ($) Fee ($)
Greater Than or Equal to Less Than

0 1,000 5
1,000 3,000 10
3,000 5,000 15
5,000 10,000 20

10,000 25
STEP THREE: Determine the sum of the STEP ONE amount
plus the STEP TWO amount.

(c) The fee to renew a watercraft registration is based upon the
value of the watercraft as follows:
Value ($) Value ($) Fee ($)
Greater Than or Equal to Less Than

0 1,000 10
1,000 3,000 15
3,000 5,000 20
5,000 10,000 25

10,000 30
(d) The bureau shall determine the value of a watercraft in the

same manner as set forth in IC 6-6-11-10.
(e) The fees collected under subsection (b) shall be distributed

as follows:
(1) Fees collected from STEP ONE of subsection (b) shall be
deposited in the fish and wildlife fund established by
IC 14-22-3-2 and shall be used exclusively for the following:

(A) The enforcement of laws pertaining to watercraft.
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(B) The state's share of the cost of retirement benefits for
conservation officers of the department of natural
resources.
(C) Improving the navigable waters of Indiana.

(2) Sixty-six and seven-tenths percent (66.7%) of the fees
collected from STEP TWO of subsection (b) shall be
deposited in the lake and river enhancement fund established
by IC 14-22-3.5-1.
(3) Thirty-three and three-tenths percent (33.3%) of the fees
collected from STEP TWO of subsection (b) shall be
deposited in the conservation officers marine enforcement
fund established by IC 14-9-8-21.5.

(f) A fee collected under subsection (c) shall be distributed as
follows:

(1) Five dollars ($5) shall be deposited in the fish and wildlife
fund established by IC 14-22-3-2 and shall be used exclusively
for the following:

(A) The enforcement of laws pertaining to watercraft.
(B) The state's share of the cost of retirement benefits for
conservation officers of the department of natural
resources.
(C) Improving the navigable waters of Indiana.

(2) The remaining amount shall be distributed as follows:
(A) Sixty-six and seven-tenths percent (66.7%) to the lake
and river enhancement fund established by IC 14-22-3.5-1.
(B) Thirty-three and three-tenths percent (33.3%) to the
conservation officers marine enforcement fund established
by IC 14-9-8-21.5.

(g) The owner of a watercraft that is registered under this
section is required to renew the registration under subsection (c),
and the person must pay any applicable fees and excise tax under
IC 6-6-11-13 on the watercraft each year.

Sec. 7. (a) A watercraft that is owned or leased and used for
official business by the following is exempt from the payment of
registration fees under this article:

(1) A state or state agency (as defined in IC 6-1.1-1-18).
(2) A municipal corporation (as defined in IC 36-1-2-10).
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(3) A volunteer fire department (as defined in IC 36-8-12-2).
(b) The bureau may issue proof of registration under this

chapter for a watercraft owned by or leased by the federal
government.

(c) The bureau may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to assign
permanent registration numbers and accompanying registration
cards to watercraft owned or leased by an entity listed in
subsection (a)(1).

Sec. 8. (a) A watercraft becomes subject to registration under
this chapter on the date the watercraft is acquired.

(b) Upon becoming subject to registration under this chapter,
a watercraft must be registered for a period that is not:

(1) less than three (3) months; or
(2) greater than twenty-four (24) months.

(c) A registration under this article may be renewed:
(1) for a watercraft with an unexpired registration, for a
period of twelve (12) months from the date on which the
registration will expire; or
(2) for a watercraft with an expired registration, for a period
of not:

(A) less than three (3) months; or
(B) greater than twenty-four (24) months.

(d) Subject to subsection (b), and except as provided for in
subsection (h), the registration year for a registration, other than
a renewal described in subsection (c), begins on the date on which
the watercraft becomes subject to registration as determined under
subsection (a) and ends on the following date selected by the person
registering the watercraft:

(1) The date on which the watercraft registration expires, as
determined under the schedule established under
IC 9-18.1-11-1.
(2) Twelve (12) months after the date described in subdivision
(1).

(e) If a person sells or otherwise disposes of a watercraft:
(1) the certificate of registration and proof of registration for
the watercraft are canceled; and
(2) except as provided in IC 9-33-3, the person is not entitled
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to a refund of any unused part of a fee paid by the person
under this chapter.

(f) If the watercraft is transferred or sold, the person shall
provide ownership documents at the time of delivering the
watercraft.

(g) A person that acquires a watercraft that is registered under
this chapter must apply to the bureau under this chapter to
register the watercraft.

(h) A watercraft registered under this chapter remains subject
to continuous registration under this chapter until:

(1) the watercraft is sold or otherwise disposed of; or
(2) the person that registered the watercraft becomes a
nonresident.

Sec. 9. (a) If the date on which the registration of a watercraft
expires is a day on which all license branches located in the county
in which the watercraft is registered are closed, including:

(1) a Sunday; or
(2) a legal holiday listed in IC 1-1-9-1;

the registration expires at midnight on the date following the next
day on which a license branch located in the county in which the
watercraft is registered is open for business.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a), a person that owns or
operates a watercraft may not operate or permit the operation of
a watercraft that:

(1) is required to be registered under this chapter; and
(2) has an expired registration.

(c) A person that operates or permits the operation of a
watercraft in violation of subsection (b) commits a Class C
infraction.

Sec. 10. (a) The bureau shall collect an administrative penalty
of fifteen dollars ($15) from the following:

(1) A person that fails to:
(A) register; or
(B) provide full payment for the registration of;

a watercraft within forty-five (45) days after the date on
which the watercraft becomes subject to registration.
(2) A person that fails to:
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(A) renew; or
(B) provide full payment for the renewal of;

the registration of a watercraft by the date on which the
registration expires.

(b) An administrative penalty collected under subsection (a)
shall be deposited in the commission fund.

(c) A person described in subsection (a) commits a Class C
infraction.

Sec. 11. (a) If a certificate of registration or decal issued for a
watercraft that is registered under this chapter is lost, stolen,
destroyed, or damaged, the owner of the watercraft may apply to
the bureau for a replacement certificate of registration or decal. If
the certificate of registration or decal is lost or stolen, the owner
shall provide notice of the loss or theft to a law enforcement agency
with jurisdiction over:

(1) the site of the loss or theft; or
(2) the address listed on the certificate of registration.

(b) The bureau shall issue a replacement certificate of
registration or decal to the owner of a watercraft after the owner
pays a fee of nine dollars and fifty cents ($9.50).

(c) The fee imposed under subsection (b) shall be distributed as
follows:

(1) Twenty-five cents ($0.25) to the state construction fund.
(2) Fifty cents ($0.50) to the state motor vehicle technology
fund.
(3) One dollar ($1) to the crossroads 2000 fund.
(4) One dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) to the motor vehicle
highway account.
(5) One dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the integrated
public safety communications fund.
(6) Five dollars ($5) to the commission fund.

(d) A replacement certificate of registration or decal issued
under this section must be attached and displayed in the same
manner as the original certificate of registration or decal.

Sec. 12. (a) A person that owns a watercraft that is registered
under this chapter may apply to the bureau to change the
ownership of the watercraft:
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(1) by adding at least one (1) other person as a joint owner; or
(2) if the person is a joint owner of the watercraft, by
transferring the person's ownership interest in the watercraft
to at least one (1) remaining joint owner.

(b) The bureau shall issue an amended certificate of registration
to a person that applies under subsection (a) after the person does
the following:

(1) Complies with IC 9-17.
(2) Pays the fee of nine dollars and fifty cents ($9.50).

(c) A person may apply to the bureau to amend any obsolete or
incorrect information contained in the certificate of registration
issued with respect to the watercraft. The bureau shall issue an
amended certificate of registration after the person pays a fee of
nine dollars and fifty cents ($9.50).

(d) The bureau may not impose or collect a fee for a duplicate,
amended, or replacement certificate of registration that is issued
as a result of an error on the part of the bureau.

(e) A fee described in subsection (b)(2) or (c) shall be distributed
as follows:

(1) Twenty-five cents ($0.25) to the state construction fund.
(2) Fifty cents ($0.50) to the state motor vehicle technology
fund.
(3) One dollar ($1) to the crossroads 2000 fund.
(4) One dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) to the motor vehicle
highway account.
(5) One dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) to the integrated
public safety communications fund.
(6) Five dollars ($5) to the commission fund.

Sec. 13. (a) If an agency of the federal government has an
overall system of identification numbering for watercraft within
the United States, the registration and numbering system employed
under this chapter by the bureau must conform with the system.

(b) In accordance with any request made by an authorized
official or agency of the United States, the bureau shall transmit
any information compiled or otherwise available to the bureau
under:

(1) IC 14-15-4-1;
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(2) IC 14-15-4-2; and
(3) IC 14-15-4-3;

to the official or agency of the United States.
Sec. 14. Every law enforcement officer of this state and its

subdivisions, including an enforcement officer of the department of
natural resources, may enforce this chapter and may stop and
board a watercraft subject to this chapter.

SECTION 39. IC 9-20-13-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.12-2013,
SECTION 3, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 2. (a) Notwithstanding IC 9-20-3 and
IC 9-20-9, and except for length exclusive devices in accordance with
23 CFR 658.13, the following are the maximum limitations on length
of a truck-tractor, semitrailer, truck-tractor-semitrailer combination, or
truck-tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination:

(1) The maximum length of the semitrailer unit operating in a
truck-tractor-semitrailer combination is fifty-three (53) feet,
including the vehicle and the load.
(2) The maximum length of the semitrailer unit or trailer operating
in a truck-tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination is twenty-eight
(28) feet, six (6) inches.
(3) A maximum overall length limit is not imposed on a
truck-tractor-semitrailer or truck-tractor-semitrailer-trailer
combination.
(4) The maximum length of a maxi-cube vehicle combination is
sixty-five (65) feet, and the maximum length of the separable
cargo carrying unit is thirty-four (34) feet.
(5) If the combination is used exclusively or primarily in
connection with motorsports:

(A) the maximum distance between the kingpin and the
rearmost axle of the semitrailer operating in the combination is
forty-six (46) feet; and
(B) the maximum length of the semitrailer is fifty-seven (57)
feet.

(b) This section does not prohibit the transportation of a motor

vehicle or boat watercraft on part of a truck-tractor.
SECTION 40. IC 9-22-6-0.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
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[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 0.5. For purposes of this

chapter, the term "vehicle" does not include a watercraft.
SECTION 41. IC 9-31 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE JANUARY

1, 2021]. (WATERCRAFT TITLING AND REGISTRATION).
SECTION 42. IC 9-32-8-8, AS AMENDED BY HEA 1246-2020

SECTION 57, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 8. (a) A watercraft dealer
licensed by the secretary under this article may, upon successful
application to the secretary, obtain dealer license plates and registration

cards for use in the testing or demonstrating of motorboats. watercraft.
(b) Two (2) dealer license plates must be displayed within a

motorboat watercraft that is being tested or demonstrated while the

motorboat watercraft is being tested or demonstrated.

(c) A transfer dealer or automobile auction company licensed by the
secretary under this article may request dealer license plates under
subsection (a).

(d) The fee to obtain a dealer license plate and registration card
under subsection (a) is ten dollars ($10).

(e) The secretary shall retain the fee collected under this section.
SECTION 43. IC 14-8-2-5.7, AS AMENDED BY P.L.219-2014,

SECTION 5, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5.7. "All-terrain vehicle", for purposes of
IC 14-8-2-185, means a motorized, off-highway vehicle that:

(1) is fifty (50) fifty-five (55) inches or less in width when

measured from outside of tire rim to outside of tire rim;
(2) has a dry weight of twelve one thousand five hundred (1,200)

(1,500) pounds or less;
(3) is designed for travel on at least three (3) nonhighway or
off-highway tires; and
(4) is designed for recreational use by one (1) or more individuals.

The term includes parts, equipment, or attachments sold with the
vehicle.

SECTION 44. IC 14-8-2-233.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.219-2014,
SECTION 13, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 233.5. "Recreational off-road

off-highway vehicle", for purposes of IC 14-8-2-185, means a

motorized, off-highway vehicle that:
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(1) is sixty-five (65) eighty (80) inches or less in width when

measured from outside of tire rim to outside of tire rim;
(2) has a dry weight of two thousand five hundred (2,000)

(2,500) pounds or less;
(3) is designed for travel on at least four (4) nonhighway or
off-highway tires; and
(4) is designed for recreational use by one (1) or more individuals.

SECTION 45. IC 14-9-8-21.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.178-2019,
SECTION 64, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 21.5. (a) As used in this
section, "fund" refers to the conservation officers marine enforcement
fund established by this section.

(b) The conservation officers marine enforcement fund is
established. The department shall administer the fund. The department
may expend the money in the fund exclusively for marine enforcement
efforts associated with recreational boating on Indiana waters, including
uses described in IC 14-9-9-5.

(c) The fund consists of boat watercraft registration fees paid by

boat owners and deposited under IC 9-31-3-9. IC 9-18.1-14.5-6.
Money deposited in the fund is annually appropriated and allotted to the
department to carry out the purposes of this section. The expenses of
administering the fund shall be paid from money in the fund.

(d) Money in the fund at the end of a state fiscal year does not revert
to the state general fund. However, the department may transfer from
the fund to the counties with special boat patrol needs fund (IC
14-9-9-5) an amount that does not exceed twenty percent (20%) of
money deposited into the fund.

SECTION 46. IC 14-10-2-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 4. (a) The commission
shall adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to carry out the commission's duties
under this title.

(b) The commission may adopt rules to exempt an activity from
licensing under this title, except:

(1) IC 14-34;
(2) IC 14-36-1; and
(3) IC 14-38-2;

if the activity poses not more than a minimal potential for harm.
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(c) Except as provided in subsection (d), whenever the department
or the director has the authority to adopt rules under IC 4-22-2, the
commission shall exclusively exercise the authority.

(d) Emergency rules adopted under section 5 of this chapter shall be
adopted by the director.

(e) A person who violates a rule adopted by the commission
commits a Class C infraction, unless otherwise specified under
state law.

SECTION 47. IC 14-10-2-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.154-2019,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 5. (a) The department may adopt emergency rules
under IC 4-22-2-37.1 to carry out the duties of the department under the
following:

(1) IC 14-9.
(2) This article.
(3) IC 14-11.
(4) IC 14-12-2.
(5) IC 14-14.
(6) IC 14-15.
(7) IC 14-17-3.
(8) IC 14-18, except IC 14-18-6 and IC 14-18-8.
(9) IC 14-19-1 and IC 14-19-8.
(10) IC 14-21.
(11) IC 14-22-3, IC 14-22-4, and IC 14-22-5.
(12) IC 14-23-1.
(13) IC 14-24.
(14) IC 14-25, except IC 14-25-8-3 and IC 14-25-13.
(15) IC 14-26.
(16) IC 14-27.
(17) IC 14-28.
(18) IC 14-29.
(19) IC 14-35-1, IC 14-35-2, and IC 14-35-3.
(20) IC 14-37.
(21) IC 14-38, except IC 14-38-3.

(b) A rule adopted under subsection (a) expires not later than one (1)
year after the rule is accepted for filing by the publisher of the Indiana
Register.
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(c) A person who violates an emergency rule adopted by the
department commits a Class C infraction, unless otherwise
specified under state law.

SECTION 48. IC 14-15-6-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) A person may
not operate a boat upon public water to carry passengers for hire unless
the following conditions are met:

(1) The department or an organization approved under section

2.5 of this chapter has inspected and registered the boat.
(2) A certificate of inspection and registration issued by the
department is affixed to the boat in a prominent place within the
clear view of the passengers.

(b) A certificate of inspection and registration expires one (1)
calendar year after the date on which the watercraft was inspected.
However, the department may extend the expiration date for not more
than thirty (30) days if conditions exist that would prevent the
inspection of the watercraft before the first anniversary of the previous
inspection.

SECTION 49. IC 14-15-6-2.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 2.5. (a) Each boat that carries

passengers upon public water for hire must have:
(1) a dry dock inspection; or
(2) an underwater survey;

of the exterior portion of the boat that is below the waterline at
least one (1) time every sixty (60) months. However, an underwater
survey may only be used to satisfy the requirements of this chapter
one (1) time every one hundred twenty (120) months.

(b) If the owner of the boat elects to have an underwater survey,
the owner must hire and pay for the underwater survey, which
must be conducted by an inspector from a certified organization
that is approved under subsection (c).

(c) The commission shall maintain a list of certified
organizations that are approved to conduct underwater surveys
under this chapter.

SECTION 50. IC 14-15-6-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. (a) The department
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shall charge and collect a fee for the following:
(1) Each annual dockside inspection.
(2) Each dry dock inspection. which shall be conducted at least
one (1) time every sixty (60) months.

(b) The following fees shall be charged:
(1) All watercraft, except sailboats, carrying not more than six (6)
passengers for hire on navigable water of Indiana:

(A) Dockside inspection............. $ 50
(B) Dry dock inspection............. $ 75

(2) All watercraft, except sailboats, carrying not more than six (6)
passengers for hire on inland water of Indiana:

(A) Dockside inspection............. $ 30
(B) Dry dock inspection............. $ 30

(3) All watercraft, except sailboats, carrying more than six (6)
passengers for hire on inland water of Indiana:

(A) Dockside inspection............. $ 75
(B) Dry dock inspection............. $100

(4) All watercraft propelled primarily by sail that carry passengers
for hire on navigable or inland water of Indiana:

(A) Dockside inspection............. $ 50
(B) Dry dock inspection............. $ 75

SECTION 51. IC 14-15-6-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 6. Each certificate of
inspection and registration must certify that the inspection has been
made and must set forth, among other things, the following:

(1) The date of inspection.
(2) A description of the boat, including motors, machinery and
equipment.
(3) The age of the boat.
(4) The maximum weight, including both passengers and property,
that may safely be carried on the boat.

(5) The method of the boat's inspection and the name of the
person and organization that performed the inspection.

SECTION 52. IC 14-15-13-3, AS ADDED BY P.L.165-2011,
SECTION 7, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. An individual may not do the following:

(1) Operate a motorboat inboard or have the inboard engine of a
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motorboat run idle while an individual is holding onto the swim
platform, swim deck, swim step, swim ladder or any part of the
exterior of the transom of a motorboat while the motorboat is
underway at any speed.
(2) Operate a motorboat powered by an outboard motor or
equipped with an outdrive unit while an individual is:

(A) holding onto the swim platform, swim deck, swim step,
swim ladder or any portion of the exterior of the transom of a

motorboat while the motorboat is underway at any speed; or
(B) swimming, or floating on or in the wake directly behind a
motorboat that is underway. or
(C) floating on a board on or in the wake directly behind a
motorboat that is underway using the wake itself as the means
of propulsion.

(3) Operate a motorboat with the number of individual riders on
a towed device that exceeds the listed capacity on the towed device
or the owner's manual.

SECTION 53. IC 14-22-2-8, AS AMENDED BY P.L.39-2018,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
DECEMBER 31, 2019 (RETROACTIVE)]: Sec. 8. (a) This section
applies to a hunting season beginning after June 30, 2016. and ending
before January 1, 2020.

(b) A hunter may use a rifle to hunt deer on privately owned land
subject to the following:

(1) The use of a rifle is permitted during hunting seasons
established by the department.
(2) The rifle must be chambered for a cartridge that fires a bullet
that is two hundred forty-three thousandths (.243) of an inch in
diameter or larger.
(3) The rifle must fire a cartridge that has a minimum case length
of one and sixteen-hundredths (1.16) inches, but is no longer than
three (3) inches.
(4) A hunter may not possess more than ten (10) cartridges for the
rifle while hunting deer under this section.
(5) The rifle must meet any other requirements established by the
department.

(c) The use of a full metal jacketed bullet to hunt deer is unlawful.
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(d) The department shall report on the impact of the use of rifles to
hunt deer under this section to the governor and, in an electronic format
under IC 5-14-6, the general assembly before February 15, 2020.

(e) The department may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to authorize the
use of rifles on public property.

(f) This section expires June 30, 2020.
SECTION 54. IC 14-22-3.5-4, AS ADDED BY P.L.178-2019,

SECTION 65, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 4. The fund consists of the

revenue from boat watercraft registration fees paid by boat owners and

deposited under IC 9-31-3-9. IC 9-18.1-14.5-6.
SECTION 55. IC 14-22-9-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.39-2018,

SECTION 8, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 3. A person may not use, set, cause to be used or
set, take, or attempt to take fish by means of:

(1) a trotline;
(2) a set line;
(3) a throw line;
(4) a net;
(5) a trap; or
(6) a seine;

except legal minnow seines or dip nets, within two hundred (200) yards
of a dam that wholly or partly crosses a river, stream, or waterway in

Indiana or the boundary water of the state, except as authorized by

rules adopted by the commission under IC 4-22-2.
SECTION 56. IC 14-22-11-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 15. (a) Each license
and permit issued under this article is issued upon the express condition,
to which the licensee or permittee by acceptance of the license or permit
is considered to agree and consent, that the licensee or permittee will
obey and comply with the following:

(1) All the terms, conditions, and rules:
(A) made by the director under this article; and
(B) incorporated in or attached to the license or permit when
issued.

(2) This article.
(3) A wildlife law (as defined by IC 14-22-41-4(p)) while the



2230 P.L.164—2020

licensee is in another jurisdiction that has adopted the wildlife
violator compact (IC 14-22-41).

(b) A license or permit may be revoked or denied by the director at
any time without refund for any of the following:

(1) Failure to comply with or violation of the terms, conditions,
rules, or restrictions incorporated in or attached to the license or
permit when issued.
(2) Violation of this article.
(3) Violation of a wildlife law (as defined by IC 14-22-41-4(p))

while occurring after October 31, 2000, by the licensee is or

permittee in another jurisdiction that has adopted the wildlife
violator compact (IC 14-22-41).

(c) If a person's license or permit is revoked or denied because
of a violation described in subsection (b)(3), the person is entitled
to a review of the revocation or denial by the commission.
However, the commission may not review the merits of the
underlying violation committed in another jurisdiction that
prompted the revocation or denial under the wildlife violator
compact (IC 14-22-41).

(c) (d) A person whose license or permit has been revoked or denied

by the director under this article may, by written request to the director,

commission, have a hearing on the revocation or denial of issuance.
Upon receipt of written request for a hearing on the revocation, the

director commission shall do the following:
(1) Set a date for the hearing, which may not be more than fifteen
(15) days from the date of receipt of the request.
(2) Give the person requesting the hearing at least five (5) days
notice of the date of the hearing, which shall be held in the office
of the director.
(3) Receive and keep a record of all evidence presented by the
person.
(4) After considering the evidence presented at the hearing, rescind

or affirm the order revoking or denying the license or permit.

(d) (e) Every court having jurisdiction of an offense committed in

violation of an Indiana law for the protection of wildlife may, at the
court's discretion, revoke the license of the offender for any of the
following periods:
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(1) Thirty (30) days.
(2) Sixty (60) days.
(3) Ninety (90) days.

(4) a minimum of one (1) year.

(e) (f) After a revocation, the court shall forward to the division a
record of the conviction of the person in the court for a violation of the
law. At the time of the conviction, the court shall do the following:

(1) Obtain the license certificate of the defendant.
(2) Return the license certificate to the division.

(g) Any denial or revocation of a permit or license under this
section is subject to the terms of the wildlife violator compact (IC
14-22-41).

SECTION 57. IC 14-26-2.1 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE

AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]:

Chapter 2.1. Ownership of Lake Michigan in Public Trust
Sec. 0.5. This chapter applies only to the recreational use of

Lake Michigan.
Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, "Lake Michigan" means:

(1) the waters of Lake Michigan;
(2) the land under the waters of Lake Michigan; and
(3) the land adjoining the waters of Lake Michigan up to the
ordinary high water mark;

within the boundaries of Indiana.
Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "ordinary high water mark"

means the line on the bank or shore of Lake Michigan that is:
(1) established by the fluctuations of water; and
(2) indicated by physical characteristics, including:

(A) a clear and natural line impressed on the shore;
(B) shelving;
(C) changes in character of soils;
(D) the destruction of terrestrial vegetation; and
(E) the presence of litter or debris.

Sec. 3. (a) Absent any authorized legislative conveyance before
February 14, 2018, the state of Indiana owns all of Lake Michigan
within the boundaries of Indiana in trust for the use and enjoyment
of all citizens of Indiana.
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(b) An owner of land that borders Lake Michigan does not have
the exclusive right to use the water or land below the ordinary high
water mark of Lake Michigan.

Sec. 4. (a) As used in this section, "natural scenic beauty" refers
to conditions produced by nature without manmade additions or
alterations.

(b) As used in this section, "recreational purpose" means any of
the following:

(1) Walking.
(2) Fishing.
(3) Boating.
(4) Swimming.
(5) Any other recreational purpose for which Lake Michigan
is ordinarily used, as recognized by the commission for the
purposes of this section.

(c) The citizens of Indiana have a vested right to:
(1) enjoy the natural scenic beauty of Lake Michigan;
(2) enjoy and use the natural resources of Lake Michigan; and
(3) use Lake Michigan for recreational purposes.

(d) The citizens of Indiana have a vested right in the
preservation and protection of Lake Michigan.

Sec. 5. (a) The commission may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to
administer this chapter.

(b) In the adoption of a rule under subsection (a):
(1) the public hearing held under IC 4-22-2-26 concerning the
proposed rule; and
(2) any additional public meeting concerning the proposed
rule that is held by:

(A) the commission; or
(B) officers or employees of the department or any other
individuals authorized under IC 4-22-2-15 to perform
rulemaking actions other than the final adoption of the rule;

may be held only in a county that borders Lake Michigan.
SECTION 58. IC 14-28-1-19.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 19.5. For purposes of this

chapter, property owners may jointly apply for a permit.
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SECTION 59. IC 14-29-1-9 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE

AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 9. The department may adopt rules under

IC 4-22-2 to identify the location of the ordinary high water mark
on the land adjoining the waters of Lake Michigan for purposes of
administering this chapter.

SECTION 60. IC 34-28-6-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.1-2010,
SECTION 137, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 1. Whenever a person who is
not a resident of Indiana:

(1) is arrested or stopped for a misdemeanor violation or infraction
under:

(A) IC 9-31-3; IC 9-18.1-14.5;
(B) IC 14-15-2 through IC 14-15-7;
(C) IC 14-16-1; or
(D) IC 14-22; and

(2) is not immediately taken to court;
the person may, at the discretion of the officer, be released upon the
deposit of a security. The security shall be the amount of the fine or
judgment and costs for the violation in the form of cash, money order,
or a traveler's check made payable to the clerk of the court in which the
person will appear.

SECTION 61. IC 34-30-19.5 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]:

Chapter 19.5. Immunity of Owner of Property Adjacent to Lake
Michigan

Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, "owner" means a person that:
(1) has a fee interest in;
(2) is a tenant, lessee, or occupant of; or
(3) is otherwise legally in control of;

a private property that is adjacent to Lake Michigan.
Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "private property" means a

property whose owner is a person other than the state of Indiana.
Sec. 3. (a) The owner of a private property that is adjacent to

Lake Michigan does not assume responsibility or incur liability for
an injury to an individual or damage to property that:
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(1) occurs after June 30, 2020, when an individual is crossing
the private property:

(A) to enter; or
(B) upon leaving;

the area of the beach of Lake Michigan that the public has a
vested right to use for recreational purposes; and
(2) is caused by:

(A) an act or omission of a person other than the owner;
(B) an act or omission of the owner, except for an act of the
owner constituting intentional misconduct; or
(C) the condition of the property.

(b) This section does not affect the following:
(1) Existing Indiana case law on the liability of property
owners with respect to:

(A) business invitees in commercial establishments; or
(B) invited guests.

(2) The attractive nuisance doctrine.
SECTION 62. IC 35-52-6-45 IS REPEALED [EFFECTIVE

JANUARY 1, 2021]. Sec. 45. IC 6-6-11-27 defines a crime concerning
taxes.

SECTION 63. IC 35-52-9-7.6 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA

CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS

[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021]: Sec. 7.6. IC 9-18.1-14.5-5 defines

a crime concerning proof of registration of a watercraft.
SECTION 64. IC 36-1-29 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE

AS A NEW CHAPTER TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
JULY 1, 2020]:

Chapter 29. Seawall and Revetment Permits
Sec. 1. This chapter applies only in a county that is located along

the shore of Lake Michigan.
Sec. 2. This chapter does not:

(1) affect the determination of the location of the ordinary
high water mark; or
(2) interfere with or supersede state law, state administrative
rules, or local ordinances concerning the issuance of permits
for seawalls or revetments.

Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, "emergency" means a situation
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that:
(1) requires immediate action;
(2) is induced by weather or high lake levels; and
(3) either:

(A) creates the potential for imminent structural damage to
private property in an area adjacent to Lake Michigan; or
(B) threatens or creates an imminent risk to the public
health, welfare, or safety in areas adjacent to Lake
Michigan.

Sec. 4. As used in this chapter, "local governmental agency" has
the meaning set forth in IC 36-7-4-1109(a).

Sec. 5. As used in this chapter, "ordinary high water mark" has
the meaning set forth in IC 14-26-2.1-2.

Sec. 6. As used in this chapter, "owner" means a person that has
a fee interest in a private property adjacent to and landward of
Lake Michigan.

Sec. 7. As used in this chapter, "permit" has the meaning set
forth in IC 36-7-4-1109(b).

Sec. 8. As used in this chapter, "private property" means real
property that is not owned or leased by the state or a political
subdivision.

Sec. 9. As used in this chapter, "real property" includes any
improvements to real property.

Sec. 10. (a) An owner of private property who is subject to the
jurisdiction of a local governmental agency in a county subject to
this chapter may:

(1) subject to applicable state laws and administrative rules,
local ordinances, and section 11 of this chapter, in the case of
an emergency, repair an existing seawall or revetment on the
owner's private property; or
(2) subject to applicable state laws and administrative rules,
local ordinances, and section 12 of this chapter, in the case of
an emergency, construct a new seawall or revetment on the
owner's private property;

whichever applies.
(b) For the purposes of this chapter, side seawalls on Lake

Michigan are temporary structures and must be at least eighteen
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(18) inches from the private property line.
Sec. 11. In accordance with applicable state laws, state

administrative rules, and local ordinances, the repair of an existing
seawall or revetment may include placing seawalls or revetments
into the waters of Lake Michigan where the water is already
coming into contact with those seawalls or revetments as long as
the seawall or revetment repair is as close to the existing seawall or
revetment as reasonably possible.

Sec. 12. In accordance with applicable state laws, state
administrative rules, and local ordinances, the owner of private
property may construct a new seawall or revetment on the private
property in a location in which the new seawall or revetment can
reasonably be expected to provide protection to the property.

Sec. 13. A seawall may be contiguous to another seawall if
making one (1) or more seawalls contiguous does not interfere,
obstruct, or otherwise inhibit the public's ability to use a public
access point or easement that provides access to the shore of Lake
Michigan and all parts of the seawall are on private property.

Sec. 14. Not later than ten (10) business days after a person
submits a completed application for an emergency seawall or
revetment permit and meets all required conditions, a local
governmental agency shall:

(1) approve; or
(2) deny;

the person's application for the emergency permit. If a local
governmental agency does not approve or deny the emergency
seawall or revetment permit within ten (10) business days, the
emergency permit is automatically approved and considered issued
to the person.

Sec. 15. If a local governmental agency denies the emergency
seawall or revetment permit, the local governmental agency shall
provide the reasons for the denial in a single response to the
person. A person may submit not more than one (1) completed
reapplication for an emergency seawall or revetment permit that
lists reasons why the local governmental agency should approve
the person's emergency permit. Not later than ten (10) business
days after the person submits the completed reapplication, a local
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governmental agency shall:
(1) approve; or
(2) deny;

the person's reapplication for the emergency permit. If a local
governmental agency does not approve or deny the person's
reapplication for the emergency seawall or revetment permit
within ten (10) business days, the emergency permit is
automatically approved and considered issued to the person.

Sec. 16. This section applies to an application for a seawall or
revetment permit that is not an emergency permit. Not later than
thirty (30) business days after a person submits a completed
application and meets all required conditions for a seawall or
revetment permit, a local governmental agency shall:

(1) approve; or
(2) deny;

the person's application for the permit.
SECTION 65. IC 36-7-4-1103, AS AMENDED BY P.L.119-2012,

SECTION 195, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1103. (a) This section does not
apply to a plan commission exercising jurisdiction in a county having
a population of more than twenty thousand nine hundred (20,900) but
less than twenty-one thousand (21,000).

(b) (a) ADVISORY—AREA. For purposes of this section, urban
areas include all lands and lots within the corporate boundaries of a
municipality, any other lands or lots used for residential purposes where
there are at least eight (8) residences within any quarter mile square
area, and other lands or lots that have been or are planned for residential
areas contiguous to the municipality.

(c) (b) ADVISORY—AREA. This chapter does not authorize an
ordinance or action of a plan commission that would prevent, outside of
urban areas, the complete use and alienation of any mineral resources
or forests by the owner or alienee of them.

SECTION 66. An emergency is declared for this act.
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P.L.165-2020
[H.1414. Approved March 21, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning utilities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 8-1-8.5-11 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE

AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 11. (a) As used in this section, "legacy

generation resource" means an electric generating facility owned
directly or indirectly by a corporation that was formed for the
original purpose of providing power to the federal government for
use in the nation's defense or in furtherance of national interests,
including the Ohio Valley Electric Corporation.

(b) As used in this section, "reliable capacity resource" means
an electric generating unit:

(1) that is located in Indiana;
(2) the capacity of which is valued by a regional transmission
organization at a minimum of eighty percent (80%) of the
unit's nameplate capacity; and
(3) that maintains an annual average onsite fuel inventory of
at least thirty (30) days of average fuel consumption.

(c) The general assembly finds that it is in the public interest to
support the reliability, availability, fuel security, and diversity of
electric generating capacity in Indiana for the purpose of providing
reliable and stable electric service to customers of public utilities.

(d) A public utility that owns and operates a reliable capacity
resource shall operate and maintain the unit using good utility
practices and in a manner reasonably intended to support the
availability of the unit for dispatch and for providing reliable
service to customers of the public utility.

(e) A public utility may not terminate a power agreement with
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a legacy generation resource in which the public utility has an
ownership interest unless the public utility provides the commission
with at least three (3) years advance notice of the termination. The
commission shall determine the reasonable costs incurred by the
public utility under the power agreement and allow the public
utility to recover those costs in a fuel adjustment charge
proceeding under IC 8-1-2-42. For purposes of this subsection, a
public utility's reasonable costs related to a legacy generation
resource means those costs, including deferred costs, allocated
under a power agreement approved by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission and relating to a legacy generation
resource.

(f) A public utility may not retire, sell, or transfer a reliable
capacity resource with a capacity exceeding eighty (80) megawatts
before May 1, 2021, unless:

(1) the public utility first provides written notice to the
commission of the public utility's intent to do so; and
(2) the commission conducts a public hearing, noticed in
accordance with IC 5-14-1.5, to receive information
concerning the reasonableness of the planned retirement, sale,
or transfer.

A public utility may provide the written notice required under
subdivision (1) at any time. Not later than one hundred twenty
(120) days after the date of the commission's receipt of the public
utility's written notice to the commission under this subsection, the
commission shall conduct the hearing described in subdivision (2)
and issue the commission's analysis and conclusions concerning the
reasonableness of the planned retirement, sale, or transfer based
on the information received. If the planned retirement, sale, or
transfer was included in the public utility's preferred portfolio in
the public utility's most recent integrated resource plan, the public
utility may proceed with the planned retirement, sale, or transfer
after the commission issues the commission's analysis and
conclusions under this subsection. If the planned retirement, sale,
or transfer was not included in the public utility's preferred
portfolio in the public utility's most recent integrated resource
plan, the public utility may not proceed with the planned
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retirement, sale, or transfer until at least six (6) months have
elapsed from the date of the commission's receipt of the public
utility's written notice under this subsection.

(g) If a public utility that seeks to retire, sell, or transfer a
reliable capacity resource under subsection (f) cites a federal
mandate as the basis, in whole or in part, for the planned
retirement, sale, or transfer of the unit, the commission may
consider as part of the commission's analysis and conclusions
under subsection (f) whether the cited federal mandate:

(1) is in force;
(2) has not expired or been revoked; and
(3) is not merely anticipated to be enacted;

at the time of the public utility's notice under subsection (f).
(h) This section expires May 1, 2021.
SECTION 2. IC 8-1-8.5-12 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE

AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 12. (a) As used in this section, "coal

industry employment" means employment:
(1) at a commercial coal mine in Indiana;
(2) at a coal fired electric generating unit in Indiana; or
(3) in an Indiana based manufacturing or transportation
supply chain serving:

(A) a commercial coal mine in Indiana; or
(B) a coal fired electric generating unit in Indiana.

(b) As used in this section, "coal transition worker" means:
(1) an individual who:

(A) has been laid off or terminated from the individual's
coal industry employment; or
(B) has received a notice of termination or layoff from the
individual's coal industry employment;

as a result of the permanent closure of, or a substantial layoff
at, a commercial coal mine in Indiana or a coal fired electric
generating unit in Indiana; or
(2) an individual who:

(A) has:
(i) been laid off or terminated, for a reason other than
cause; or
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(ii) received a notice of termination or layoff, for a
reason other than cause;

from the individual's coal industry employment; and
(B) is unlikely to obtain employment in an industry
described in subsection (a)(1) through (a)(3) because of
market forces or other factors affecting the industry.

(c) In awarding high value workforce ready credit-bearing
grants under IC 21-12-8, the commission for higher education, in
conjunction with the department of workforce development, shall
give priority to an applicant who is a coal transition worker if the
applicant is otherwise eligible for a grant under IC 21-12-8-9.

SECTION 3. An emergency is declared for this act.

_____

P.L.166-2020
[S.229. Approved March 25, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning environmental law.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 13-18-22-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020]: Sec. 1. (a) Except as
provided in subsection (b), a person proposing a wetland activity in a
state regulated wetland must obtain a permit under this chapter to
authorize the wetland activity.

(b) A permit is not required for the following wetland activities:
(1) The discharge of dirt, sand, rock, stone, concrete, or other inert
fill materials in a de minimis amount.
(2) A wetland activity at a surface coal mine for which the
department of natural resources has approved a plan to:

(A) minimize, to the extent practical using best technology
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currently available, disturbances and adverse effects on fish
and wildlife;
(B) otherwise effectuate environmental values; and
(C) enhance those values where practicable.

(3) Any activity listed under Section 404(f) of the Clean Water
Act, including:

(A) normal farming, silviculture, and ranching activities, such
as plowing, seeding, cultivating, minor drainage, harvesting for
the production of food, fiber, and forest products, or upland
soil and water conservation practices;
(B) maintenance, including emergency reconstruction of
recently damaged parts, of currently serviceable structures such
as dikes, dams, levees, groins, riprap, breakwaters, causeways,
and bridge abutments or approaches, and transportation
structures;
(C) construction or maintenance of farm or stock ponds or
irrigation ditches, or the maintenance of drainage ditches;
(D) construction of temporary sedimentation basins on a
construction site that does not include placement of fill material
into the navigable waters; and
(E) construction or maintenance of farm roads or forest roads,
or temporary roads for moving mining equipment, where the
roads are constructed and maintained, in accordance with best
management practices, to assure that:

(i) flow and circulation patterns and chemical and biological
characteristics of the navigable waters are not impaired;
(ii) the reach of the navigable waters is not reduced; and
(iii) any adverse effect on the aquatic environment will be
otherwise minimized.

(4) The maintenance or reconstruction (as defined in
IC 36-9-27-2) of a regulated drain in accordance with
IC 36-9-27-29(2) as long as the work takes place within the
current easement, and the reconstruction does not
substantially change the characteristics of the drain to
perform the function for which it was designed and
constructed.

(c) The goal of the permitting program for wetland activities in state
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regulated wetlands is to:
(1) promote a net gain in high quality isolated wetlands; and
(2) assure that compensatory mitigation will offset the loss of
isolated wetlands allowed by the permitting program.

_____

P.L.167-2020
[H.1014. Approved March 25, 2020.]

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning state offices and
administration.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 4-37-7-8, AS ADDED BY P.L.167-2011,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 8. (a) The chief executive officer of the
corporation may enter into a memorandum of understanding with one
(1) or more nonprofit organizations that are recognized supporters of a
specific state historic site and are exempt from taxation under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The memorandum of
understanding may provide that the nonprofit organization or
organizations may maintain a gift shop and offer special events at the
state historic site.

(b) A memorandum of understanding entered into under this
section may not do any of the following to restrict the fundraising
activities of an organization described in subsection (a):

(1) Require the organization to deposit into the fund the
proceeds of a fundraising activity approved by the chief
executive officer.
(2) Require the organization to send money donated to the
organization to the corporation.
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(3) Require the approval of the chief executive officer, or the
chief executive officer's designee, before the organization
pursues general donations from individuals and other entities.
(4) Restrict, regulate, or limit the ability of the organization to
hold offsite fundraising programs or activities.
(5) Restrict, regulate, or limit the ability of the organization to
promote or advertise any onsite or offsite fundraising
programs or activities on social media, via electronic mail, on
an Internet web site, or by any other means.

(c) A memorandum of understanding entered into under this
section may not do any of the following:

(1) Require the organization to be any type of supporting
organization (as the term is used in the Internal Revenue
Code).
(2) Require a representative of the corporation to be a voting
or nonvoting member of the organization's board of directors.
(3) Require the organization to submit to the corporation any
organization documents, correspondence, electronic mail, or
other data that are not required to be submitted by the
Internal Revenue Service.
(4) Require the organization to submit an audit of the
organization's funds.
(5) Restrict, regulate, or otherwise limit the ability of the
organization to promote any onsite or offsite activities.
(6) Allow the corporation to take a nonprofit organization's
real or financial assets.
(7) Require the organization to pay any rental or other fee to
support an event at a state historic site that is sponsored by
the organization or the corporation.

(d) The corporation shall return to the organization any funds
raised by the organization and donated to the corporation that:

(1) are designated as donor restricted funds for a specific use
in a historic site project; and
(2) are not used for the donor's specified use in the historic
site project;

upon the completion of the historic site project.
SECTION 2. An emergency is declared for this act.
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